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To my Worthy Brethren - A 


o 
. 


Mr. Gravenor & Mr. Wright. 


Hope theſe Truths which affedbed you at your 
Ordination, will aiways keep you ative and 
faithful in that Work whereto you are dedica- 
ted. The former Sermon I long refuſ-d to pub- 
liſh, becauſe I thought to inſert it into aAarger Trea- 
tiſe The ſecond contains but Hints of ſundry. Mat- 
ters not to be enlarged on in a ſingle Sermon. I pia 
that both now join d may ſerve ſome good purpoſe. 
Tou are Perſons likely to be ſignificant for excellent 
Service in your Generation, if you continue bumble 
and diligent. © We who are going off the Stage, adore 
the divine Providence, which has raiſed many ſuch 
under our Diſadvantages; and pray for an Effuſion 
of the Spirit, whereby you may exceed us in Abilities 
and Succeſs: that you may ſee the Power of Religion, 
and the Rights of our Lord Jeſus, as Law giver, 
mdre extenſively obtain. „ 
But tho your Endowments be con{iderable for your 
Age, yet allow that your Experience by many Tears 
will male you wiſer ;, for you'll ſee things in their E- 
vents, Men and Matters in various Aſpects, and 
Confidence ſo baffled by diſcover'd Miſt akss, that in 
gray Hairs you'll pity the Stlf-conceitedneſs of many 
young Men. T pe” 
Your publick Appearance falls out in a time of Li- 
berty, it's a Seaſon for diffuſive Good, improve it 
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with Diligence, as what is loſeable ; with Caution, 
as Men much obſery'd ; with Honeſty to Fellow- 
Labourers, as under Temptations to undermine each 
other, to your common Hurt; with Prudence, as 
having great Events depending; and therefore irri- 
tate none -needleſly,” nor be the Tools of any; but le- 
ing true to the publick Good, mind your own Wort; 
maintain the Truth as it is in Feſus ;, and approve 
your ſetdes Men devoted to the Intereſt of Chriſt, and 
ſubſerviently thereto to underſtand your own. 
Over conſiderable Flocks you are calf d to be pa- 
ſtors; let none deſpiſe your Youth, through a care- 
leſs, raſh, vain, or inſolent Bebaviour; ; Jem will be 
abt to allow for your Years, but will rather on that ac- 
count reject what you are capable, and authorized to 
fay and do. Therefore undertake nothing which be- 
longs not to you,; aſſert nothing without good Proof 7 
#ſe Patience in all Caſes, which Time will mend- 
Soon remove Prejudices as far as innocent Szlf-dent- 


al will contribute to it; intermeddle as little as may 


bein your People's ſecular Affairs; and if poſſible ne- 
ver diſpute with them about your own ; yet be reſolute 


in the plain Concerns of Chriſt : Suppreſs Contentions 


in the beginning, and, except in Caſes of very great 
Importance, never bring your Debates or private. 


Diſguſts into the Pulpit. Diſcountenance Factions, 
diſtinguiſh well-meaning weak Mn, from ſuch as 
aim at Di viſions from baſe or aſpiring Ends, or an 


Enmity to Peace and Moderation. - Attempt no 


Cburch-Cenſures, where the Fault is not ſo great and 
Plain, as to give juſt Reaſon for convicting the en- 
dor, and the Concurrer ce of the People. 
Preaching i is a principal part of your Office. Pray 
for Help in your Preparations, take due time, and 
prepare 
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prepare to the utmoſt of your Abilities, that Miter | 


and Words be adapted to "ey greateſt Benefit of you 
Hearers ; and not to pleaſe: the Fe Fanſte; or ſerwe any 
carnal turn of your own or others. Reduce all T1 4 
to the practical holy Ends for which they were reveal. 
eu, urginy Arguments, fit to incline the Will as a ra- 
tional Appetite. Firmly believe, and get your Hearty 
affected with what you intend to preach ; but when you 
are Preaching, be principally careful, that your Per- 
formance be decent, pertinent, and fitted to prevail 
with "others; not refuſing what may occur to 
Minds, as an Addition to your prepared Matter, if 
ur Skill in Divinity ſecures you againſt the Ai iftakes 
75 fadden Thoughts, When you retire, meditate and 
ay ber your Sermon, as concerned fo profit by the. 


= ſame Truths, and ſure to be Judged by the orc 


Word, as you applied to others; 
Studious Searches after Truth are. preparatory to 
your Performances, and will be your Employ to Old 
Age, except Pride or Sloth will make you content 
with "ſuperficial K nowlodge. In all your Studies re- 


member you are Miniſters, therefore propoſe a grea- 


ter Fitneſs for your Work by all deſigned Acquire- 
ments. . The Holy Bible is your Rule, and chief of 
Mines, let that lead and finally determine all your 
| Notions of divine Truths; and to prevent Miſtakes, 
fully examine and compare; before you are confi 
art explain dark Plates by the plainer, - and 
what's ſeldom or occaſionally mentioned, by what's 
frequently and of ſet Purpoſe inculeated. Accu- 
rately examine all Metaphirical Expreſſions, - and 
the Scope of Parables ; ſet ſome undoubted T1 ubs, 
as the Bounds within which you conſine your S ar- 


e into what's more intricate and diſpmtable: _ 
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in matters diſcaverable only by inf} pired Revelation, 
with 4 Holy, Reverence check bold Enquiries, and 
keep to the Words of the Holy Spirit. 
Deep Searches into Truth will lead you fo dife 
ferent Opinions from many others, which ought not 
to be debated with Violence, Obſtinacy, Contempt, 
or Hatred : For avoiding "thereof, Eclipſe not the 
juſt Worth of any, whoſe Sentiments you diſap- 
prove; impute not the Conſequences they diſomn; 
let no Prejudice ogainſs Men obſtruct the Light 
you might receive ; abate not Chriſtian Love where 
the Error is tolerable; ; miſrepreſent not Mens Opi- 
nions to ſerve a Party- turn, which is the vileſt Kna-. 
very. Be glad to find your Agreement greater than 
you apprehended ; when you mean the ſame thing, 
let not Strife about Words be thought a juſt Pretence 
for ſeeming Diſagreement ;, And labour for a di- 
ſtint Notion- of things, ' that Logomachies may 
not expoſe Peace, Truth, and the common Intereſt 
of good Men to danger. 
4 bope a good End may be ſerved if I ſuggeſt to 
ou a few Seaſonable Diſtinctions- Diſtinguiſh, 
1. Between God's Decree of Benefits, Ad his 
Promiſes applied, which inveſt in a Right to, and 
give us the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Benefits. 5 
2. Between the Covenant of Innocence made 
with Mankind in Adam, as their Root; and the Co- 
wenant of Redemption, "made with Chriſt as Medi- 
1 ' ater; And the Goſpel-Covenant, to be offer'd to 
B all for their Conſent, and ſtipulated with Belicvers. 
1 3. Between Chriſt's being a mediating Surety by 
| the Covenant of Redemption, in which the honouring 
| of. the Law was one Article; And bis being a joint 
| Party with Men in the Covenant of Works, which 
would make bim no Mediator. | 4. Be- 
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1. Between a Redemption by the Deith f ewif, 
a notwithſtandin; = Care of the Lam, renders 
all. Men capable of the offers of S. Ination on the 
Terms of the Goſpel; And a Redemption that even- 
tually ſecures the E lef?'s e with Wet Tongs 
and Their future Salvation. 
J Between the impetrating Merit of all Nba 
Bleſſings, adjuſted in the 3 of Redemption, and 
performed by Chriſt alone : And the Qualification. 
enjoin d by the «Goſpel a ſuch as ſhall enjoy thoſe 
Bleſſings, in the Virtue of Chriſt's Merits. 
6. Between the natural Law, enacting Duties with 


Promiſes, adjuſted by equitable Juſtice: between G 


and Men; And a poſitive Law of Grace, injoyning 
Duties on fallen Man, with Promiſes of a Salva- 
tion: purchaſed by Chriſt for Bilievers, and an In- 
tereſt therein tendred to all Men upon believing, 
which Intereſt is to be now examined by us, and 
hereaftcr will b adjudged by Chriſt according to 
* Tender, as a Rule of Fudgment. 
. Bctween the General Alſent of Faith; And 
Fg entire Form with. reſpect fo a Mediator, when 

in. the Condition of Fuſti lation. + Ret 

8. Between Goſpel- Repentance unto» Life as thèꝰ 
neceſſary means of an Apoſtate's Return to the Holi- © 
neſs be fell from; And its being a Part of that Ho- 
lIineſs*that be fell from, and turns to. 

9. Between an Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
8 ; which imports our having done and ſuffer- 

what he did; And an Imputation of Chriſt's 


Righteouſneſs, as a Believers ſecuring Plea, fi for f 
Chriſt 


k ment © 0 the Bleſſings purchaſed by © 
Waere, and 27 0 to KN in the GE; 


\ 


10. "His 
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5340. Betmerk 4 Aicbewe meriting m_ I- 
Bleſhng 4 And a Righteouſneſs which 2 4 Com- 
8 b the Goſpel· Terms, upon which eee 
on thro* 0 BY N to _— | 

r 
4 J hope youll accept what a Zeal * your ; Good, 
au uße Benefit of others, has prevailed with me 
| foattempt in theſe Advices, that God who bas ſent 
Jae to labour in bis Vineyard, would keep you'faith- 

ful, and enable you to deſpiſe all the tempting Ad- 
wantages, and all the diſcouraging Reproaches | and 
; Sufferings of his preſent World; from a realixin 
7 * mois pl * come; os __ bearty rg 
1 


18 * | | | Your Affectionste brother 
ene Fa aud Ant, | 


e ERRATA.. 


AGE. 16. line 6. for fra, read A p- 25. 

blot ont (#0). p. 30. J. 27. for aſſerted, read e. 
. p44. 6. for your, read youll. p. 45. 1. 2, and 9- * | 
© ad read in the Lord. p. 77. . 28. f. four r. 
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2 20 OR. I. 1 5: 
dud who is + ſufficient for theſe Thing f 


| 11 E Context bern a the Apoſtle; 
in this Exclamation, refers to the 
_ Work of the Goſpel-Miniftry ; for 
bi declares he had opportunity to preach 

Goſpel; When I came to Troas to preath Chriff's 
Goſpel, and a Door was open d to me of the Lord. 
His Succeſs in this Work he mentions with 


Thanks to G OD the Author of it; Now Ge Ver. Ids | 


be to GOD which cauſeth us to triumph j in Chriſt, and 
maketh manifeſt the Savor of bis Knowledge by us 


in every place. He adds, that his Labours were 


ee to GOD, and not in vain; even to 
thoſe who profited not thereby, they had effect 


on them, but very diſmal, For we are unta G0 Ver. 159 
= hw that are ſaved, and" 


"In Savor ** in t 


s ver. ON 
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in them that periſh ; to the one we are the _ mop of 
Death unto Death, and to the other the Savor of 
1 unto Life. 
en 0e deer out intorthis ſudden 
xdamation, Who is ſufficrent for theſe Things ? 
His ſerious Mind is RM with the Greatneſs of 
a Work, upon which ſich awful Events depend- 
ed; and it cannot be otherwiſe with any, who 
* know d believe theſe things, as he did. But ĩt 
is — 1 237 that many undertake the Mi- 
niſterial Office, with a Mind ſo light and carnal, 
as diſcovers ſach Unacquaintednels with its Du 
ties, and a Contempt of its Effects, as if they 
were disbelieved; and knowing that as this pre- 
vails, the aptneſs of our Labours to the benefit 
of Souls mo I ſhall endeavour to 
raiſe in you more n thoughts of this ſa- 
cred Office, which will be a Motive to Diligence 
| in Preparations for — Work, and direct you 
i; in a faithful diſcharge of it to faving Purpoſes. - 
==... Who is fuſficient, rie inves the 1771 notes | 
Y ſometimes, 2 ON 
| Mate. It. 1. Worphineſs : Whoſe Shoe 1 an at worthy 
"fo Wear Wh. 

5 . Sometimes alterneſi or Fitneſs Our Trans 
| Natots take it in this ſenſe, 4 d. Who has Skill 
Fo and Strength proportionable ? Who has a Mind 
and Temper ſuitable to ſo. high and hard a 
Work? js there any Man par e _ 
Apoſtle herefore here expreſſetbL, — 

1. A humble Senſe of Mens Urorthineſs of 
1 reat à Dignity as the Miniſteriat Office, eſpe- 
Fu to be ſuccefsfuliin it; 4. d. How ſtrange 
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any 2 the ſinful Race of Mankind, as to ſtand 
92 « | near to GO D, and be 4 joint Mer. with 
Him! in ſaving Souls? The Conlon is fohigh 
. and honourable as becomes the higheſt Angel: 
What an Unexpected Favour then is it; that, 
Ny 4 defiled Clay ſhoutd be exerciſed therein! Can 
© Fleſh''be worthy to repreſent GOD,” "af 
* tranſa& with the World in his Name Bonk 
„Matters ſo Spiritual and Divine, and of ſhelf 
e Conſequehce” Both to Chriſt and Mankinc? A 
St. Paul utters His own Apptehenſion of 'this ks 1 
to himſelf To ne, who am leſi than' the leaſt of 4B eph. 3. 8. 
Saints, is this Grace iven, t at I ſhould preuch "the. . 
anſearchable- Kiches. 1 Chriſt. 'He eſteemd it an 
unmerited Favour'; and if we have not ſuch 1 y 
Thoughts of our ſelves, we ſhall not 5 ray 
for GOD's Aﬀſtance, or on 1 good ground 
pect his Bleſſing. - 
2. An mf "Apprebenſion's of the great 2 
culty and Conſequence"of the lob of-the Mini- 
ſtry, as what few are fit for; 4. d. Who is 
* able and furniſhed for that When is 6 =... 
cred, fo hard, fo heavy; and upon whit "0 „* | 
more than a World depends? * e 
But theſe, two Heads may be reduced to one I 
becauſe an "approved fitneſs for the Wörk i is 
a Goſpel Worthineſs of 5 he: Office; and thert 
fote I Sum is, What Man has pot reaſbn hum. 
by to confeſs, he wants this Meetieks, 1 whict in 
Be ts Leia n is a | Worthinefs of this Of- 
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clamation. n 
I. For Explication. Prop. 1. The Words are 
applicable to the Miniſterial Office in the hands 
f Preshyters. 2. The Text does not imply, that 
#0 44insſters are in ſome approved degree fit for 
this Work, and ſo far. worthy in God's Accep- 
tation. 3. A ſerious affecting Conviction of the 


» 


Dignity:and Difficulty of the Work of the Mi- 


> . ,..-niſtryas of great uſe to Miniſters, and a good 
| 4 | TERED 1 3 | ; þ 


II. I ſhall ſhew the juſt grounds for this Ex- 


1 
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hen where it prevath. EP. 
Prop. 1. The Words are a Ben to the Mi- 

ny niſke 1a} Office in the hands of Presbyters. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks not of what was peculiar to the 
Apo /zalical Office, but what's common to ordi- 
nary Presbyters, its preaching the Goſpel with 

its Effects and Adjuncts that he mentions; now 
Preaching the Goſpel belongs to a Presbyter, 
1 Tim. 5. 2 Part of his Work and Truſt: He is to la- 
17. bote in the Word and Doctrine; he is to feed the 
et. 5. 2. Flock; and the Labours of ſuch will turn to 
* 13: the Joyful or grievous Account of thoſe who hear 


Prop: z. The Text implies not, that no Mini- 
ſters are in ſome approved Degree fit for this 
Work, and fo far worthy in divine Acceptation. 
Many are branded as altogether unfit, but not 
all - It's 'marvclous that any are tolerably fit, 
but not impoſſible ;, and yet it's true, that the beſt 
accompliſh'd has reaſon to be conſcious of ma- 
ay Defects in his Attainments and Perfor- | | 
mances. Such things indeed may. be e lor 
: | N 6 Y 
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fer'd 1 from the extenſive Aſpect of the Words; 
But he intends not to condemn every Miniſter 
as wholly inſufficient. 

This Head I'll explain, to prevent Miſtakes.. 

1. The Fitneſs for. this Work reſpecteth both 
the Eſſential Gualifications, which Gig appoints 
as neceſſary; and the faithful exerting thoſe 
Qualifications in the diſcharge of this Office. 


Commit theſe to faithful Men, able to teach others. 2 Tim. 2. 


Ability and Faithfulneſs are Requiſites, The for- 

mer you find oft mentioned, as Tit. 1. 6, to ver, 

10. 1 Tim. 3. 2, to ver. 7. You may alſo infer 

1 nature of their Work, and the Titles 

2 0 to Miniſters, what Qvalifications are i in⸗ 

Sifpenſibly required ; there cannot be a real Per- 
formance of their Work, if they be unqualified 


altogether ; on the other hand, the Perſon may <q 


be qualified, and yet be very unit, by not em- 
ploying his Abilities according to his Place. 
The Holy Spirit hath ſet down Rules for our 
Exerciſe and Behaviour, as well as for Abilities, ; 
you'll meet theſe in the fore- mentioned places, 
and in many other Scriptures, as Ac, 20,28, 3 1. 
Vou may further infer them from the recorded 


Reproofs and Threats againſt the faulty Prieſts Rev. 2. 13. | 


and Prophets, as alſo againſt the Angels of the 
_ Churches, Diotrephes and others: It's probgble 
e great neglect herein Was. charged on 


Archippus ; Say to Archippus, Tale heed to tbe Col. 417. 


Miniſtry thou haſt received of the Lord, that thou 

fulfil it. ö 

2. But you muſt ae a difference 8 
ſuch a defect in Abilities, as iucapacitates for 


* W and what only renders one leſs fit, 
B 3 as” 
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as compared with Perſons of greater Eminency. | 
There are different Degrees of the ſame kind 
of Gifts among Men juſtly admitted to be 
Preachers, and it's hard to determine, what is 
the loweſt Degree which makes one capable of 
this Function ; eſpecially in extraordinary Seaſons 
and Caſes. Great Caution becomes us in de- 
_ termining this, for it's dangerous to nullify the 
Admi ion; of weaker Men in Places and 
Times of Ignorance; and not ſafe to enlarge 
th&Linmfts in Times and Places of greater Light, 
and'where Perſons of more adequate En 
ments may be found in a ſufficient wah 
Let 1 dn 1 may fafely affirm, No Man'ſhould 8 
be feceived 2s 4 Miniſter, nor will Chriſt al- 
4 Rim to be ſuch, unleſs he has Gifts which 
= - fit him to perform all the effential Parts of 
= his Office to ſpiritual Ed ification, without ex- 
| pan ng. the People to damning Fetors, or the 
= ce to the juſt Contempt I thoſe, among 
| = he ordinarily Tabours. ' 
__ There may be uch Abuſes and Neglects 
= 1 aue Escirion of the Office, as do render 
NM len of fufficient Gifts, ſo altogether unaccep- 
1 YAY table to God, as to 9 9 High 
| It's thus, when by 'their Errors or ſeanda- 
3 lous Enormities they deo more hurt than good. 


As aſſe, When their Labours are generally: di- 
rrecded 0 an End oppoſite to the Intereſt of 
q Chriſt,” and Benefit of Souls, or managed with 

E no tendency to theſe. . Groſs and ſtated Neglects 
| are alſo high Provocations ; ſuch be called dumb 
Dogs, and greedy Dogs too, which commonly 


meet 'in the ſame Men. The Abilities of ſuch 
| Perſons 
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Perſons are their Snare, and will apgravate 
their Condemnation : To. them God faith, Be- Hoſ. 4. 6, 
cauſe thou haſt rejected * nowledge, Iggpill alſo irc 9: 

thee, that thou [bal not be a Prieſt unto me. They. 
eat up the Sin of my People, and they ſet their Heart 
on their Iniquity; and 22 all be like People like 
Prieſt, and 7 will puniſh them for their ways. The 
Condition of a >eople under ſuch a Miniſter 
is deplorable ; they have little or no hope to 1 
profit, they are in great danger to be corrupted, 4 
offended; and grow worſe and worſe; for he 4 
wants Divine Aſſiſtance in his Preparations, be : 
is ſo far from a Bleſſing on his Pefo mances, 
that God has declared he will make t em con- 
temptible 55 unuſeful. 

Vet as fatal as ſuch Miniſters are to the Chick, 
they are too .common in every Age; 5 many are 
thus unfjt as to Abilities, Abuſe, and gtoſs Neg- 
lects. Nor can it be eaſily prevented, where Men 

are admitted into the Office upon ſlighty Trials, 
or Miniſters are accountable to none, or elſe 
to ſuch only who are regardleſs how the Office 
is managed, or unfit to udge. 

4. Nevertheleſs the Words do not impbrt, 
that all Men employ'd in this Office are utterly 
2 of deine qualified, and faithful in 


ebe chey Gonify, that a Fitneſs in both theſs : 
reſpects is difficult, and oft ſo rare, that few 9 

among them who aſſume the Office, are qualifi- 

ed, and manage their Work in a tolerable degree; | 

yea and the beſt need Aſſiſtance from above, 
and pardon of many Neglects; yet we may be 5 M4 

Lure, That al Miniſters are not neceſſarily inſuffi- 

” "= 4 cient. 
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cient. If this were the intent of the Text, it 
muſt reflect on the Wiſdom, or Goodneſs, or 
Power of Chriſt. On his Wiſdom; for if he ſhou'd 
- appoint Me 0 a ſtated Office, for which no 
Man cou'd be fitted, his End in that A ppoint- 
ment wou' d be always fruſtrated by his Choice 
of unfit Means; or it muſt reflect on his Good- 
neſs, to call Men to a Work of ſo great Con- 
cernment to the: Weal of other Souls, with a 
Charge importing ſuch Danger or. Benefit to 
themſelves; and yet not one poſſible to be 
qualified for this Office. 
Or if his Wiſdomand Good Will be vindicated, 
the Reflection wou'd fall upon his Power, as if 
he were not able to give to any Men thoſe ne- 
neſſary Endowments, and excite them to * 
faithful Uſe of thoſe Abilities. 
But bleſſed be his Name, he is moſt wiſe, 
perfectly good, and Almighty ; and therefore 
ſome ſhall be found ſufficient for theſe things : 
He takes ſuch care about it, that Inſtances 
thereof have been found in the Church from 
age to age. Many had cauſe to ſay, He bas made 
. us able Miniſters of the New Teſtament 5 tuaivazey* 
Chriſt made them to be ſufficient and worthy ; 
_"* Interrogation in my Text is, Who is ſuffici- 
ent; they cou d anſwer, We are > ſufficient, th . 
is of GOD and not of our ſelves. Tichicus 

. | faithful Miniſter in the Lord, ſuch hath the- 
Church been bleſſed with in many Places, Men 
accepted with G OD, as their Succeſs and his 
Care for them have witneſſed. Therefore deſpair 
not, but apply your ſelves to become ſuch Veſ- 
ſels of Honour, meet ay our Maſter's W741} 
Prop. 


¶ the Miniſterial-Office. i 


Prop. 3. A ſerious affecting Condition of the 
Dignity and Difficulty of the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry is of great uſe to Miniſters, and a good Sign 
where it's Sund. I mean not an over-whelmimg 
Senſe, which may affright the Qualified from 
this Office; or what may diſ-ſpirit or torment 
the Faithful in the exerciſe of it ; there's no 
ground for that : But the thing I aim at, is ſuch 
a Senſe as may check a vain, ſlothful, careleſs 
and proud Mind ; and engage all the Powers 
of the Soul (with a conſtant Dependance on 
Chriſt) ia all that belongs to this Sacred Em- 
ployment. wa Sages 

1. It is of great uſe. to Miniſters to have their 
Thoughts thus poſleſſed; for if you are duly 
ſenſibte of the greatneſs of this Employ, it 
will excite yon to prepare for the Work, and to 
be ſtill improving in all Gifts and Graces, which 
are neceſſary to the right Diſcharge of it; it's a 
matter too ſacred to be trifled with; you'll not | 

think what coſ# you nothing to be ſufficient, © 1 
Theſe right Apprehenſions will put you to ſtudy - 
to ſhew your ſelves approved unto GOD, +2 
Workmen that need not to be aſhamed. You muſt 2 Tim- 2- 

be aſhamed, if the moſt awful Buſineſs is ma- 15 

naged negligently ; and if in what you reckon of 

moſt Importance, your Souls are inconſtant, re- 
miſs and diſingaged. G OD and your own Con- © - 
ſciences will put you to the Bluſh at the remem- 
brance of this Office, when you diſcharge it | 
without a holy Care to make full Proof of it. » Tim, ly" 
Juſt Thoughts will cauſe earneſt Supplications 3. 1 
for Divine Aid, in a matter ſo much above 
your own Strength. You'll be forc'd to be oft 
f =” at 


* - = N 
, 
x. 


* 
. 1 2 
N - tag 8 _ 6 Le" Cl, . o 
28 enn bn NEW: , 
. L 4 3 3 LAY” * * _ * 1 N + f 
» F * - 2 = 


10 he Great Importance and. Difficulty 


n 


at the Throne of Grace * Wiſdom, Zeal and 
Faithfulneſs, that the Blood of Souls may not be 
laid to your Charge, nor any come ſhort of Salva- 
x Theſſ. 5. tion by your Default; yea you'll ſee the Prayers 
23- of others needful. Theſe the Apoſtle deſired. 
This affecting Senſe will put you in all Hu- 
mility to fix your entire Dependance on Chriſt 
for Conduct, Aſſiſtance and Succeſs. On him 
the ſtreſs of your Hope will lie and as you'll have 
no Confidence in Self, fo you'IF aſcribe to him 
the Glory of all right Performances, and their 
x Cor. 15. good Effects. I laboured more abundantly. than 
10. they all, yet not I, but the Grace of God which wa 
with me. What intent Reviews and Enquiries 
will this command as to your Attainments, 
Labours, and Behaviour z you'll oft askx, Am I 
0 2s well furniſh'd as I might have beeryif diligent i P 2 
= Could not I have preach d more profitably than I 
= have done? Might not. I have better improved 
ſuch a ſeaſonable Opportunity to reclaim or im- 
Þ - prove ſuch a Soul ? 
1 This will beget great Solicitouſneſs about the 
l 1 Succeſs of our Miniſtry. Eternity is concern'd 
in what I am about, How ſhall | accommodate 
| my Work as it may beſt tend to ſave periſhing 
| Souls? For what Succeſs I had, I am thankful, 
1 2 Theſſ. 2 and rejoice in every Convert as ah Crown and 
19. Joy. Y 
1K 4 But I grieve over the Impenitent as miſera- | 
ble; Oh my Soul, is nothing owing to my De- 
ii ' fect ? Is there any thing in my Temper or Beha- | 
Vviour that hardned theſe Hearts, or hindred their 
. Benefit? Any thing I can remove? Or is there 
Il any thing [ can further do for the Welfare of 
theſe Souls nr : 4 e 
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lt will alſo ſecure you againſt needleſs Diver- 
dons, and Waſte of Time. Can I have nothing 
to do, when my Time is ſhort, my Buſineſs of 
ſuch Concern, my Life ſo uncertain as well as 
ſhort; ſo many need my Help, and my Ac- 
count ſo ſtrait? 
It will be a good Preſervative againſt Sin, 25 
what forfeits the Influences of the Holy Spirit, 
upon which your Fitneſs, and the Succeſs of the 
apteſt Labours depend: For if by wilful Sins 
you grieve and quench the Holy Spirit, your 
Study and Labours are unlikely to ſerve the 
great Purpoſes of your Office; yea how dark 
ſtraitned, weak, faint and dead will you fin 
your own Spirits in the moſt ſolemn Orte, * 
ces. 
A Mind impreſſed by the greatneſs of this 
Office, cannot forbear to excite 'in it ſelf ſuch 
Thoughts and Purpoſes; all which tend to a 
Miniſter's Benefit, as they awaken him to avoid | 
Impediments, and to endeavour ſuch a Frame © x1) 
of Spirit, and ſuch a Management of himſelf a 
Labours, as aptly conduce, and are ordinaril 
bleſſed to the Saving Ends of this Inſtitution. 
It was from this deep Senſe of the Dignity 
and Greatneſs of Miniſterial Work, expreſſed in 
the Text, that our Apoſtle was ſo induſtrious, un- ö 
wearied, zealous, reſolved and faithful in the Mi- - *#- 
niſtry. "Had we thoſe clear and believing Appre- x 
henſions of GOD, and Chriſt, and Eternity,and the 
Worth of Souls, as he had, we ſhould be more * 
affected; and thereby come to reſemble him 7 
more in the Application of our ſelves to the 
Duties of ue? 
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I might. add, that a juſt Senſe of this Work 
would Fender Ordainers more cautious and im- 
rtial in the admiſſion of others into this Office; 
the Apoſtle's Caution is too oft forgot, Doing 
1 Tim. 5. Nothing by Partiality, Lay hands ſuddenly on 710 
21,22, Man. Careleſs Ordinations argue contemptu- 
ous Thoughts of the Miniſtry, 
2. This affecting Senſe of the Greatneſs of 
this Work is a good Sign; it's a Sign that we 
have high T houghts of God, who appointed this 
Office: For 1 Regard to him, which is ex- 
Preſsd in valuing, his Intereſt, obeying his Au- 
thority, revering his Inſtitutions, truſting his 
Promises, and fearing his Judgment- bar. 

It alſo argues a fim Belief of the matters a- 
* which we are concerned. Were we doubt- 
ful of the Truth of unſeen things, an Office ex- 
erciſed altogether about them wou d be ſlighted. 
But when it greatly concerns us as a Subject 0 the 

higheſt moment, we diſcover a full Perſwaſion of 
WF © cor. 4. the Truth of the Goſpel we preach; we believe 
13. and therefore ſpeak concernedly of the Matters of 
= | Salvation. GOD and Chriſt, the Immortality 

of the Soul, the Reſurrection, the Day of Judg- 
ment, Heaven and Hell, muſt be eſteem'd Rea- 
lities 'by that Man, who is very ſolicitous to 
acquit himſelf a faithfyl Miniſter, and jealons 
2 Cor. 4. Of his Inſufficiency. Knowing the T errors of the 
11. Lord we per ſwade Men. It "ia a bumble 
ſerious Mind, a Mind at leaſt free from that Pride 

and Levity, 'which are common Impediments of 

Mens uſefulneſs ; and muſt be ſo, not only as 

they indiſpoſe us for Divine Aſſiſtance, but as 

| _ hinder our 2 nce co improve, debaſe 
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our ee and render them unaccepta- 
ble to Men, and leſs apt to benefit them, . - 
Again, It's a ſign that ſecular Advantages are 
not higheſt i in our Aims, or the Springs of our 
undertaking this Office, and our Labours there- 
in; for ſuch mean things can little influence a 
Heart awed by the Sacredneſs of his Charge. 
This is alſo a good Prognoſtick of the Fruit 
fulneſs of our Labours, and that GOD intends 
to uſe us for his Glory in this bleſſed Work; 
for it diſcovers a great aptitude in our Tem- 
for due Management of our Labours, and 
a hopeful Proſpect of GOD's making them ef- 
fectual. This will appear, if we conſider 
A Heart thus affected is a very tender Heart, 


and not under the power of that Deadneſs, lich 


is cauſed by Profaneneſs and Sloth ; it's an evi- 
dence that we ftand in GOD's Secret, and con- 
verſe; much with Him, and with our elves. 


--It argues a readineſs to know our Defects, to 


improve our Helps, to be fervent in Prayer, to 
receive the Spirit's Influence, to be watchful 
againſt Impediments, and to render to GOD the 
Glory of all Succeſs; yea, and of all due Fre- 
Nen and Performances. 


A Perſon of this Frame is rrepored for Ser- 


vice; - GOD lays a, Foundation by ſuch a Tem- 
per; for thoſe eminent Laboprs: and png 
which generally enſue. 

Finally, This is fo great a ſign of all chan 
things, and as ſuch deſirable, that if yon are not 


thus affected by your Office, "it will be (as I ſhall 
hereafter prove) a Snare, and is a plain token 
of the contraries of what [ have mention'd, any 
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one of which 7 8005 dernde every conſt erate 
Mind. 1 f 


LT ſhall proceed to the ſecond general Head. 


4 II. Tbe Grounds of- this Exclamation. 


Theſe I ſhall urge as Motives, to get our Hearts 
humbly and ſeriouſly affected with the Dignity 
and Difficulty- of our Work, as Miniſters. When 
we hear ſuch an eminent Apoſtle thus ventir 
bimſelf, our Hearts ſhould much more be fille 
with an bumble Fear and Solicitouſneſs, becauſe 
we are ſo many degrees inferior to him in Abili- 

ties and Faithfulneſs. 20 

I confeſs, as far as his extraordinary Can to s 

the Mimltzy, with the Miracles atteſting it, |! 

and his amazing Succeſs therein, drew out his 
Soul in wonder, we have not the ſame reaſon, [ 

becauſe our Call is 1 and we have fewer 

| _ to our Miniſtry : But yet when he cries, It 
Who is ſufficient. for theſe things? we may in fome }t© 
teſpects much more do fo, v1z. as they expreſs I 
a ſenſe of Unworthineſs as well as Inſufficiency : Il 
For our Conſciences may inform us of thoſe” Of- C 
fences, as may cauſe us to wonder GOD has be- V 
C 

w 


ſtow'd and continu'd the Gifts and Abilities 
which we poſſeſs. We have cauſe of humble Ac- 
Enowledgments, that he who foreſaw our Neg- 

lects ſhould not rejecꝭ us when we enter'd into 

2 this Office. What a wonder is it, that ſuch poor 10 
Labours nould be bleſt to any Souls, and we cons N-? 
tinv<d in this Office ſo long; to the benefit of re 

ay! We have more reaſon to admire at our ki 


heffer Succeſs, than Paul had as to greater, con- 
jecring 
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eie han much leſs. our Heart is in our 
Work than his was; how much leſs: diligent 


and abundant in Labours; how a far leſs Zeal -- - 


for GOD and Love to Souls inſpire us than him; 
how much leſs exemplary in Walk, and ſtedfaſt 


45 
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in Trials we are than this Apoſtle: On ſuch 


Accounts ye cauſe to acknowledge our 

greater D of ſuch an Office. D 
But Ip deſign to treat of the Great- 

neſs and Di fa Miniſter's Work, as what 


may affect vs with a ſenſe of the Inſufficiency of 


moſt Preachers, yea of any, without Diligence 


and Divine Aſſiſtances. This is the chief Rea- 
for! why the Apoſtle: cries, ho is ſufficient ? 
The. Dueneſs and Juſtice, hereof will de e 
if you conſider: 


1. What a GOD\he. is whomwe perſonate, and = 


ſtand ſo near co. 

We are the Mouths by which he ſpeaks 
to Men, and who is} fit to ſpeat as bis Ora- 
cle? Vet this is GO D's Injunction, . 
Mun ſpeał, let him ſpeak» as — Oracles "of 60D. 
What Plainneſs and Authority, what Truth and; 
Gravity; becomes them who are his Ambaſſadors, 
who deliver his. Meſſage as repreſenting him? 


vet GOD by us beſcecheth Men, we pray Alen in 2 Cor. fi 


Chriſt's: ſtead to be reconcilad to GOD. How ſhould 
we tremble leaſt we. ſay in his Name, what is 
unworthy-of Him, or in a manner that becomes 
not our glorious Eord, m⁰ο nom ſpeabeth from 
Heaven by his er when they: ace, his 
real Will? 

"Again, It js. bylus — ſealeth Cesknans⸗ Bebe 


* _ 'applierh, his Bleſlings. We are R 
tne. 


x Pet. 4 
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the peoples Mouth to GOD; we offer their 
publick Petitions and Praiſes to Him; we are to 
Joel 2.17. intercede for them, and as the Miniſters of the Lord 
to weep between the Porch and the Altar, and ſay, 
Spare thy People, O Lord. Onght we not to cry 
out, who is a Perſon ſufficiently ſerious, wiſe, 
fervent, pure in Heart, and ſtrangalr Faith, to 
lay Hand on GOD, and tyaln_ 
for Men; a GOD who ſec 
- Aims, our Diſtractions, and t. 
Deſires? A holy GO D, who cannot but hate 
all Hypocriſie, Impurit „pride, Levity and Car- 
nality: A GOD o ſuch Glory, Wiſdom, 
Authority and Power, our 'T houghts of Him 
muſt be debaſing and diſhonourable, or our Con- 
cernedneſs with Him will deeply affect IHE 

2, The Purpoſes we ſerve are High and GOD- 
like. 

Theſe may be collected from the Ends for 
which this Office was inſtituted , the Commiſ- 
ſion granted, and the Directions given us with 
reſpect to our Duty in effecting thofe Purpoſes, 
The Deſigns we are to perſue are to deſtroy Sa- 
tan's Kingdom, which is variouſly ſupported; 
Mat. 28. to build up the Kingdom of our Redeemer, which 
108, 20. is ſo ſpiritual, and yet much oppoſed ;. to diſ- 
x Cor. 4. ciple Apoſtates to our Lord, by enlightning a a 
wy” blind World, and begetting Souls to Chriſt; | 
Eph. +l perfect Saints, "aud edify the Body of Chriſt by — — 
1 12 Qrine and Diſcipline, that they may walk wor- 
_ © thy of Chriſt here, and be meet for the hea-}ſ / 
venly Glory. But more of this hereafter. Who 
s fit to ſubſerve ſuch great Deſigns? Deſigns} | 
| Ow of that infinite Wiſdom, which 1 3 

them, 


2 1 A a 1 
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— and wherein his Honour is ſo agg 
What Acquaintance with GOD, what Appli- 
cation of Mind, what Skill, what Courage muſt 
he have? +Who is fit to be a Worker togetber wah, R Cor. 
60 in effecting ſuch glorious Purpoſts N 2 18 
3. The Nature of our Work, 5 
Izhis is ſpiritual, hard and various. We have 
BB ſeveral Tit es, and each has its peculiar Q alifi- 
cation: As Paſtors, we need Tenderneſs and 
Care: As Teachers, we need Knowledge, Fa- 
tience and Faithfulneſs: As Soldiers, We need 
OCourage, Strength, Vigour and Reſolution: As 
Maichmen, we need Vigilance and Fidelity: As 
Rulers, we need Prudence, Impartiality, Dili- 
-K gence, Exemplarineſs and Fortitude: As Stewards, 
Obſervance of our Lord, en 3 Cir- 
- en 5 1 
The Work allotted us is to bis moſh with 
r GOD, and Souls; it's about what's myſte- 
- || rious and ſupernatural; itẽs of vaſt compaſs and 
hill great variety. We are to explain the Dactrines 
s. of Chriſt, many whereof are ſublime and intri- 
. cate. We are to diſcover the Spirituality and 7 
MM Extent of GOD's Precepts, and deliver the whole Acts 20. 
h Counſel of GOD. We muſt exbort and rebuke 27. 
with all Authority); we muſt intreat and plead Tit. 2. 13. 
a with the greateſt Aptneſs to perſwade; it's in- 
to cumbent on us to defend the Truth, convince - 
o- Gainſayers, contend for the Faith, reclaim ſuch 
r-} 25 tranſgreſs, detect falſe, Hopes, reduce the 


a - Wanderer, reſtore Backſliders,” " awaken the 
hol Secure, comfort the Mourner, ſupport the Fee- 
ns ble, and iy W Winde aum Holineſs and 
ed Joy. | hs T 
Trib? 2 5 GOD 


860 requires of us to adminiſter Sacra- 
Jer. 16.19. ments to Edi fication, with a diſtinction between 
Ezck. 45. 'theifit and ſuch as ought to be debar'd: To ex- 
23 —— . JerciſeDiſcipline, and take cere of a Succeſſion 
3 * of Miniſters. Our Work extends to fatisfie 
Doubts, reſolve Caſes +of Conſcience, direct 
Mens Converſation — warn them of approach- 
ing Judgments, 
Ho hard is it * fit for any part of this 
Mork? How much harder to be ſuited to all of 
lit, and diligent therein? What rich Furniture 
is neceſſary, what Skill, what Zeal, what Aﬀe- 
tion, what Application of Mind! Had we ma- 
ny Bodies and Souls more exdatged, IEF 
122 Ant 
4. The great things depending on our Succeſs or 
Unſuccefsfalneſs 2 
Things are eſtimated by what aber c on 

them in that reſpect the Miniſterial Office: ts 
the greateſt: for they are not mean and momen- 
Tary things, but the moſt momentous and eter- 
nal. Concernments, wherein chis more al 
| terminates. | 
WS 1Thef.i. I. If our Labours coo; the trueGODis knowri, 
. ſl 10. his Revelations believed, his Laws obſerved, his 
i's 1 Name ſpiritually worſhif pp'd, his ſaving Purpo- 
ſes accompliſh'd, his Soul delighted, all Glory 
and Praiſe aſcribed to Him, and his Grace ad- 
mired. Upon our Succeſs, the. Lord Feſus, as 
Mediator, is gloxified by Mens Faith, Love and 
Obedience. His Kingdom and Body, is enlarged 
on the Ruins of Satan's Kingdom; his Inſtitu- 
tions attended ; his bleſſed Undertaking pro- 


, 232 by deproing 1. Works of the Devil, reſto- 
ring 


„ y Ws. Phe, 
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FR the Divine Image, and bringing back re- 


e Man to G00. 


As far as our Endeavours are effectual, FER 40 46. 


nerate Men become wiſe and holy; they are 


inade uſeful Bleſſings to each other, Peace and 1 Cor. 6 
Order are maintain'd among them, a true Har- 11. 


mony reſtored in the Creation, the End of their 


Creation anſwer'd in the due Furniture and Uſe 


of their natural Powers; they are brought to reſt 


on their true Center, fupremely loving the chief 


Good, ſerving their Maker, Lord and Owner, 
living to Him, who is our ultimate End; deri- 
ving their Happineſs from GOD, who is the 


only Fountain of all true Bleſſedneſs. They are 


made really Bleſſed now by Union with Chriſt, 


Adoption, the Indwelling of the Spirit, and an 


Intereſt in all thoſe Promiſes, which at preſent 
inveſt them in a right to Juſtification, Peace and 
Communion with God, Supplies of Grace, An- 
fwers of Prayer, a lanctified Uſe of all Things, 


and the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. 


They will be alſo made perfectly Bleſſed for 
ever, not only by Deliverance from the Wrath 
to come; ' and all preſent Grievances; but they 
ſhall be made perfect in all Holineſs, and happy 


to the utmoſt Capacity of their enlarged Facul- 
ties; for they ſhall be ever with the Lord, they 
all ſee and be like Him in their glorified Bo- 


dies and improved Minds; and made as happy 
in Delight, Satisfaction, Honour and Power, as 


can be now conceived from thoſe Rivers of Plea- Pet, yu 


ſure, Crowns of Glory, Likeneſs to Angels, the © 


Py of the Lord, Dominion over the Wicked, 
Rulets of Cities, joint Heirſhip with Chriſt, and 
C 2 


ſitting. 
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üg with Him on bis Throne; all which a are 

promiſed to them. Vea, they ſhall be happy far 

above what can now enter into the Heart of * 
to conceive, 

May not this mort View of the Fruit of your 
Succeſs force you to cry out, bo is ſufficient to 
manage rightly a Work attended with ſuch 
bleſſed Iſſues? 

2. If our Labours prove ie * 8 the 
Reverſe of all this, and more. 

Ibe Almighty is 'vilified, by Mens accounting 
Phil. 3, the Devil and their Bellies fitter to be Gods than 
16,19. He, and the vain World a greater Good and 
Portion. They who diſobey the Goſpel we 
preach, continue to juſtifie their Apoſtacy from 
GOD, and Malignity againſt Him, chuſing to 
deſie his Anger rather than return and be at 


3 2 
Hub. 10. They tread the Redeemer”s Blood under their 
29. Feet, as acommon, yea, a profane thing, and chuſe 


= to be damned rather than be ſaved by his Merits. 
WE Luke 19. When He claims Dominion, they anſwer, This 
a4 Fellow ſhall not reign over them; > 'and all his Bleſ- 
ſings they refuſe, as leſs needful than what they 
can obtain by rejecting Him. They'll willingly 
eſpouſe and ſerve the D Devil's Cauſe, and fight 
on his ſide, rather than become Subjects of 
Chriſt's Kingdom. 27 nh 

If we cannot prevail with Men, they will 80 
Acts 7. 51. 0n reſiſting the Spirit, obeying their Luſts, cor- 
1 trupting others, debaſing and deſtroying them- 
WW john 3. ſelves. Sin reigns, and the Wrath of G0 D abi- 
35. deth-on them. This "ſinful and wretched. State of 
_; who partake of our. Labours, is deplora- 
| * 


8 
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ble; but there is a farther Argument to affect 
us, and make us importunate to pluck them as 
Brands out of the Burning, viz. that our Mini- Tye 23. 
ſtry oft becomes an occaſu ion of their being more 
vile, and more miſerable. The Remedy proves 
their Poiſon ; they wax worſe and worſe, more 
harden'd againſt GOD's Call, and ſeared under 
Guilt : Natural Light has leſs Power to reſtrain 
them, when they remain obſtinate againſt the 
Goſpel. 
Hence it is, that in our Day, by the juſt Judg- 
ment of GOD, many, who deſpiſe Chriſtianity, 
are more Atheiſts by Principle, than was ever 
known among Heathen Nations; the Lord, our 
Saviour, becomes to theſe 4 Stone of Stumbling, 1 Pet. 2. 
and a Rock of Offence ; They ſtumble at the Word. 8. 
And as their Iniquity abounds, they become ob- 
noxious to the ſorer Puniſhments threaten'd in 
the Goſpel. - They afe nigh to curſing, and their kleb. 6: &. 
End is to be burned. Their caſe, by their obſti- 
nacy againſt the Light of the Goſpel, and the 
Power attending it, renders Sodom's condi. Mat. 10. 
tion more tolerable than theirs ; for ſuch is 75 ; 
reſerved the Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, Di- Juge 13. 
vine Wrath and their own Reflections on wilful- | 
ly abuſed Hopes, and Helps for Salvation, will 
_ aggravate their Miſery. | 
Who has ſuitable Love and Pity towirids Sin- 
ners in ſuch Danger? Who of us ſufficiently : 
know the Terrors of the Lord, ſo as duly to 
ſwade Men to flee from ſuch Wrath? Who of 
us is fit to ſay, and do, and be, what may beſt 
K revent ſuch woful Conſequences of our Mini- 

15 to the Barren, and promote their obtaining 

=. > the 
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the former Bleſſings by profiting under our La- 


bours? This is the Confideration which. more 


immediately affects the Apoſtle, and extorts theſe 


e 
* 


Words in my Text, For we are to them that periſh 


a Savour of Death unto Death, and in them that 
are ſaved a Savour of Life unto Lift: q. d. Some 
** Men are ſaved under our Miniſtry, others pe- 
* riſh under our Miniſtry, according as they 


profit, or neglect to profit: They who pro- 
fit, proceed from one degree of ſpiritual Life 


to another; and thereby to eternal Life, ye 
* to higher Meaſures thereof, as a ſpirity 


Life does proſper. But they who are not 
q heftet. do by our Labours grow more Aliens 
from the Life of God, and more under the 


© Whois ſufficient for theſe Things? Who is fitte 


power of deadly Luſts, and thereby their 
« eternal Miſery is ſurer and ſeverer. How juſtly 
* does this View of Matters cauſe Him to 120 


** to deal with Men about Matters of ſuch high 
& and eternal moment as theſe be? Who that 
„ has not ſeen the Glory of Heaven, and the 
% Terrors of Hell, can be prepared in a due 
% manner to treat with Sinners about the Way 
« of Salvation? 
ry Sermon we preach. 3 3 

5. The preſent. Condition of the Men with 
whom we are employed. 


They have immortal Souls of different Tem- 


pers and Capacities, If they are unconverted, 


we cry to the Dead, and labour with the blind 


enſlaved Followers of Satan, who are ſubject to 


his Power and Deluſions: We plead with the 
 Obſtinate and Prejudiced, whoſe Luſts and 


nal 


= 


+ 


Yet this is our buſineſs in eve- 


car- 
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be” Intereſts are againſt us: We call them to 
what they aremoſt averſe, and abhor as hateful. 
We diſſwade them from what they are violently 
inclined to by Conſtitutiag' and carnal Delight, 
and fixed in by Cuſtom. Yea, the things we 
dehort them from, are ſuch as viſible things do 
favour, which many ſolicite them to, and the 
generality of Men approve. _ 

We urge them with Offers of Bleſlin wich 
they believe not, becauſe inviſible; reliſhnot, be- 
cauſe they are 1 iritual and heavenly : : and are 
leſs impreſſible by. becavſe theſe are future and 
remote: Yea, they deſpiſe them as mean and Acts 13. 
needleſs. What a Miracle is the Converſion of 41. 
any? How muſt our Inſufficiency: cauſe De- 
ſ} Na 518 any Succefs, if a greater Power did- not 
a 

If our Peopleare comveriel F grant we Have a 
better Proſpeck: But even they are ſo imper- 
fett as to miniſter to the Difficulty of our Work. 
How many of them are ignorant, weak, ſelfiſh, 
peeviſh, inconſtant, conceited, ſoon offended; 
and eaſily prejudiced ? Hence we find it hard 
not to be miſtaken by their Captionſneſs, di- 
verted by their Impertinences, diſtreſfed by their 
Turbulency, grieved by their Scandals, diſtur- 
bed by their Quarrels: Nor are. their itching” 
Bays, and the Errors to which they are ſubject, 
eaſi ly obviated by the wiſeſt Miniſter. | 

May not this add fomewhat that may compa 
us to ſay, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? Who 
has Prudence to accommodate himſelf, and di- 
rect his Labgurs to Perſons whoſe Caſes are ſo 


. contraty, and Attainments and Tempers f ſova- 
C 4 rious? 
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rious? Who has Methodsto inſinuate into Hearts 
ſo differently affected? Who has Courage fo. 
temper'd with Meekneſs, that neither ſhall 
fail when it's neceſlary to be ſhewn ; and Autho- 
rity not be proſtituted where neither Pride nor 
Impatience prevail? Who is able to be true 
x Cor. 9. to Chriſt and his Conſcience, and yet become all 
48 things to all Men? | 
C. The Oppoſitian and Diſcouragements which 
attend the 22 Diſcharge of our Duty. 
Satan is active by Temptations to divert and 
diſcourage us, he oft ſuggeſts what may pervert 
our Minds and miſlead us in our Work. He 
is diligent with others to raiſe Prejudices, Slan- 
1 Thel. 2. ders and perſecution. We ſhall find bim bin- 
18. dring Opportunities of Service, and doing his 
1 Pet. 3. utmoſt to blaſt our Endeavours. The Wicked. 
13 re ſure to oppoſe us in every great — 2 
1 5 our Lord's Intereſt, and to incapacitate us 
for it. If Allurements, Terrors or Reproach 
will avail, we are ſure to be tried: For the Of- 
fice, and the Miniſters for the ſake of it, are 
the Butt apa, which Satan by theſe Inſtru- 
ments levels his ſharpeſt Darts; well knowing, 
here are laid the ſtrongeſt Batteries againſt his 
Kingdom; and therefore the moſt faithful are 
7 to be moſt. aſſaulted... LEN; 4 
How oft do Diſcouragements proceed from 8 
good Men, who ſhou'd aſſiſt us? Vea from Fellow 
Labourers, as if they, purſued not the ſame. com- 
mon End, or cou'd retain their own Credit 
when tlie Office is. in diſgrace... The Envy, Un- 
derminings, Whiſpers and Emulation of ſuch do * 
7 off, ren e Nor it e 
or 


66 — Y 


53 
— — — —ͤ — — 


ce the Miniſterial- Office. 25 
for him who ſuffers in Chriſt's Cauſe to be for- 2 Tim. 4. 
ſaken by his Brethren. VF 1 
May not we ſay, who is able to fight againſt Eph. 6. 
Principalities and Powers? What can weak Crea- 12. 
tures do againſt ſuch a Torrent? Who has Vi- 
gour and Patience, who is ſtedfaſt and hardy 
enough to bear up againſt ſuch a world 
of Difficulties, and encounter what the reign- 
ing Luſts of bad Men, and the remains of Sin 
in the Good will put us to? If Slanders or Pri- 
ſons are Diſcouragements, if Contempt or Po- 
verty, if Unkindneſs or being forſaken by them Ga1, 4.15; 
who once profited by your Labours, and would have 16 
pluck*d out their Eyes for you: If no faQious Op- 
poſition and Schiſmatical Attempts of the ſe- 
duced, whom you once gloried in as Converts, 
can diſhearten ?- Many ſuch are the perplexing 
Exerciſes which you muſt over-come, muſt not 
we ſay, who has ſufficient Patience? Who has 
Fortitude of Mind to grapple with ſuch Diffi-' 
culties? Shoulders broad enough to bear ſuch: 
Burthens, and not faint? Who hath Skil! 
enough to countermine Satan, and prevent tze 
ill Effects of ſuch dangerous Trials? 9 
J. Our own Indiſpoſitions make our Work the | 
harder. e 22 25 
We are but Men, and ſubje& to like Paſſions, James gj 
and attended with the ſame Luſts and Weak- 17. 
neſſes as other Men, and have more Occaſions Acts 14. 
to excite and diſcover our Infirmities and Cor- 15. 
ruptions to the Damage. of our Miniſtry. ; Sloth 
will abate our Diligence, our Pride is apt to 
proſtitute eur Labours to Oſtentation, make 
us diſdain Service to the Poor, and from 1 4 
712 ; | de- 
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deſcending to the Weak. This Pride i is — 
to aſpire at Stations and Buſineſs for which we 


are unfit; this puts us on making Parties for 


carnal Ends, this tempts to Diſcontentment un- 
der moderate Encouragements, yea and embit- 
ters and greatens all our Frials, rr 
Contempt and Reproach. 
- _ Covetouſneſs is apt to muxxle our Mouths, 
when the Rich need Reproof; if they be offen- 
ded at our dealing faithfully, it will tempt us 
to palliate matters; this corrupts our Aims, 


which provokes the Spirit to blaſt our Labours; 


and it oft hinders the Peoples benefiting by them, 
who. are guilty of ſelf-ſeeking. Paſſion blinds 
our Judgment, hinders that Meekneſs and For- 
bearance which is needful to reach our end; 
gives an Edg to Provocation, and abates the 
Succeſs of our Reproofs,, Arguings and Advice. 
Puſillanimity adds weight to every light Diſ- 
conragement, affrights from the moſt neceſſary 
Duties when attended with danger; and oft 
locks up excellent Gifts in Unuſefulneſs, by a 


-4+ Meanneſs of Spirit. 


Every Luſt abates true Spiritual Zeal, di- 


vides our Hearts, enervates our Labours, ob- 


ſtructs Divine Aſliſtance, and endangers our 
falling into ſuch ſcandalous Sins, as prejudice 
Men againſt our Endeavours to do them 


of 1 might add, that bodily Indiſpoſi Hons are 
freg u ary a hindrance. This Treaſure is in 
Earthen Veſſels. Our bodily Infirmities oft take 
us off "ig our Studies, and publick Labours 
too: They oftger unfit for both, * 

the 
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the Head, diſpiriting the Heart and making us 
lumpiſh, unaffected, unduly affected and una- 
dive; ſome of theſe make us peeviſh and fret- 
ful, which ſometimes gives a rigid and ſevere 
Tincture to Mens Opinions, as well as a ſanguine 
placid Temper may betray ſome to the other 
Extreme, which ſhou'd make us jealous of the 
Influence of the bddily Conſtitution upon the 
Mind, and thankful for Bodies fitted for the 
Souls uſe, eſpecially in what concerns the Ima- / 
gination. Ii | * 
Moreover the Cares of « Family cauſe DiſtraQi- 
Mons in Mens Thoughts, Poverty ſinks the Spirits 
of many, which with a Solicitude of Mind ren- 
der them leſs prepared for their Employ, and 
leſs attentive to it: Not to mention that Po- 
verty, Diſtempers, Reproaches, and the Defor- 
mities of ſome diſcourage them, from an Ap- 
prehenſion that they are contemptible in the 
Eſteem of their People, and thereby leſs capa- 
ble of Uſefulneſs. Such Thorns in the Fleſh which 
firted Paul for Service, by keeping him hum- 
ble after tranſporting Revelations; too free- 
quently caſt dawn an ordinary Miniſter below 
a Meetneſs for his Duty. 2 
Surely Men of this Make, Men thus impreſſi- 
ble, and that in ſuch a World as this; Men in 
the beſt of whom there be ſuch Remains of Sin, 
to excite all which Satan has ſuch acceſs, may 
well cry out, What Man is fit for theſe things? 
Who is like to acquit himſelf tolerably in 
this Work? Who is not like to be a Reproach 
to this Office, and diſappoint the Ends of it, 
when we all have need to ſubdue our _— 
5 an 
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| and conſtantly watch againſt the corrupt Mo. 
tions of our Hearts in every Holy Underts. 
king? Were we Angels by Nature as well as by 
Office, it would leſſen our danger: But we art 
Men under the Scars of our Apoſtacy, Wg 
therefore among theſe is ſufficient ? 
8. The Station we are in is influential on 
very many for Good or Evil. 
Our very Office renders our Faults and Vir. 
| tues more obſerved and imitated, few take no- 
 ® tice of the Crimes of a common Perſon ; no: 
do they incline fo ſtrongly to Imitation. But 
many take notice of a Miniſter's Faults; not: 
few will deſpiſe the Office for the ſake of their 
Scandals, or by their Veneration for it be more 
induced to follow their evil Examples. They 
think the Faults can be but ſmall it any, and 
certainly muſt not be dangerous (whatever the 
Preacher for Political Ends. or Cuſtom denoun- 
ceth againſt them) for, ſay they, if he believed 
them ſo. deſtructive, be would never commit 
them; or if they be dangerous Faults, they can, 
not be ſo fatal to us, as they muſt be to him, be- 
or: of his Fondtion. Hence God accuſeth the 
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- No Miniſter goes to Heaven or Hell alone, 
ſome or other he carrieth with him to his own 
eternal Joy or Sorrow. If the Law of Truth Mal. 2 Gr 
5s in bis Mouth, and Iniquity was not found in his 
Lips; be walked with mein Peace and Equity, be did 
turn many from Tniquity. But it's God's Threat- 
ning againſt the Unfaithful, They ſhall not profit I Jer. 23. 
my People at all; yea ſometimes they make their 3* 
Followers twofold more the Children of Hell than Mat. 23. 
themſelves. 51 2 Tys 
The Frame of our Spicits will impreſs our 
people. They are generally peaceable or tur- 
bulent, warm or cold, lively or dead, tender 
or obdurate, ſtrict or "careleſs (as well as judi- 
cious or weak) as the Miniſter is, We read in 
e the Seven Churches of 4/32, the Angels and the 
7 Churches were commended for the ſame Excel- 
: lencies, and reproved for the ſame Faults; the 
"Wfame were common to both, and began in the 
0 Angels as moſt influential. 
Nay the State and Temper of che Miniſtry 
0 ch, Church or Nation, is a. very ordinary 
ognoftick of the Condition of tie People; 
Y Ges Approaches: and Defertions. begin with 
che Miniſters, and ſo deſcend to the People. 
If his Spirit be poured forth on the Miniſters, 
his Operations will not be long ſuſpended from 
the Peoples Hearts, Jeruſalem is ſoon to be called Jer. 3-16 
the Throne off the Lord, after be gave them Paſtors 7. | 
after bis own Heart. But if God judicially give up 
a Miniſtry to Blindneſs and Diſorders, he hath” 
ano purpoſe to maintain a flouriſhing State among 
"YN the People. When the Angel of Sardis was given 
up to rat it's ſaid as a thing very unuſual , 
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even in Sardis, imports, That it was a Wonder 


_ * fides the natural Tendency thereof to influence 
Peoples Minds and Manners by correſpondent 


to inforce this, and ſo might that of the Obi 


M Who is ſufficient ? 


= | 95 


Thou haſt a few Names even in Sardis, that. bow 
not defiled their Garments : But a few Names, and 


there were any ſuch Names at all under ſuch a 
dead Miniſtry. It's of no ſmall concern there. 
fore to a Chriſtian Nation, what appears to be 
the Spirit and Frame of its Miniſters : For be. 


Performances, there is alſo a preſaging Indice 
tion of what will befall ſuch a People, and that 
both as to the inward and outward Man. The 
Hiſtory of 1ſracl, in many Ages, might be brought 


ſtian Church in all places, particularly in Britain 
The State of Souls, as to the Power of Religion, 
and that of the Nation, as ta outward Profperi- 
ty, has been foretold by the Diſpoſition of the 
Clergy. Were Men convinced hereof, they 
wou'd not diſcourage a faithful Miniſtry, not 
contribute to make it otherwiſe ; of which too 
many are guilty. But however inſenſible People 
are of their own Intereſt, it's enough to aa 
Ken us, that ſo many of them are like to be in. 
fluenced by us in their greateſt Concernments: 
The very Number aſſerted ſhould force us to 


The Account to be given by us Is fri, and 
hs Iſſues of our Miniſtry are great as to ou 


You will hear Chriſt with a tte 


Lake 16. ſi ing Power, ſaying, Give an Account of thy Steward: 


ſhip. Was it faithfully diſcharged ? was it ful- 


filled, or no! He who had ſo great a Concer 
k.. In 
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in it, He whoſe Eye was on thee in all thy Aims, 
Preparations and Performances, will be 
Fudge. He'll demand an Account of the Souls 
committed to thy Care, and the Truſt he repo- 1 Tim. 6 
ſed in thee, Have you watched and fed the 20 
Flock as diligent Paſtors.? Have you divided 
Ml the Word aright, giving each their Portion as 
cx their caſe required? Have any periſhed, or 
ng backflidden, or been unimproved or miſled, or 
+M uncomforted by your Neglect or ill Example ? 
all Have you follomed after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, 1 Tim 6: 
ell Faith, Love, Patience, Meckneſs, fought the good 11 413,144 
i Fight of Faith, and kept this Commandment without 
Spot, and unrebukable, according to my ſolemn 
8 Charge? Such things will be adjudg'd at the 
nl appearing of our Lord Jeſus. Conſcience will 
1-W not then be blinded, bribed or ſeared. © 
vl The Rewards or Puniſhments ſentenced here- 
upon, will not be common. If you be pronoun- = 
rl ced Faithful, you'll receive the greater Degrees Dan. 12.31 
ol of Glory; yea, tho' you have not ſucceeded, 
lf your Reward is ſure; your Complaint, 7 have 113. 49-4 
a. labour d in vain, and ſpent my Strength for nought, 
„will not hinder from ſaying, Tet ſurely my Judg- 
ment is with the Lord, and, my Reward with my 
08 60D. But if you have been unfaithful, the 
Blood of others will be required of you, and their Mi- Ezek. 33 
{ery bean Aggravation of yours. The betraying 18, 20. 
o great a Tryſt, and abuſing ſo ſacred an Of- * 
fice, will be proportionably avenged. Chry- 
-= ſofom thinks, few Miniſters get to Heaven; I'm 
fure, if they do not, they will be lodg'd in the 
-þ thickneſs of Darkneſs; for their Sins are aggra- 
vated above others: The Prieſt's Sacrifice for 

8 | |  bim- 


35 14. 


Lev. 4. 
People. We have the Sins of many imputable 


ſtupid Miniſter muſt be alarm'd, "and e to 
"Who is fit to manage this Office ſo as to Five 
Wbo can diſcharge It anſwerably to that- great 


Happineſs, or extreme Miſery which wil en- 
ſue upon the manner of his executing it? 


Realon to be affected with the Greatneſs of your 


4 cloſely with your ſelves. Can it be a ſmall or 


I conſider the Per fections of that GOD, whom [ 


| ceſs or Unſucceſsfulneſs, the Obſtacles to my Suc- 
ceſs, which are in the Condition of the Men with 
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himſelf, was to be equal with that of the whole 


to us, as well as our own; and the Souls of ma- 
ny to account for, as well as our own Souls. 
This is a Conſideration ſo awful, that the moſt 


the Apoſtle's Exclamation , Who is ſufficient ! 


a good Account of it upon this ſtrict Enquiry? 


Upon a review of theſe nine Particulars, 
which are ſome of the Grounds of this Exclama- 
tion, I dare appeal to your own Conſciences. 
Oueſt. 1. Whether you have not the higheſt 


Work, and to cry out, Whos ſufficient for it! 
If your Hearts are unmoved, plead theſe things 


eaſie thing rightly to execute this Office, when 


therein perſonate and ſtand ſo near to, the great 
and glorious Porpoſes I ſubſerve by it, the Spi- 
rituality, Difficulty and Variety of the Work it 
ſelf, the amazing Matters depending on my Suc- 


whom 1 am employ'd, the Oppoſition and Diſ- 
couragements which attend the faithful Diſ- 
charge of my Duty, the great Indiſpoſitions 
which I feel in my ſelf to the faithful Perfor- 
mance of this Work, the great Number that 


— be inflgenced for Good or Evil by my Ma- 


nagement 


Jour Encouragements 


"I of the Miniſterial-Office. 


nagement of this Office, and the ſtrict Account 
I muſt give of this Truſt, and the glorious Re- 
wards or ſevere Puniſhments I ſhall receive, as I 
diſchargeit ? Surely, if our Hearts are not ob- 
durate, we muſt be awaken'd by ſuch Conſidera- 


tions, to ſay, Who hath Light, Love, Patience, 


Courage, Stedfaſtneſs, Faith, Zeal, Vigour, Pru- 
dence, Tenderneſs, Spirituality, Holineſs and 
Publick Spiritedneſs, meet for ſuch an Employ ? 
Who is enough purged from Fleſh and Earth? 
Who is duly mortified, elevated, purifted, and 
enlarged in Heart? Who is fitly circumſpe& 
and exemplary in his Converſation? Who 
ſtands near enough to GOD, and is proportio- 
nably aſſiſted and filled with his Spirit, for this 


Work of the Miniſtry? And conſequently , 
Who is ſufficient for it? 


Queſt... Whether a Heart inſenſible and un- 
affected with the Greatneſs and Difficulty of the 
Miniſterial Work, muſt not enſnare you toa 


pernicious, Abuſe of your Office, and declare 
your dangerous Unfitneſs for it? | . 


This Stupidneſs ſprings from Infidelity , 


— 


Profaneneſs of Spirit, Contempt of GOD 
and Things divine, a 7 of Chriſt's 
Concernments in the World, flight Thoughts 
of his Judgment and of Eternity, and groſ- 
ſelt. Careleſneſs of your own; and others 
Salvation, All join to make you unconcern- 
Now when theſe prevail in your Hearts, how 


can you expect but that your Office will prove 
r. 5 it, you'll abuſe - 


a Snare? For you'll p 


- 
- 
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% 


nd Gifts to carnal Pur- 
288 


— 


— — —— . 


1 . . ye gi - „22 2 


34 be Great Importenes end Difeewlty 


and-pervert all againſt the Deſigns: 'of its 
pos, r Your Per mac l be de- 
crated to your Ambition and Covetouſneſs, 
and managed as theſe may be beſt ſubſerved. 
Can any wonder that ſuch Diſtempers of Soul 
ſhould find Excuſes againſt every part of your 
Work wherein tie Fleſh is not Win e and 


ee 


Freie of faithful Service: Fk Ends 1804 
Deſigns will be carnal, which are* not only be- 
by. bot, contrary to the Honour, of Chriſt, 

and the Salvation of Souls, for which your Work 

was ap Yointed. You can feel no Power in GOD 
Promiſts, to excite and animate you in 100 6 
Work „ nor in his Threatings, to guard you 
againſt Unfaithfulneſs or A poſtacy. The Aſſi- ; 
ſtance of the Holy Spirit you Hive no ground, to 
expect; nay, He is ,Provoked by your corrupt || 1 
Tempel 4 nd Performancts, to ſend his blaſting | 1 
1 all your Fabours How ſeared thexe- |" 
ff. flatt ering muſt he be, that eſteems 
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Curſe up 
fore and! 
Himſelf fit for the Miniſtry, who has neither | 1 
Principle, End, Encouragement, nor Aſſiſtance | x 
proper t Te?- who has neither Concern nor Hope | « 
to be ſucceſsful in it? and who cannot avour | a 
or be affected with any Part of his Work, fur- x 


ther than his Luſts are gratified or provided for? t 
Iheſe 
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1 heſe things ſhould ſtrike deep into yourMinds, 
and excite you to pray for, arid ſincerely endea- 
your a juſtef-Senſe of the weight of the Miniſte- 
rial Office. You arrive to the height of pro- 
faneneſs, when you can mock at its being an 
hurtful Snare; and you, by your Unfitneſs, ac- 
counted Vferpers in the i ghr of Chriſt.” If you 
would prevent both, get your Hearts deeply af- 
fected : for the Graces effectually diſpofing to 


this, do render a gifted Perſon meet for the Of- 


fee, and incline him to ſoch a diſcharge of it, 
as, by n Influence, Proves ſaving. to bom: 2 4 
and others. 
4 ier mall mention ſome khings which ey be 
4; FOES TT 33 1 22 


Inf. 1. ls it not 8 that every weak 5701 


is nom ready to think himſelf fufficient for the 
Miniſtry” Nana: 

That { eminent an Ap poltle accpünted it a 
difficult Employ, ought to- gon the confidence 
of ignorant Perſons, who have neither acquz- 
red Gifts; nor appear to have any by Inſpira- 


jon. Theſe bring the Miniſtry into Contempt, | 


and oft hazard the Souls of many by their igno- 
rance of the Terms of Salvation, and obnoxiouſ- 
neſs to erroneous Notions about fundamental ; 
Truths. WO 4A £ 
The Knobleds c of Chriſtiag Doctrines and 
Duties is obſH ed, by making thoſe who are 
pleaſed with What affect the Senſes, impatient _ 
of hearing any thing ſolid and- 1 improving : It's 
a wonder, that a loud Utteranceof ſome honeſt 
plain Truths ſhould bring ſo many to follow 
* 3 dut one Reaſon of it is, that they deli- 
D 2 
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36 The Great Importance and Difficalty 
ver nothing but what theſe knew as well before, 
and in no other manner than what encourageth 
Hopes, that ſhortly they alſo may become 
Preachers. © SEAT) ids 
Mat. 13. Our Lord Jeſus gives warning, I the Blind 
14. lead the Blind, both ſhall fall into the Ditch; but 
the blinder the Self-conceited are, the leſs ca 
ple of Conviction: otherwiſe they would ſee 
that Chriſt never called any to this Work, who 
wanted Education, that he qualified not by Mi- 
racle; and ſo ſupplied them by extraordinary 
Gifts, who were defective in ſuch as are acqui- 
red in the uſual way. A tolerable Knowledge 
of-the Greatneſs. of this Undertaking would ef- 
feftually diſſwade the Unqualified from an Of. 
fice which they aſſume, becauſe emboldned by 
their Ignorance of it. ut 


Inf. 2. They are not duly ſenſible of the 
weight of this Office, who join other ſtated Em- 
ployments therewith. 


In Caſes of Neceſlity, Scandal, and the far 
better Proſpect of Succeſs, an Apoſtle may be a 


125 1 ö | . . a 
A 4s 18.3. Tent. mater. But this is no Plea for others, 


who not only want St. Paul's Revelations, but 
for Pomp, Power, or unneceſſary Riches, in- 
2 Tim. 2. tangle. themſelves with other Affairs of this Life, 


: ; = beſides that of the Miniſtry: For our Apoſtle 


declares, that ſuch pleaſe not GOD . who called 
them to be Miniſters. He alſo chargeth Tims- 

1 Tim. 4. thy to give up himſelf wholly to thoſe things which 
14. 15,16. concerned his Office, and to confine himfelf 
thereto. They. who endeavour to be Faithful, 

will find neither Heart nor Leiſure for more 
Buſineſs, but account themſelves defective york 

4 : 7 - © ST 
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they have done their utmoſt. The twelve 
Apoſtles thought it unreaſonable to leave the 
Word ſo far as to ſerve Tables, and therefore or- Acts. 6. 
dained Deacons with this Reſolution, But we 2, 4. 
will give our ſelves continually to Praycr, and to 
the Ainiſtry of the Word. When others have 
the ſame high Thoughts of their Office, and 
no higher Thoughts of the World, they'll aban- 
don worldly Incumbrances, from a Conviction, 
hat the whole Man, with all their time, is ſcarce- 
y ſufficient for Goſpel-Work. 

Inf, 3. Of all Men, a Miniſter ought to per- 
form his whole Work in a bumble dependance on 
the Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing of Chriſt. 

_ Perſons, in every Undertaking muſt expect 
Diſappointment, if they acknowledge not GOD 
therein. But the Nature and Difficulty of our 
Work is ſuch, as muſt awaken the moſt Incon- 
fiderate to Deſpair, further than their Expecta- 
tion is from Chriſt. If he withhold his Help, 
no part of our Work can be rightly perform- 
ed; if he deny his Bleſſing, the beſt Perfor- 
- mances are in vain, When the Apoſtle had re- 
commended himſelf by an account of his ſucceſs- 
ful Labours, to prevent all ſhew of Boaſting, I 
adds, Such Truſt have we, through Chriſt, to GOD- 2 Cor. 3. 
ward, not that we are ſufficient of our ſelges to think 4» 5 
any thing as of our ſelves, but our Suffviency is of 


GOD, who has made us able Miniſters, &c. 4. d. 

It is of Him that we conceive a Thought that's 

fit to benefit Souls: It's of Him that that be- 

comes ſucceſsful to any Man's Converſion. Eve- 

ry Saint is the Epiſtle of Chriſt miniſtred by us, Ver. 3. 

who are alſo enabled by Him ſo to miniſter. By 
ä His 
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His Anointing we are prepared Inſtruments 1 
by His efficacious CORE: our hs mon are 
effectual. 

He that truſteth in himſelf will find his Work 
unapt, and his Labours juſtly Haſted The At- 
tempts of ſach diſcover their Ignorance of. the 
Men they deal with, and the Matters they deal 


about, as well as unacquaintedneſs with them< 


ſelves, We call to the Drad that they ſhould live 
a ſpiritual Life; What are we? Where's = 
Virtue and Might in us or them, to make the 
riſe? If it be not a Divine Power we rely on, 
Prayer and Thankſgivings to God for Succeſs 
are undue and needleſs; 55 theſe argue ſome 
effectual Communications from him, which ex- 
ceed the Creatures Ability. 

But who feels not by his own Inſuffici- 
ency, that we have this Treaſure" in Fartben 


Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power may be of 


God, and not of us? And therefore underroke 
no: part of your Duty, nor Preparations fer it, 
without Prayer for his Help, and that from a. 


Heart renouncing all Self-Configence. _ ”. 


Infer. 4. The boſFaccoin pliſhtd Miniſter may 


find room for Imwmovement. 


After all our Experience and Artainments we 


have cauſeſtill ro ſay; who is ſuffi ient for theſe 


things? yea the bettet qualified, the livelier Ap- 


prehenſiqns of Inſùffi tency, which area Motive 
to be conſtantly improving. Wher eas he that 
thinks himſelf pet fecxly fir, is the moſt unfit, 
and like to continue iſo,” 'Timothy had the Ad- 
vantage of know ing the Scriptures fromd Child,' 


17 a 8000 Education : 4 he er oy d: greateſt Aſſi.⸗ 
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ſtance by Paul's Converſe, he was ordained by 2 Tim. 3. 
him in Cönjunction with the Presbytery; and as 14. and 
a further Inſtance of his Eminency, he was high- Chap. l. 6- 
ly entruſted as an Evangeliſt: Nevertheleſs he 1 Tim. 3. 
was to give attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, 13. 
to Doctrine, to meditate on theſe things, and _ 
up himſelf wholly to them, that his profiting mig bt 
appear to all, or in all things. The greateſt 
Excellencies of Light and Grace, and the high- 
eſt Meaſures attainable will find occaſion for uſe, 
and exceed not the Merits of this Offices * 
Infer. 5. People have great reaſon to ſupport 
their Miniſters, and not add to their Buden. 
Our Bleſſed Lord has conſidered our Frame, EF 
and appointed Relief for us, by what he in- 
join'd as the People's Duty, which if difchar- 
ged, wou'd not only prevent much of our Hard- 
hips, but comfort us in our Work. Hereof [ 
wou'd mind you who have choſen him for your 
Paſtor, who is. to be ordained. Pray for him, 1 Theſſ. 
or you'll be blameable if his Labours are not 5- 25- 
ſuited to your Benefit. Provide for him things 1 Cor. 9. 
neceſſary for his Subſiſtence, or you are acceſ- 7.11. 
fry to thoſe Diſtractions which unfit him for his 
Work; as alſo (chargeable with Injuſtice in 
with- holding what's your Debt, and not a Boon. 
Profit by him, vr he will be d<jefted underall your 
Encouragements; if you do not regerence him, eh. 13. 
his Endeàvours will be too much deſpiſed to 17. 
avail you; if you obey him not in what he in. 
joins by Chriſt's Authority, you rebel againſt 
a plain Command, and it Will not be profitable 
bit hürtful to your ſelves. Be tender of his 

Reputation, which Satan will not be waating to 

—— D4 attack; . 
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attack; tho Men little conſider how that Ene- 
my is ſerved, and the Work of Chriſt obſtryQ- 
ed, as well as the edifying Influence of the 
Ward hindred by aſperſing Miniſters; all which 
you counter- act when you vindicate his Repu- 
dion. a . 1 ; 17 
Did you know the Burden, Temptations, 
ſollicitous and aking Hearts of Miniſters, Pity 
to them, and a Regard to your own Souls In- 
tereſt, would incline you to be more forward in 
your Duty towards them, than in obſerving 
their Infirmities; and aggravating their Trou- 
Pal. 105. ble. The worſt Men God charged to do bis 
is. Prophets no harm; but if you wou'd find Mercy 
1 4 | in the Day of the Lord you muſt refreſh them, and 

2 Tim. I. not be aſham'd of their Chain when they are per- 

165 1& ſecuted by the Wicked. I ſhall conclude with | 


An Exhortation to you who are ordained. . 


1 


This Sacred Office you have undertaken, your 
_ Qualifications have been judged ſufficient (upon 
$41] Trial and full Proof) by thoſe Presbyters who 
Ut inveſted you in this Office, as Inſtruments of 
| * Conveyance. This Church has called you to 
{ | the more ſtated Execution of this Office among 
id them as their Paſtor, in a ſpecial manner, tho a 
dl Miniſter of the Catholick Church, What I 
ſhall ſay to you in particular will tend, 
1. To fix upon your Conſcience what may ſtir 
you up at all times, and in all things, to exe- 
" cute your Office worthily. 1 
| My whole Diſcourſe is ſo adapted to 
this purpoſe, that yon cannot be negli- 
— Fog gent 


— 9 
of the Miniſterial- Office. 


gent if» you faithfully apply it to your ſeIf. 
And I charge you in the Sight of God who quick- 


nerb all things, and before Chriſt Jeſus, who before 
Pontius Pilate witneſſed a good Confeſſion, that 


ou keep this Commandment without Spot unrebu- 
kable, until the Appearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


Forget not, negle& not what you heard. Re- 


member you are a Miniſter of Chriſt by ſpecial 
| Dedication and his Commiſſion. What you do, 

do it faithfully as unto him, and as one ſhort- 
ly to render an account. Dare to ſay nothing 
in the Name of Chriſt, but what you believe 
to be his Mind; and preach that in no other 
manner, than what is directed by a true Zeal for 
his Glory, and moſt tends to the Salvation of 


your Hearers; for it will be bitterneſs at laſt to 


reflect on your having trifled in a Work on 
which ſo much depends. Feel and live what 
you preach, and in your whole Behaviour lay 
up for comfortable Reviews at Death and judg- 
ment; avoiding whatever would hinder or a- 


bate your rejoycing in the Teſtimony of your Con- 2 Cor. 
ſcience, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not -. 12. 
with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, you - - . + 


badye had your Converſation in the World: To this 
end remember what a high and difficult Office 


you have received; remember what depends on 
It as to your ſelf and many others, and that the 
jealous Eye of God is upon your Spirit, Deſigns Rev. 1. 14. 


and Actings. Forget not the Solemnity of this 
Day, and the Exereiſe of your o.]/n Mind there- 
in. Call oft to mind what Yows of God are up- 
on you. Upon all momentous Occaſions ask your 
ſelf, Is this becoming the Profeſſon I made ? Does 
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1 


it anſwer the Engagements I put my Soul un- 
der, the Prayers ſent up in my behalf, and 
folemn Charge Chriſt laid upon me by his 
nbc in too nt CUBS 
2. To Strengthen and encourage your Heart 
nn the worthy Diſcharge of your Office. 
I grant you are called to hard and awful 
Work, and it may be coftly. But Chriſt hath 
ſufficiently provided agamſt Deſpondency, and 

in his Name I require you to be well ſatisfied 
with your Work, and the Proviſion he has 
made to carry you thro' the Hardſhips of it. 
You already heard what he requires of you 
People for your Support. Belides that, you 
may find in many other things he has very a- 
greeably prepared for your Relief. Shall you 
meet with Contempt from the World? then 
conſider, your employ is the greateſt Ho- 
nour that can be put upon Man, you are an An- 

- + ge] by Office, you are anointed an inſtrument 
to plant the Heavens, and to ſerve the greateſt 
Purpoſes of our Bord on Eartn.. 
When, you are expoſed to danger, it may 
well compoſe your Heart, that Chriſt Þboldeth 
the Stars (i. e. his Miniſters) in his right Hand, 
none can pluck them thence ; if any hurt them 
they muſt ſtrike them there; and therefore yon 
| can ſuffer nothing beyond what he permits for 
„„ Fgracioùs Ends: and from deftructive Evils, 
you are altogether ſafe; but your Enemies 
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5 however feat will pay dear for their At- 
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When you meet with: ſtrong. or many Op- 
poſers, Gird up thy Loyns, ſpeak unto them all I come Jer. I. 
mand tber, be not diſmay'd at their Faces: For behold 17, 1% 

I haue made thee this Day a defer.ced City, and an Iron 

Pillar, and braſen Walls againſt the whole Land, a- 

gainſt the Kings, the Princes, the Prieſts, and the Pro- 

ple of. tbe Land. GOD by this Text has ſometimes 

ſpirited me to a Contempt of Oppoſition. When 

| a Proſpect of Vnſucceſsfulneſs afflicts you, remem- 

ber its the Concern of the Almig bty you are en- 

gaged in, he is the GOD of the Spirits of all 

Fleſh, 'he will make the People willing in the pri. 110. 
Day of his Power. His Word ſhall nor return 3. 

void, but ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, Iſa. 535. 11. 
and it ſhall proſper in the thing whereto I ſent 

it. And whatever be the Event, you are unto 2 Cor. 4. 
God a Sweet Savour of Chriſt. PE 

When your hard Labour, Difficulties, Self- 
denial, and Trials are moſt irkſeme ; conſider 
your Reward will be proportioned to all this. If 
the Aſpect of preſent things deject you, look at 
thoſe unſeen things which are eternal, that exceed- 2 Cor. 4. 
ing and eternl Weight of Glory, hereby under the 16, 17,18. 
heavieſt Burthen you will not fint, but tho your 
outward Man periſh, your inward Man will be re- 
newed Day by Day. 

1 cannot inſtance every Gaſe, but you'll find 
all provided for in that one bleſſed Promiſe. xiat. 28. 
Lo I am with you always even to the end of the 20. 
Mord, the Officers he employs in every Age are 
intituled to this Treaſure, as well as thoſe of 
the Firſt Age. Keep your Mind believingly 
attentive to this alway; Lo 1 am with you, to 
qualify and ſucceed you in whatever Work - 
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call you to. Lo I am with you, to comfort you 
by my Preſence and Spirit when your Hearts 
arc xrieved. Lo I am with you, to defend and 
ſtrengthen you in Trials, tho all Men forſake 
„yon; whiles he ſtands with you, there can be no 
6, 17 7 | ' | 
1”, juſt Cauſe of Fear or Faintneſs; your need no 
855 other Encouragement; this you ſhall never want 
if you continue Faithful, and hereupon you may 
conclude, the Lord ſhalt- d:lryver me from every 
Emil Work, and will preſerve me unto his beavenly 
Kingdom. a Of 
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_ Cor. IV. 17. 


Say to Archippus, Take heed to the Mim- 
ſtry thou haſt' received of the Lord, that 


thou falfil it. 
} V Church, he . He that has an Rev. 1. * 
Ear, let him hear what the Spirit ſaith 13. 
unto the Churches. 1 may ſo apply the Text to 
all you in the Miniſtry. I ſay to each, Tale 
beed to the Miniſtry you bave received of the Lord, 
that you fulfil it: For it is your Concern as tru⸗ 
ly as his in my Text, and recorded for com- philem- 
mon Uſe. ver. 2+ 
What Archippus was beſides a Miniſter, and - 
St. Paul's Fellow-Soldier, we read not, Whether 
his Negligence was tacitly reproved, is not ſo 
| certain as that this Caution is neceffary for 
every 


} 


HEN Chriſt ſp ake Gngly to one 
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every ior Nor 1s it io much matter who 
was to ſpeak to him, as that the Spirit of GOD, 
by the Apoſtle, ſent him this Meſſage, and di. 
rects the ſame to us in the ſame OfficdeeQ. 
The Words are a Charge to Miniſters; where- 
in you find, 

1. The pr incipal Matter of the Charge, Fulfil 
the Miſtry thou baſt received of the Lord. 

2. A. neceſſary Duty ſubſervient to it, Tale 
berd to the Miniſiry, Bae ſee to, and conſider 
this Offi-e, an1 the manner of your Performan- 
ces in the execution of it; as alſo, retain an 
awakened ſenſe of the neceſlicy of fulfilling it. 

Obſerv. Miniſters of the Goſpel are charged 
by the Lord, to take fuch heed to the Miniſtry 
uy have received of him, as to fuifs * 
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I ſhall treat of four Things, which will in- 
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prebend the ſcope of this Obſervation. Kb 0 
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I. What this Miniſtry is, picks is to be regard. 
8 end fulfilled. Bude) 7 8. 


TC L oY Tat. In what. wiped 118 in the Lord | cha 
en receive it. 
III. Wha i it is to dab the. «nie fo re. 
93 — ' 
a IV. What it is to rake heed to > do for 2 
Nen app Bs > if paw 
1 = 7 What this A ts 16, which is t6 be 
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ey a « Goſpel-A Miniſtry 


1. It is not every Occaſional Service; tho? 
ſometimes that's intended by the Word: Bar- 
nabas and Saul returned from Jeruſalem when Acts 1 
they had fulfilled their Miniſtry; i. e. delivered 25 

the Felief the Diſciples ſent by them to the wr ji * 
for the Brethren in jeruſalem. Nor is here inn 
tended! that Truſt committed to Magiſtrates, 

who yet are called Ainiſters, as they by Coet- Rom. 13. 
cion ſerve a common Good in a civil Capacity.“ 
Angels are employed in a Miniſtry to the Heirs Heb. 1. 
of Salvation, and they executing Divine Purpo- 14. 

ſes in a way of judgment or Mercy, ate called 

GO D's Miniſters, as connoting their obedien- Pal. 103. 
tial Obſervance of his Will. But tho' theſe 22. 
blefſed Spirits are oftner vſeful to us, and in 

more Inſtances than we obſer ve, yet our Mini- 

ſtry, in the Text, is of a diſtinc ſort. 

2 Miniſtry is oft put for the proper Service 
of Officer's Appointed * GOD for ſacred Work 
in his Church. 

Under the Old Teſtament it's applied to the 
Priefts'ahd Levites, and notes the ſame as is ex- Num. 4 
preſſed by, the word % In the New Te- 2 * 
ſtament it's nſed in a general ſenſe, common to Heb." 9: 
all Cburch Officers: He gave ſome "Apoſtles, and Eph. 4. 
ume Prophets, and forme Evangeliſts, and ſome Pa- 11, 12. 
ors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints for 
the Work” "of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body 
of Chriſt, The Miniſtry is mentiòned as a Truſt 
common to all, Church-Officers, as to its Au- 
thor, End Intereſt, and ſome degree of Quali- 
fications and Duty. This is ax pplied to extraor- 
dinary'C cers, vx. the Apoſtles; He was num- Acts 2. 
ed” wit , and had ae part of this Miniſtry. . 

St. 
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S8 t. Paul thanketh Chriſt Jeſus, who enabled him, 
1 Tim. 1. and put bim into the Miniſtry, i. e. into the Of- 
fice of an Apoſtle, to be inſpired, employed, 
and aſſiſted as ſuch. It's applied allo to Evan- 
geliſts, who were extraordinary Officers: St. Paul 
chargeth Timothy, to do the Work of an Evan- 
geliſt, and mate full Proof of thy Miniſtry; 1c. To 
the utmoſt of thy extraordinary Gifts aſſiſt us 
Apoſtles, in publiſhing the Goſpel, and ereQ- | 
ing Churches every where, without a fixed Pa- 
ſtoral Relation to any. . 
The Miniſtry is aſcribed. to ordinary Officers, 
viz. Presbyters. The Text reſpects this in a ſpe- 
cial manner; for there appears no reaſon to 
account Archippus more than a Presbyter, and 
ſcarce any do think him to be leſs. As for Dea- 
cons, they have an Office terminating an the 
Poor, as their proper Objects; their Work is 
to miniſter Supplies to them; tor this End the 
Office was inſtituted, to ſerve Tables and not to 
preach the Goſpel ; and therefore ſuch Deacons 
as preached, did it not by virtue of that Office, 
but as Perſons extraordinarily called thereto, 
We may be further convinced hereof, by the 
Qualifications of this Officer,compared with what 
Is required in ſuch as are to labour in the Word 
and Doctrine. As their Work differ, ſo all that's 
injoined to give a fitneſs for the Deacon's Of- 
face, is ſhort of what's neceſſary in every one, 
who is to be ordained to miniſter in the Goſpel. 
Nor will the contrary be proved by the word 
Jau, being applied to ſome, who were Mi- 
| Rnmiſters of the Goſpel, as Tichicus, who is called 
| Col. 4. 7. a faiihſul Miniſter, and fellom Servant in the 2 
a an 
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44 4 faithful. Miniſter in the Lord: Yea, the ph. 821. 
ſame word Judas? is aſeribed to our Lord Jeſus Rom. 15-8. 
Chriſt; who was 4 Miniſter of the Cirtumci/zon ; 1 Cor. 3. 
alſo ro the Apoſtle, and to Apollo, Miniſters by 5 
whom you” believed ; yea, to Women, af Phebe. Rom. 16. 1 
3. The Miniſtry to be regarded and fulfilled 1 | 1 
by us, is that to which the Office of N cnn ; 
auchorizeth and obligeth us. | 
| What was pechuliar to the Apoſtles or Evange- 4 
liſts is above us; what's proper to Deacons on- 
ly, reacheth not our Function, nor are we to 
intermeddle therein, otherwiſe than as a higher 
Office may include a lower. Every Office in the 
Church of Chriſt, muſt be appointed by him; 
or no ſpecial Work, Authority or Obligation, 
attend ſuch as are inveſted i in that Office as Mi- 
niſters of Obriſt. 
That we may the bertet apprehend this, I 
bel treat thereof in the following Particu- 
ars : 1 ma? 
1. The Lord Jeſus has inflituted the Office of | 
Presbyters. DN) 
As Head of the Church, he Rudd to 
ppoint, and a Fulneſs to qualifie Men for this 
3 His Apoſtles were his inſpired Inſtru- 
ments, infallibiy ro fignify his Will; and what 
they, under the Conduct of his Span inſtitu- 
ted in his Name, that our Lord Jeſus appointed. 
Pad and Barnabas ordained Elders, eren, 3 ug. 
in every Church; ſuch-GOD- ſet in the Church,: Cor. 12. 
firſt Apoſtles, then Prophets, then Teachers: 28. 
And the Fly Ghoſt: is ſaid to bave made theſe Acts 20. 
Elders Overſeers or Biſbops of th. Flocb, to fred the 28. 
Church I Which _— hath 2 us 
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bis pn Miveits:- * — e ſay, Clif? ejus, 


 naty Officers, he was pfeaſ 


diſcern not the neceſſity: 
veſted in an Office, that ſhould authorize and 
bind them to it as their 
the state of. this Word had been next to hope - 
* been — by Office to en- 


8 


whois 60 Das welllas Man. Alſo, He gave ſome 


Apoſtles, ſome Prophets," amd ſome Evangeliſts,, and 
ſome Paſtors. and Werber Mhate per is objected 
againſt Chr iſt's inſtituring this Office; muſt over« 
"'throw:the New Teſtamentſ and thereby all Chri- 


ſtianiity; and they who would put an end to 


this Office, unleſs they ſhew where Chriſt diſ- 


annulbd it, or ſhall erett any other ſacred Of- 
ficer without his Commiſſion, they uſurp his 
Authoriry, and diveſt him of his peculiar Right. 
The Wiſdom and tender Care of Chriſt for 
this World are expreſsd in the appointment of 


this Offite, to be a ſtaudiug Ordinance in the Chri- | 


ſtian Church. TO: Ih 4944B: +>, Mw wind I IQ 2 0% 
Te extruordinary: Officers ceaſed :when the 
Scripture-Canon was finiſhed, the Goſpel puh- 


iſhed; and confirmed ſufficiently by miraculous 


Gifrs and Operations, and ſo many Churches 
planted as were ſufficient for the Propagation 
of Chriſtianity among Jews and Gentiles. As 
the continuance of them was neceſſary till theſe 
things were effected; ſo when dur Lord thought 
meet to make no further uſe of theſe extraordi- 
ed to treat with Men 


by more ordinary Means; and ſaw, in this caſe, 
the uſe and benefit of a ſtanding Goſtel. Miniſtry, 
which che therefore appointed to continue. Vea, 
nor do they conſider the State of Mankind, who 
of {ome Mens'being - in- 


roper buſimeſs. For 


deavour 


Chriſt 4, whereas, ain by 


eiſe Churchal Je towbfds fi 
Scandals or - Recovery*Thoule- 
fal. Ng "xa oy Was rs 10 eee #7) / 


few had nhdertaken fut fi diffcit eK poſin Foes 


Work, if none had betir obliget!; nor mad pub- 
lick Adminiſtrations by the Hands 2 
much regarded, When all wanted à 
ty bye u Divine Miſnon to 1 as che 


of Chriſt, their Tranſac 
ine to bis Will, d mate d 
Alftrance te mene from his' £6 
en e and H , 9 Neis A 25494 ;, aan 
rag The Holy Ghoſt faith," How o 27 they 1 
except the) he ent? How ſhall theyt 
urpoſe? How will they with an g66d Heut 
How dare they with hope uf lmpunity?” 2385 I 
Obj. Know it's ſurmiſed,” thi . 1 0 eh, 
and r and Honour jt, niſfers 1 
ve, encline thert to this Werk 
the Obligation of an en 04 lh, 
0 half not in Repl 
— eee 
. 2 ſu 
Profit 5 ES Jr Eres W's 
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| ments no no more i in * Name of Cbriſt than any 
ocher Man who Fd to 4 Their 


cy 
ploy 1 the 3 will 
ſoon lle, ) and. TEN exclude Miniſters from 
double Hono ur, (tho all impartial Men know, 
. that Chriſt? appointing the eſſential Qualifica- 
tions and peculiar: Duties of, and double Ho- 
nour to the ſtated Labour ers in the Word, con- 
notes, that a8 875 are to act by Office;) .but all 
is to 9 2 the Off ice into ſuch contempt as all 
ſhall. bea e to undertake it, and none be 
unprejudiced againſ} r. ecei ing piu Fat 
by: a Goſpel-Miniſtry. m tb wt 
I£Chriſt had left his Chuch without ſtanding 
Officers,. it had been as, locks without Shep- 
berds, large Families without Stewards, Cities 
without, d archmen,.Schools without Teachers, 
Societies, by him inſtituted, to be perperuated 


for the . 5 Ends, without Rulers, tho' n 
Societies. be ſo. tempted. [to run into Coofnlion, 
nor ther Di orders ee and fatal to his 


i ws | But 


. 


But if Divine Revedahionia to be.credi ed, 
Lord has provided Officers to act in ſub 
tion to imſelf ! in all theſe ſeveral reſpects; and 
Presby ters are variouſiy demomioated, as.by Of- 
fice related to Churches, under thok different 
Appellati ons: They: are Paſtors of the Flock, 
under him the great She 2 Stewards of his 
Family ; they are Watchmen, Traehy Du 2 
lers. They have Duties injoin'd nan 
ſwerable to theſe: 9 and 5 | 
mandeq the Peoples þ . 
ing and acting in ſuch Relätiof 
ever makes account of. ſpixi 


ed, Apoltles, Pr rophets a Evan elifts, — 5 


great Gifts to Men and when theſe. were;remo- 
ved, . that, Paſfors-and;T eachers 1 8 alſo great 


Eph. 4. 8, 


Gifts to Men, who after the. Foundatign Wes laid ** 2: 


by the for r, are o enlarge th 
Church Far Age to ein che "oo Hs | iy 

__ Againſt this Office the Dey I has the great 
21 a therefore to his utmoſt influen 
Perſons from ewe Quarter to .atiempt. its Ex- 

A tirpation. The Profage,, the Fach A the PC 
lirician, can meet in this Point for er oppoſite 
Ends. Nor iz he remiſs. in tempting Maniſers 
to expoſe. by. Scandals, and. da e Gf fice, 
by aſſuming a Power not. them. 
This ought ro be bewailed.a as-the SS great- 
eſt Adyantage; but. yet that they hould 10 im- 
prove it, is moſt unreaſonable : For is that Of- 
fice bad, becauſe its Sacredneſs makes the Crimes 
of Miniſters the more 8 125 leſſer 
faults in them to appear Enormities? or, Why, 
| E 3 by " ought 
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ſtracy 


fuſe ſome Men aboſe it? Has no 4 g- 
(yea all ſorts of it) been bled "a 
if thir's an” Ordinance that mult not rf a= 
cauſe of Abuſes, fleithter ought d =Y 
at leaſt as uſefn Ito Mankind, 000, 1588 f 
fary to che Ends of Religion; an nee 
guurded againſt Ab 11 es by its boly Kidles,” "if they 
be obſeryet® - 1. RIG 1 

Co erben _— Lord Jeſus lack pus the 
Chi Church in a worſe Caſe thay the Few- 
#+ Church,” if de had for appointed“ a Mini- 

ſtry rb cont dun it dhe ea: For che Jewiſh 
Clureh had Ihe Prieſts to ex pound the Law. bleſs 
the Peopl E, Tpanag e Church Cenfyres, ad te _ 
in theit Worſtip ;. theſe,” things belonp'd to 


- 5 their Office” as troly 48 Offering Wender | 155 ö 


Chbriſtiad Church has in all Ages as Stent ned 


of the ine helps, for human Nature is ſubject 
to the 1 3 Tem ptatibns, and xetains tlie 5 
Annie and Weakne fes as for- 

Wy a elys are now as apt to re- 

aig thi ] e Chriſtian Church, after an 

55 ex ordinary Gifts, | ſtarids in greater 

* FReke | Helps: haps Eren is to Various 

and it tits not the Urimiand Thummim 

and, xXrrgordinary Revtlatibns by An- 

e The phers to teach, reprove and reform 

OD afforded to the Jewiſh Church. 

wee the Chriſtian Church is forewarned 

of: 'reater Dangers by various Heteticks, ang the 
very Jong Reign and Rage of Anticdriſ. n 

ſich things we Tee the 1 Neceſſity of a ſtan- 
ding Miniſtry. oe” N 

a or 


— 4 ; GoſpelMiniſtry: 
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"op can we think our Lord,who Apen the 
Chriſtin Ehvrch to he more " plorious in THY 
Purity, Eten, Order and Beauty, ſhould be 
Teſs eeniined with Hel s neceſfary theręeto. ' He Heb. 3.2. 
was faithful as he whoſe Houſe the Churell is; 6. 
and therefore will not leaye it without neceſſary 
Laws and Officers. 


Obi. If any ſhould- plead” that the Perfection 925 


of the Goſpel, as "ro, DoErines and Articles of 
Faith, renders this ſtared Office needléſs. 
ol. Tanfwer, That the ordinary/Priefthood 
under the LA was by Office: to explain and 
maintain 3 50 Revelations of Divine Cs e 
which were as plainly diſcovered as moſt; 
des of Goppel Bostrines not y; and ae 
in the Soſß el- Church there oupht 0 be Divine 
Worſhip" in Chriſt's Nan, 4 Godly Diſei We, 
and a holy Converſation às Well as Articles of 
Faith. As therefore there's che ſame 1 for 
divinely* revealed Rules about” theſe in the Chri- 
ſtlan State as.in the Jewiſh: So the Petfe tion of | 
thoſe reveal ele will no more ber Af Irpu- 
ment that Goſpel-Minifters are now. needlels, 
90 "that the Prieſts were then 1d 85 to this 
of their Office : For they bad the moſt 
pi 0 recorded as to the minpteſt 
Tins s about Worſhip, and as to the reateſt 
R$ of Diſcip line. and Converſation.” It's 
Ad by Aalat bi Th laſt ſacred Penman of the Old 
Teſtament, The Prieſts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, Mal: 2. 7. 
and the) y ſhould Teck the Law eres Mouth, for be is 
Meſſenger of the Lord-of Hoſts. This is ſaid not 
only after Moſes Death, hut᷑ after all the Diſco- 


veries by the reſt of the inf pired Prophets in the 
E 4 | Qld 
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| The 1 Nature and d Meteſſity 


Old Teſtament ; z yet they muſt ſeek the Law ar the 
Prieſts Mouth, and to improve in Knowledge by 
his inſtruction, which he was by Office to be fitted 
for and exerciſed in. The Jewiſh People had the 
Law of Nature, yea. Replies by Revelation they 
had alſo many rx ſitive Laws with other Truths 
plainly revealed; Nevertheleſs God was kin- 
der to them in Zranting this Help, than the 
profanely arrogant will now account it under 
equal, yea greater Neceſſity. Nay, what God 
threatens as the ſoreſt Judgment, theſecontend 
for as a Privilege, viz... That God ſhould. re- 


| Rev. 2.5. move the Churches Candleftick,by taking away its 


| 2 


ed; the a 


Teachers which 1 gave Light, and not Jonger hold 
the Staxs in his right hand for the Peoples Benefit. 
I might further prove this. ſtanding 
ſtry i in The; Church by the Old Teſtament Pro- 


pheies. and St. John's Revelations, as to the laſt 


times of the Chriſtian Church. And further 
ſhew, that as Paul ordained Presbyters; ſo when 


he propheſied that Wolves wou'd ariſe to devour 


the Flock, he tells them, the Hol y Ghoſt bad made 
them Oper, bers to watch that the. Flock be not 


devoured. by theſe erroneous Wolves, And he 
does not only charge 75 mot hy to avoid Partiality 


in the Ordipation of Presbyters, that none want- 
ppointed Qualifications, but has an eye 
beyond Moſe: 
ing, that they be able to perpetuate . the Office 


b Tim. 2. by qualifying ſuch as. were to ſucceed them. ; 
others alſo to whom they were ty commit what things 


were committed to them, as Officers in truſt. 


St. Jah alſo in his very old Age after the Apo- 


ſtles Death, SUIS. His Meſlage to the Pres- 


92 8 2 18 Mo byters 


Mini- 


for he injoins when be was dy- 


2 mn. nn — 


of « Goſpel-Miniſtry. 


byters (called the Angels) of the ſeven Churches, 
as the ſtanding Officers of thoſe Churches, and 
likely to be ſo after his Departure. Vea to be ſo 
in all the- ſeveral Periods of the viſible Church 
to the end of the World, according to the Senſe 
of Dr. More and others concerning thoſe Epiſtles. 

- 3- The Work belonging to that Miniſtry is va- 
rious. Every Office implies Duty and Buſineſs, 
and this in a more eſpecial manner. He that deſi- 


What this Work is, may be collected from the 1. 
Titles given to Miniſters , the Duties injoin- 

ed on them as ſuch, the Encouragements and 

Praiſe of what they, as Officers, performed, ald 
the. Reproofs and Threats againſf them for Ne-. 
glects and Omiſſi DS... 3 Na SONG N 
They are to! fee the Flock, taking the Qs ? P* . 
ver. ſigbt thereof: Which, as moſt grant, in- 
cludes the Preach f the Word, Ad- 


reth the Office of a Biſhop, deſireth « good Work. 1 Tim. 3. 


5 aching of the Word, Ad- 
miniſtration of Sacraments, leading in Church + 


9 


Aſſemblies as Guides, preſiding in the M 41.8 25 a 


ment of Church Cenfures as Rulers givin 
publick Notice of impending Judgments and 
Dangers as Watchmen. Theſe aud much more 
belong to ordinary Paſtors for the Ediſying. of © 
the Body, both by. multiplying its Members by 
Converfion, and improving them in Light, Ho- 
lineſs and Comfort; that ſo they may be eſta- ] - 


bliſhed in the. Truth, honour Chriſt hy their 
Walk, and become meet for the heavenly State, 
They are alſo in Conjunction with other Pres- 
byters to ordain the Qualified to the ſame Office: 
For the Office was to continue, as we heard before, © 
The Qualifications of thoſe that were to be in- 
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veſted in it, are fixed bythe Spirit of Chiif, 

and ſome or other muſt judge whether the Per. 

fon willing to accept of Mo Office be qualified, 

and in the Name of Ohrift' inveſt the Perſoh 

therein, unlels Self-condefredneſs be the firteſ 

Standard,” PETS 

When beer Offers cealed 4kby who 

Revs fitteſt to judge, and jnblt concerned 'th 

preſerve à fit and Fable Miniſtry, were "th6k 

ee Officers who Wete appointed to He 

Watchmen and Rulers'in-the Chürch, which 

appears by Sacred Writ to be no other than Prei. 

byters. Theſe are 3 he in the Apoſtle 

x Tim. 4. time ordained Timothy; or nd tolerable genf 

1 can be put on thoſe Words, with the Vaying vn 

„aof the bands of _ the ere For the 

Cboſt was never, as we read given by the hi nds 

of any without an exttaor, inary Miſſion; tor 

Acts 19. did 7 join wirn an Apoſtle i con. 
6. *» fering him-onany ; tko we find him gien h 
Acts 8. 17. the hands of Pail withoir ary other hand, and 

the; joint hands of the Apem SSt. Peter and John 

Nor is Timbthy the önly recorded reren on 

whom Presbyters laid pas they were Thok 

1, 3. Teachers Who laid their hands on Paul and Bar- 

; nabas, when ſeparated to the Work to w whith 

the Holy Ghöſt had called them; * Fong "This 

Gal. 2.15. WAS 3 conſtitute Paul an e; fo that 

- was not to be by Mens Inſtromeneatie, 1 

had before this created him an Apoſtle. bt r 

heir performing all the ſolemn © tward Ads 

-of /'Ordination' npon his goin "tot e Genriles, 

ſhews the” Neceffity of the” Ordination of all 
geen thar? firſt Undertaking of TY 

Work, ſe! 


E of a „ Goſpe-Miniſtey.” L 

2 o and that ir belong to Teachers r rr 
4 Prters to perform thi ſolemn Ackions by 
5 hich they are to be ordained, 

For if it was fit that an ee Werle be fe 
rated to this occafional Work, it muſt be very 


he ſtated Work and Office without being fe- 
parated thereto ; nor can we doubt but that 
f Paul and Batridhiar had not received an Of- 
ce before; theſe ſolemn Acts perfofmed by 

Hoſe” Teachers had been an Grdination of 
hem to their own Office at leaſt; if not alſo 

gned for a Platform of ordaining Miniſters 


thinks. 


e was not an Apoſtle we are furc, that he was 
Prophet or Teactier* before le ee to 
he Gentiles is evident; and that Pro 


asalſo Teachers fr m each of them, 1 is expteſd d. 


Prebyters ſucceed then, 
Right of Pregbyters to ordain Elders. - Such as © 
ink nien Hey fool by the fore ic 7 75 


ration, if they ſhon ſome of others, 
Le bat e fü 9 as the pot 
, y Biſhops, X* 0 . 
12 5 "have he Power 'of Or ination, ſeeing 
foniBas with T imothy and Titus had that We 
Jo deny the ' Validity of Ordinations by 
esbyters, is a way to reject the neceſſity of all 
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9 ri nations by any, ſince extraordinary Officers 
were 
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mfitting” for any who have no Office, to Aland | 


V 2 
ot 2 Thurch of the Gentiles, which Dy. Re +, AG * 


e read alſo that Barnabas with Pattl ordain- Acts 14. 
4 Elders (Presbyter ) in every Church. That 23. 
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duch as think he was one of the 50, and that 1 Cor. 125 
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were e at an end. FT it is, yy _ be improvel 
by the- Enemies of a Goſpel-Miniſtry). for the 
Scriptures inform us of no ordinary Officers, 
GOD's Appointment, for the Chriſtian Church, 
above Presbyters :. They have divers Title 
but the {ame Office is expreſſed by the Ke! 
Titles of Presbyters, Paſtors, Teachers, Rulen, 

Miniſters, Biſhops, & c. the Name, the Qualih- 
catioas, the Work, the Power, the Reward 
the Honour, the Truſt, are the ſame... . .. 

This is expreſs d wich a Plainneſs, as to tie 
Ilentity of the Scripture Biſhop and 'Presbyter 
as if it, were deſigned by 17 to be a Preca 
tion againſt the enſuing Miſchiefs of making 

x Pet: 5. . them different Offices. So it was that. Peter and 

3 John 1. n called themlelves. Fresbyters and Nen B. 

ſhops. 
hen, Paul had called the Presbyters of the 
Church-of E pheſus to Miletum, he chargeth them, 

Afis 20. faying, Take heed to all. the. Flock, over which th 

17, 18. Holy bel bath m ade you... 7 bops, to feed. the Churd 
of OD. Here, - Work and, Name are common. 

Tit. 1. 5, The ſame A poſtle tells Titus, I left thee in Crete 

" Te  toordain 8 in euery 125 If am be blame 
"bs &c. For a Biſhop muſt be blame leſs, &c.,, Hen 

e Names are ſynonimeps,.and the "Qualifits 

Vea, the Reaſon aſſigned why 

the he ch muſt, be blanickeſs, Ec. ia, .becauk 

2 Boop ag oe, hlameleſs. as the;Steward. of GO. 

d it been ſaid, that a Biſhop muſt h 

ameleſs, &c; 1 -Presbyter muſt be .ſo, 
ir might have. been, 97 proper Reaſonipe,, cot 

Chen with the Biſhop's Superiority in Office, 2 

Fherefore the more robbers z but as they are 555 
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g ; of 4 Goſpel-Miniftry. 6x” 
- * the identity of the Biſhop and che Preaby- 
er is the . that * be proved” In his Fa- 
your. 4 
The Apoſtle peter ket the Prechyters to feed 1 Pet. 4 
* Flock, &c. and to act the Biſhop's Office towards 1, 2. 
St. Pawl indeed. appoints what the Qualifi- 

— of ſuch muſt be, whom Timothy Was to 1 Tim, 33 
ordain Biſhops and Deacons, but mentions notany 
Qualificauion of a Presbyter: But this was not 
becauſe the Presbyter had no Office, for he men- 

tions a Conſiſtory ot them who ordained bim,and 
te forbids him to rebuke a Presbyter: Yea, requires 
that the Presbyters who rule well. be accounted wor- 1 Tim. 5. 
„Ih of double Honour - Not was it becauſe it mat- 1, 17- 
ne tered not hom che Presbyter was Qualified, for he 
ad was of greater Influence for the Weal or Hurt 
of the Church, than Deacons; and ſtates their 
Qualifications in his Epiſtle to Titus. But the 
true Reaſon was, becauſe the Biſhop and the 
Presbyter had the ſame Office, and therefore the , 
fame Qualifications were requiſite. And this is 
the more evident, becauſe the Qualifications of 
the Biſnop bere do not exceed thoſe of the Preſ- 
byter in Titus, and in the little wherein they 
differ, Jower Abilities are required. But leaſt 
the Hint about Ruling might argue an Imparity, 
be prevents that with advantage to the Presby- 

ter, ſaying, Let the Freshyters that rule well, be 1 Tim. 3. 
counted wortby. of double Honour, eſperially, they 17- 

who labour in the Word and Dodrine, | And Aa; inſt ver. 19. 
a Preshy ter receipe not an Acouſation but boſord two 

or three Witneſſes. Here the Presbyter is to rule, 

and is eſpecially worthy of double Honour, if he 
labour in the Word and Doctrine: And be- 
b cauſe 
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cauſe by his Ruling andPreaching, many cd 

be irritated, and the Devil provoked, no A. 

cuſation ſhould be received againſt him under 

FED $760 Witneſſes. At Philippi alſo, no Officers art 
greeted but Biſhops and Deacons. 
Much more might be produced, but this may 
do more than convince us, That if the Holy 
* Ghoſt. had laid ſuch a ſtreſs on the Superiorhy 
of Biſhops, as to /#moburcb\ ſo many Chriſtig 
Flocks, and ſilence ſo many qualified Perſonj, 

who have opportunity to preach the Goſpel, 

meerly becanſe not ordain'd by them; that Holy 
One is:$00:g00d and -wiſe to have ſaid ſo much in 
.- the. Scriptures, to ſignify a Parity between the 

| Biſhop and Presbyter; and to ſay nothing thit 

Carries greater Evidence, nor wy WG nor "ay 
Evidence of their Imparit 5% tan ae ">, i 
Whatever is pretended 28 4 Change after. the i 

Cannon of the Scripture was, finiſhed, affech Wt 

not any who believe the Sufficiency of the Scrip- 

2 Tim. 3. ture - Rule, to make the Man of GOD perfect, and It 
2 denies the Validity of any ſacred Office fnſti- f 
tuted without the plain Auhority of Devin 
Revelation. - 2 451k ofa HH ii egg 40% £3. 
Nor, if a. Sermon admitted, ernte hard to 

prove that for ſome Centuries, the Biſhops then 
mentioned, pretended not to the Eri wpeef 
„ aſſumed; Vix. A Paſtoral Superiority over 
* bundreds of Plocks; and over their e 
ws ſtatedly aduculive-cies Lord's Supper 3. 
mong them. Theſe latter, inqeed, retäin the 
ſame Name with«tlioſ Biſhops £0; whom it Wa 

at firſt ed, but in all Eſſentials thoſe Ns 
ll retained the ttue 3 of * d 


— r * — 


de ede e * 
Bind acted not beyond. it; tho? others ofiche r 
Office join'd with chem, did ſometimes in a few 
ſmaller things abate its Exerciſe, as our Biſhops 
do when Weine is n . abe yo 
Chancellor. 219 | 
And neitefs ese were it to account, how it 
yas poſlibly for this Change to be made, both 
very early, and without much obſervation, con- 9 
ſdering the Circumſtances of the Miniſters and 75 
Churches of firſt Ages, the gradual Approaches 9 
and Advances of the Change; the Inclinations 
af humane Nature to Ambition, Covetouſneſs, 
Dominion and Slothfulneſs; and GOD''s per- 
nitting theſe to work, as a means of the Riſe. 
of Antiobriſt, upon n Whoſe Reign and Fall ſo great i 
4 part of the Affairs of the Chriſtian Churcgn 
= ropheſied to depend; and which was 
e ble whiles the Parity of Migiſters rar 
bs itt PEST n 
„ ball give ſome ſhort D of this Mats. 
d ter; and beginning with what the Scriptures ab. 
rr 1 ſhall proceed to what enſued... © | 
During the Scrifitare Hiſtory of the; State, of; 
the.Chriſtian Church, we find in Churches more 
than one Presbyter. It was ſo in eee 165. 
the like in Epbeſus; Pau ſent to, Epbeſus, and 5: 
alled the Elders of tbe Church: (Whence it feemg/h8s _ 
eridenr, That the Angel of che Church of Epbe- Nr. 3. 1. 
ws; Stel is to be taken collectively, one fo: ſe 
veral United, and of the ſame Power and Truſt.) 
dt. Fons ſuppoſerh ſeveral Presbyters in ever James 5: 
Church; iand this ſeems to be the appointed Rulen4· 
where it AS poſſible; for Paul and Barnabas on 
Presby ters in every Church, and da oba. 14. 
Titus, 
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Tit. 1. 5- Titus, I left thee in Crete, to ordain Presbyters i in 
City, as 1 appointed thee, _* 
In the Church of Jeruſalem, ſome of the Apo- 
ſtles and other extraordinary Officers oft reſided, 
We read, that the Apoſtles, Peter, Paul and 
John, frequently viſited other Churches. The 
Presbyters were by Office to teach and rule, 
yet they were ſubject ro them when preſent, 
and to be — by their Direction when 
abſent ; and by the Exangeliſts, who were their 
Delegates. 
In the greater Churches we oft meet with 
Evangeliſts, Prophets, and others of extraordi- 
Rom. 16. nary Gifts; ſo in Rome, Antioch, Corinth, as well 
Acts 13-1- as more ſtated Teachers, which the Presbyters 
x Cor. 14· Office imports. But tho many Diviſions hap- 
pen'd by the Attempts of falſe Teachers to in- 
troduce Judaiſm, or other Errors, &c. as alſo by 
the Peoples Weakneſſes, Cc. yet we read not of 
any Conteſt among the Presbyters, or ordina- 
| ry Officers, about Superiority or [mparity in 
3 Johng. Office or Power, except by Diotrephes, who was 
blamed by the Apoſtle, for loving to have the 
eee In this poſture the ſacred Can- 
non deſcribes and leaves the Churches. 
The Apoſtles, and other extraordinary Off. 
cers, having ordained Presbyter-Paſtors, (yea, 
ſeveral, at leaſt in the greater Churches; ) and 
this with as much Evidence of the ſameneſs of 
Office, and identity of Power, as the Caſe re- 
4 qpiecd ;, and no recorded W ord inſtituring any 
higher Office among thoſe ordinary Officers ap- 
pointed to abide in the Church; on theſe Preſ- 


* -whoſe Office was a ſtanding — 
i the 
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"| the Care and Government thereof devolved, 

"= when the extraordinary Officers ceaſed; and 
then they were to act to the extent of that Com- 

1 miſſion, which deſcribed and limited their Of- 
fice. „ 

d But as the Office obliged each /3ngle Presbyter 

i to ſundry things, ſo there were ſome Matters 

, 

n 


of ſuch Difficulty and common Concern, as not to 
be ſafely committed to a fallible ſingle Perſon, 
as each Presbyter was. In ſuch caſes the Preſ- 
i bytery (made up of united Paſtors) were to be 
concerned; to which they were directed not 
only by the Light of Nature, but by the Pra- 
Qice in the Apoſtle's time, and by their Appro- 
bation; as we ſee in the Ordination of Timothy, 
by the laying on of the Hands of tbe Presbytery ; and 
could not but be in any Church that had many 
Presbyters; had Men kept to this, much Con- 
fuſion, ambitious Conteſts, abuſe of Eccleſia» 
ſtical Power, and Popery with all its barbarous 
Villanies, had been prevented. 4B 
A Change from this to that Imparity, which 
followed, muſt be very gradual, or it had been 
too notorious to be admitted, Yet thoſe flow 
Degrtes, with ſome few Circumſtances, are ſuf- 
ficient to prove, it was not from the beginning, 
tho? its Riſe be not fo evident, as thoſe think 
_ neceſſary, who would have us think an Impa- 
rity in Office proved, where-ever they find a 
Biſhop named in the firſt Ages. I hope they will 
not ſay, the Biſhop of Rome has a right to what 
e now aſſumeth, becauſe Clemens was a Biſhop, | 
who allowed but two Offices in the Church to be f 
of Divine Inſtitution, — | 
| F That 
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That the Imparity was not from the Begin- 
ning, the Holy Scriptures teſtify: Of its Riſe 
and Growth, I ſhall give the following Ac- 
_—.-. | tr ME HERA 
When the extraordinary Officers, who erect- 

ed the Churches in Cities with Presbyters, diſ- 
continued; theſe Presbyters managed thoſe 
Affairs which were difficult and of common 
concern, by joint Counſel as one Body. Some 

one of them muſt moderate in their Debates, and 
lead in the execution of what was agreed. The 
moſt eminent for Age and Gifts, was eaſily pre- 

fer'd, and continued therein bee if his 
Advantages were great; and hereby come oft 
to wear the moſt reputable of the Presbyters 
Titles, which ſeems to be that of Biſhop, 
When by their Labours the Chriſtians mul- 
tiplied in neighbouring Places, more Presbyters 
became neceflary to viſit and teach in thoſe Chap- 
pels of Eaſe, that were erefted in remote Vil- 
lages and Towns, (at firſt by turns, and at laſt 

more ſtatedly) but both they and the People 
for (too long) a time, came to the Afother- 
Church in Matters of Diſcipline, , and to par- 
take of the Lord's Supper; as ſuch Places with» 
in the great Cities did beforeeee. 
Theſe later Presbyters, being Juniors, of 

Tower Gifts, and probably converted as well as 
ordained by them, very naturally would act un- 
der the Direction of their Seniors, and pay a ſpe- 
cial Deference to him, who by common reſpect 
and cuſtom. preſided in the Affairs of the Mo- 
#her-Church, eſpecially when he came to have a 
chief Hand in diſtributing the Church's Stock 
an 


all, were ſatisfied. 
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and Deacons were ſet to other Work; but act- 
ing ſtill in conjunction with his Fellow-Presby- 
ters; and tho? their Honour was a little vailed 
by not acting alternately, yet the Identity of 
their Office unchallenged, and. concurring in 


As the remoter Chappels of Eaſe, and Presby- 
ters grew: ſtill more numerous, and. Hereſies 
abounded ; the Infirmities of Miniſters and Peo- 
ple render'd Peace and Order more difficult; 
eſpecially when the Conſiſtory of Presbyters 
could ſeldom meet, becauſe of Perſecution, and 
of their frequent Work in remote Places among 
the ſcattered Flock. Hereupon the moderate 
Precedency of the firſt Presbyter, was thought 
ſuch a help to Orthodoxy, Peace and Order, 
that upon his Death, the Presbyters with the 
Church judgeth meet to chuſe one of their 
Number to ſucceed him in the Advantages he 
poſſeſſed: Not that they gave him a new Office, 
or renounced any part of their own, for neither 
was in humane Power; but they gave him 
Tokens of Reſpect, in ſuſpending their Claim 
to ſome Honour to which they had by Office an 
equal Title; and ſo the Title of Biſhop, and 
generally his Preſence in all Ordinations, be- 
came almoſt appropriate. 1 
In ſome proceſs of time, ſome of Diotrephes's 
Temper ſucceeding in thoſe Mother - Churches, 
claim theſe things as their due, which ſprung 
from Decency and voluntary Reſpect, with 2 
Miſtake of What ſeem'd conducive to the pub- 
lick Benefit. Theſe ſtill further incroach, and 
become Examples to other Churches alike advan- 
bY "BM © Rs. 
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taged, and to the great Cities more late Chri- 
ſtianiz'd ; repreſenting the Matter ſo condy. 
cive to the Grandeur and Safety of the Church, as 
well as its Peace and Order, that it muſt be! 
guarded by Canons of Counſels, wherein them. 
{elves had far the greateſt Power; yet ſtill gul. 
ling the Presbyter with a ſhew of Reſpect, in 
admitting him to join with them in moſt Ads, 
and ſome Advantages. | 
In the firſt Preparatories and lower Degrees 
of the Change, there was ſcarce a probability of 
an Oppoſition. When it rofe higher, Hiſtory 
acquaints us, tho the Authors are oft to be 
ſuſpected of wording paſt things in the Dialed 
of their own Age; and to ſerve their own Turn 
as Sharers in the Advantage. But what Oppo- 
ſition could be made againſt the more viſible In- 
croachments, by a poor Presbyter, who lived 
in the Biſhop's Houſe, or on the Alms in his di- 
ſpoſal? (and, if active on the ufurping fide, in 
a fair way to the like Preheminence?) What 
was he to attempt againſt Cuſtom and Canons! 
againſt rich and great Churches, fond of their 
Biſhop's Grandeyr, and their own large Extent? 
The Oppoſition” was {till leſs probable, when 
Chriſtian Emperors increaſed the Power and 
Revenues of the Biſhops, and the Converſion of 
great Cities ſtill added to their Number. 
But as the high-ſpirited Biſhops at firſt multi- 
plied, their Emulation made this human Expe- 
dient too weak to maintain Unity, Peace and 
Order: Then they proceeded on the very ſame 
grounds, as made a Biſhop neceſſary over Presby- 
ters; to ſet Archbiſhops over Biſhops, Metropoli- 
tau 
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tans over theſe, Patriarchs over them, and a 
Pope as a Principle of Unity over all; who 
finds no way to maintain Union, but by killing 
all he cannot blind, nor will ever deſpair of 
healing his Wounds, whilſt his Root-impa- 
rity of Presbyters by Office retains its 
strength. *. EEE tn , 

I take no Pleaſure in enlarging on this Sub- 
ject, tho it's become neceſſary by vigorous At- 
tempts to nulliſ) our Miniſtry, Few till of 
late ſaid worſe of Presbyterian Ordinationsthan 
that they were irregular, becauſe a Biſhop, where 
1 he might be had without ſinful Terms, ought by 
nll Canonical Laws to join therein with Presbyters. 
Such acknowledge the Intrinſick Power of Presby- 
. ders to ordain, becauſe theſe are to lay on hands 
with the Biſhop; and muſt acquit us of Irregularity, 
- as far as they allow our Reaſons againſt the Law- 
ng fulneſs of thoſe Impoſitions, which the Biſhops 
iS inſiſted on as Terms of their Concurrence ; Per- 
- ſons thus ſober cannot be ignorant, what turn 
IS has "ſtill been ſerv'd, and as Circumſtances 
! ſtand, wither Rome or the Reformed Church 
nl will receive Advantage by the Men, who to nul- 
dll ty Presbyterian Ordination, contend not only 
i for ſome Degree of Pre-heminence by human 
Law for Order's ſake, but wou'd not abate the 
-F leaſt unneceſſary thing to ſuch as cannot for- 


ſter of Chriſt by Divine Appointment above a Pres- 
e byter's Office, is to impoſe the Name of Chriſt 
'-* on a Creature of Man's Forming: Tho they alſo 


| 
think, that he with others wajidly ordains by a 
Power derived from Chriſt as a Presbyter, not- | 


„bear thinking, that to raiſe a Biſhop as « Mini - 
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withſtanding what's accumulated by human 
. Confficution. | 
4 Miniſters are odge and  aitborized 
to perform the Work belonging to their Of. 


fice. 
| 3, 1 hey axe obliged : For if they are not 
obliged, their, Qmiſſion wou'd be no Fault, nor 
wou'd the Office connote a Truſt with any Obli- 
gation to diſcharge it. 

But if Ohriſt have any Authority to com- 
mand, if he has any Propriety in us for the dif- 
ſpoſal of our Perſons and Talents by our Dedi. 
cation. both as Chriſtians and Miniſters ; as alſo 
by Creation, conſtant Supplies and Redemption; 
if our Ordination. Vom engage, or the Church 

« Has any Claim to us, we are in the ſtronge 
manner obliged. to ig our Miniſtry; for all 
theſe concur to ſtrengthen our Bonds, and are 
ſo plain, that I need no Proof beſides che Scrip- 
rures already mention d. 

The Miniſtry is a Ser vice that molt not be 
neglected, it's what. we owe as Sergants, which 
e confeſs Py, wearing the Name of Mt ters of 

Chriſt, i. e. his Servants in a ſpecial manner, 
and for peculiar Work. 

Ih herefore neither Fear Shame „Bribes, Sloth, 
Pride, nor worldly Affairs can juſtify your 
deſerking the Work of your Office, when GOD 
grants Opportunity to perform it, - Mens Pro- 
hibitions will not diſcharge, . nor [Difficulties 
excuſe; involuntary, Theapacity is your only 
Plea, for thereby GOD ſends a Quietus or 
Writ of Eaſe : Which it will be your Wiſdom, 


to underſtand and * for many have diſho- 
noured 
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noured the Office by their Attempts Ader inca- 


pacitating Decays, as others have pretended it 


without juſt Cauſe. But the Obligation to your 
Work is ſo far from being deny ed, that moſt 


will expect more than your Duty, and they 


who deny your Office, are forward to wy 
you as negligent. | 


2. They are authorized to perform what Work : i 
belongs to this Office, and enjoy what it entitles 


them to. I do not mean only that as to their 
own-Conſcience, they have a Liberty to do this 
Work, for the laſt Head ſhews they are obliged 
to do it. But I intend principally to aſſert by 
their being authorized, chat they to whom they 
miniſter are obliged, 'C To ſuffer them to 
diſcharge their Office. (2.) To ſubmit to-them 
(with a due regard of their Perſons) in what 


they per form by his Commiſſion, And (3.) That 


Men ſhould expect that Chriſt will ratify: What 


is {0 perform'd by them. 
I know that there muſt be ſux ppoſed to the 


firſt: and ſecond, That Chriſt who àuthorizeth 


his Officers to execute any thing he has in that 
Dominion over ſuch, to whom he authorizeth 


them to miniſter in his Name: For wherein 
People owe no obedience to him, his Servants 


acting by his Authority, may expect to be re- 
fuſed. And it's alſo ſuppoſed in che Third, that 
Chriſt has a Power to make good what his Mini- 
ſters promiſe, threaten and feal in his Name. For 


otherwiſe the great Deſign of their Miniſtry, 
and hat moſt ſubſerve and inforceit, * 
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Eph. 1. 


22. 


But our Lord is Head over al things t to bi 
Church; All Power in Heaven and Earth is gi- 


Rom. 14. ven him, he is Lord both of the Dead and 


9 .* 


Rev. 1. 


18. 


that as to the Work and Regard which by Chriſt's 


Living; and therefore ſuch as refuſe to obey 
what he injoins by his Miniſters, with reſpe& | 


to himſelf or them, or that reject his Offers 
made by them, are Rebels againſt their rightful 
Lord. And Jeſus Chriſt has the Keys of Death 


and Hell, he is Lord of the other World, be is 


Judge of all, has all Fulneſs of Grace, and Me- 
rit and Power to confer all his promiſed Bleſſings, 
He has Afight and Title to execute all the Pu- 


niſhments denounced in the Goſpel, which his 
_ Miniſters are to preach and apply. Theſe things 


may convince you that all Men owe Obedience 
to his Inſtitutions, and they ſhall not diſappoint 
or become vain to Men thro? any Defect on 


Chriſt's part. 4 


This Suppoſition being cleared, it follows, 


Appointment, belongs to the Miniſterial Office, 


People are to ſubmit to the Claim and Perfor- 


mance thereof by thoſe in that Office; and to 
expect an iſſue according to what they declare 


and apply agreeably to their authorizing Com- 
miſſion. This is included in the very Notion of 
every Office ſubordinate to a Supreme Ruler, It's 
ſo in Offices, Civil and Military, even to a Con- 
ſtable, W archman, Steward, Captain, Cc. they 


mult be obſerved and obeyed 1 in the Execution 


of: their Office; and the Supreme Governour 
in whoſe Name they act, is concerned to abett 
thoſe Officers, and ratify- "what You areby * A 


9 authorized to 12 
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Both Miniſters and People ſhou'd carefully 
examine the Directions of our Lord; that nothing 
be pretended, claimed or injoin'd under the 
Name of this Office, which belongs not to 
itz nor that diſregarded which it truly 
comprehends. What the Paſtor requires be- 
yond his Commiſſion, he ovght to be denied it, 
becauſe therein he is an Uſurper of the worſt 1 
kind; but to deny a Compliance in what his 
Office juſtly . warranteth, is a Challenge to 21 
Chriſt's Authority, whoſe Officer he is. 
ln the three fore- mentioned Particulars, we 
ſumnrd up the things wherein Perſons are obli- 
ged to act towards Miniſters. 
1. They are to ſuffer them to diſcharge their 
O 9 „ * 

To refuſe Attendance on their Miniſtrations, 

or reſtrain them from executing. their Office, 

are 'a_ Violation of the Rights of our Bleſſed - -— - 

Lord, who has authorized them to preach his * 

Goſpel, adminiſter his Sacraments, and w-wbae 

elſe he has appointed them. And wo be to * 

them as Fighters againſt God, who perſecute ance. 

them for diſcharging their Duty and Truſt. - 39. * & 
2. Men are to ſubmit to them (with a due 

Regard of their Perſons) in what they perform 

by Chriſt's Commiſſion. This the Office im- 

ports, and the Spirit of GOD expreſly injoins, _ 

Obey them that haue the Rule over you, and ſuv- Heb. x3; | 

mit your ſelves, for they watch for your. Souls. 17. : 

What Chriſt has made their Duty to enjoin in 

Chriſt's Name, is your Duty to obſerye for 

Chriſt's ſake, who has publiſh'd his Will in the 

Scriptures, and authorized theſe to TI | 
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you rebel againſt him, both in Contempt 

of his written Word, and in Contempt of the 

Office inſtituted by bim to carry on the Deſign i 

of his Revelations for the Benefit of Mankind. 
Diſobedience to his authorized Officers calling 

| you to your Duty, is an Aggravation of the 
Quilt of ſuch by whom that Duty is neglected, 
Mat. 10. The Duſt of their Feet ſhall witneſs againſt the 
14. Diſobe dient, and they ſhall know there was 2 


| + yn to you; And therefore if you —__ : 


Exek 2.5, Prophet among them tlio what the Prophet in- 


ſiſted on as cheir Duty, was written before by 
Moſes. Phe Parentheſis (with a due regardief 
their Perſons) is not an (indifferent thing. for 
it's God's Charge, that his Miniſters who rule 
well, and labour; in the Word, be accounted 
worthy of double Honour. Reſſ pect and Mainte- 
nance are their Due; and you muſt efteeiithen 
1 Theſſ. 5. bigbly in joue for their Works ſake. © (Chriſt's 


WEE ſtamp on them as his "Miniſters recommends 


2 Cor. 4. them, as well as the beneficial and ins n 


4. dency of their Labours. | 


3. Men fhou'd expe that Chriſt | will rat 
What his Minſtess perform according to hit 

[1 ariſes, and be ſuitably affected. 
We cannot doubt this, unleſs we teſtion his 
Power and Truth ; for by authorizing them to 
aſſure Men in his N ame, Hie is Undertaker for the 
22 4 5 cet tainty of the things aſlured:; and is therefore 
dAiſtruſteu hy ſuch, who expect not an anſwera- 
pie Event. The Miniſters apply Goſpel-Pro- 
miſes and T kreatnings to ſuch as the Word de- 
| Joribes ;; che y alſo adminiſter Sacraments to thoſe 


| VV whom hey belong by the Goſpel- Rule. the) 
_— 


word of Promiſe 
atrue Believer, whether it Was a * gave 
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ſuſpend, or excommunicate and ablolre Perſons 
as the lame Rule directeth. In all theſe Caſes 
Men ought to be affected by Fear and Tope; 
Sorrow and Joy, according as things are july 
applied to them by the Miniſter. For Chriſt 


has declared; Whoſe Sins you remit, they are re- _ 200 


mitted unto them: and whoſoever Sins ye retain, the 
arevetained. And verily whatſoever ye ſhall bind 6 
Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; and whatſoever 18. 
ye ſhall looſe on Earth ſhall be Jooſed or Heaven 
Paſtors have it not in their Pleaſure to apply 
theſe according to their own Will, for an u91- 
due improper Object by their Miſtake is (as to 
Chriſt in neither a hetter or worſe Condition. 
But as the Officers of Chriſt in a due depen- 
dance on him, are more likely than others to 


be aſſiſted in jadging of the Perſons Qualificati- 


ons, to ena they app ply thofe Seals of the 
Covenant, Acts of Diſcipline, and Promiſes and 
Threats: So whenever the Application is made 
by the Miniſter to proper Objects, according to 
the Rule, theſe ought to reckon that Chriſt 
will confirm and execute what his Officer pro- 
nounc'd, i in his Name. 

For inſtance, A true penitent Bellever. when 
the Paſtor delivers 0 him the Sacratmental Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, ought to conclude his 


Sins are pardoned, and that he is accepted with 
60 for etetnal 851 tion, and thereupon his 
Ho WT and Joy fu abound. 


If you ſay, So it 'wou'd be u = the 
if he knew | himſelf to be 


him the Sacrament or * 5 
| ol. 
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Sol. You may as well ay, - whether he recei- 
2 the Sacrament or not. For as the Lord's 
| is defigned to ſtrengthen his Hope and 
WE; is an authorized Officer alſo; and both by 
Inſtitution. The Word of Promiſe makes not | 
the Sacrament uſeleſs; nor do's the Word ren- 
dier the Miniſter unneceſſary, who applies it: 
For Chriſt fails not to honour his own Appoint- 
ments, by ſerving his End thereby. He will do 
and give that by the Means he ordains, which 
ordinarily he will not do or give without them. 
And therefore a Believer may expect, that Chriſt 
will concur with his Officer, to increaſe his Aj- 
furance that he is a pardon'd Believer; anfl there. 
upon will eſtabliſh his Hope, andexcite his Joy. 
Vea, a Believer ought to be the more aſſured of 
His good State, becauſe he who is an authoriz'd 
Officer of Chriſt, does in his Name adminiſter 
the Sacramental Seal to him. For as the Mini- 
Ter, by his Office, is to avouch and witneſs for 
Chriſt, that he will perform 'what the Sacra- 
ment ſealeth to the due Receiver; ſo Chriſt's 
authorizing him as his Officer to apply the Seal, 
is an aſſuring Expreſſion that Chriſt is able, wil- 
ling, and faithfully reſolved. to accompliſh "what 
His Officer ſealed by his Appointment. This 
Inſtance of the Seals might in like manner be 
extended to Diſcipline, @c. . 
I might alſo, under this Head, ſhew, that 
whatever Acts any perform, which are proper to 
the Miniſterial Office, without an Taveſtiture in 
that Office, they do it unauthorized. For if no 
Work be peeuiar to this Office, and to be dif- 


a with ſpecial Authority, and Bleſſing, 
the 


9. „ WW tv 


. _ 
- 7M 
* - * ”, 
. 1 
75 LO Ir Ie , n . - EE” = . 
R 2 
—— : — 
; 
75 
: 
A. * * 


of a Goſpe|-Miniftry. 77 


— 


—_— 
bn... A 


the Divine Inſticurion of it, as an Office, would 
reflect on the Viſdom of Chriſt, as appointing a 
thing needleſs; it would abate the Honour of his 
Ordinances, expoſe the Church- to Uncertain- 
ty, Confuſion and Danger ; and deprive his Of- 
fers of the Encouragement and Honour, upon 
the Promiſe Whereof they undertook this Fun- 


 Rion, tho attended with ſuch Difficulties and 


Hardſhips. Men muſt deſtroy the Office, (which 
they never can, for I have before proved it to 
be a ſtanding Ordinance of Chriſt) or they muſt 
grant, that aſſuming the Work proper to it, is 
an uſurping Invaſion, attended with bitter Fruit 
to themſelves and others. 

Q. 2. In what reſpects it is in the Lord, that 
Men receive this Miniſtry ? 

A. Ir's received in the Lord, when Men be- 
come Partakers of this Miniſtry, as the Lord ap- 
points, and as becometh him: The Prepoſition 
ip, as Joined with the Lord, is variouſly us'd, 
viz. as is fit. in the Lord, i. e. as becomes his Col. 3. 18. 
Name, and your Relation to him. Receive bim Phil. 2.250 
in the Lord, i. e. as he directs and commandeth : 
Faithful "Miniſter in the Lord, i. e. he employs Eph. 6. 


himſelf in the Work of the Miniſtry, as the 2 


Lord appointeth, and is approved of him in do- 
ing ſo, Other Places might be added; but the 
Words in the Text include theſe four things: : 

1. That. he be truly Qualified for this Office. 

Lou have heard, that Chriſt appointed this Of- 
fice Now, as it had been dangerous to commit 
the ſtating of the Qualifications to fallible Men, 
ſo none have power to abate of thoſe, which the 
Lord requires to be found in Miniſters, nor to 


inſiſt 
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1. Tim. 5. 


inſiſt on more. The Qualifications appointed 
by the Lord, are to be found in St. Paul's Epiſtles 
to Timothy and Titus, and elſewhere. A Mini- 
ſter muſt be a Chriſtian, but no Novice, ſound 
in the Faith, apt to teach, able to convince Gain- 
fayers by ſound Doctrine, divide the Word a- 


Tigh t, and inſtru@ others even to a meetneſs for 
the ſame Office. He muſt be capable to rule his 


- own Houſe; and of good Report, as to his 
blameleſs and good Converſation. He muſt ab- 


peer to the Ordainers, to have the Grace of GOD 
in truth, and look into himſelf that he really 
have it. In ſum, he muſt be able and faithful. 
Theſe places, with the nature of his Work, do 
evidence, That a Miniſter muſt not only be a 
good Man, but that he muſt have a great degree 
of Knowledge and Skill; otherwiſe the Ends of 
his Office cannot be anſwer'd, nor Contempt 
avoided. _ "on A 

2. That he be duly called and ſent. | 

How ſhall they preach, except they be ſent, To 


evidence your Call, you are to be qualified as be- 


fore; your Hearts muſt be inclined and excited 
to this Office by holy Conſiderations, and not 
carnal, which is what we term an ward Call: 


There muſt be ſome neceſlity and opportunity 
for your Service; you are alſo then to be ſet 


apart by Presbyters, with Faſting, and Prayer, 
and Impoſition of Hands, after a juſt Satisfa- 
ction given them of your Fitneſs. ; for they muſt 
lay Hands ſuddenly on none. The People are in- 


competent Judges of Fitneſs. for the Office of a 


Miniſter, tho” they can diſcern what Pertorman- 
ces beſt ſuit a Miniſter to be. their Paſtor. Nor 
-has 
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has Chriſt authorized them to inveſt any in this 
Office, tho? he allows them to chuſe ordinariiyx 


who ſhall be their Paſtor, ſo that they elect a fit 
one. Deacons, tho far lower Officers, were not 
to be-ſet apart by the People, nor they at liberty 
to chuſe as they pleaſed; for they muſt chuſe none, 


unleſs they were fit for that Office. The twelve _ 
Apoſtles faid, Brethren „ look ye out among you Acts 6. 


ſeven Men of honeſt Report, full of the Holy Ghoſt 


and Wiſdom, whom we may appoint over this bi- 


neſs ;, ds naTagioopiy * We, not ye, Men of bo- 
veſt Report, not ſcandalous. The Impoſition of 


Hands is not to be lighted, ſeeing that in the 


Old and New Teſtaments it's uſed in the De- 
ſignation, and Inveſtiture in holy Offices, and 
pronouncing of Bleſſings: It was ſo common an 
Uſage in the Apoſtle's time, that to lay on 
Hands on a Man (without more words) ſignified 


to 6rdam a Miniſter; and yet every Miniſter 1 Tim. 3. 
ordained by Timothy, did not receive the Holy 22. 


Ghoſt. It ought alſo to be well conſidered, that 
the diſuſe of it, by abating the Solemnity of Or- 
dination, opens a Door to unqualified Uſurpers, 
and creates Scruples againſt ſuch as are better 
qualified. To prevent both by lawful Means, is 
a Duty; and if the Impoſition of Hands be in- 


different, qualified Preachers are culpable by the 


omiſſion of that, which would uphold” their Cha- 


rater with ſuch as now deſpiſe chem, ſatisfy ma- 
ny who ſcruple their Miniſtrations, and may, 


prevent ſome future Obſtacles to Service. 


3. That when he undertakes this Office, hne 


heartily devote and oblige himſelf to Chriſt, and 
his Purpoſes in this Inſtitution. | 
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Every ſincere Chriſtian is truly dedicated to 

Chriſt, but a Miniſter is further dedicated, 

and that to the Ends for which the Office 

was appointed, and to the Duties it implies, 

This you profeſs, but ſee that yaur Heart 
concur; otherwiſe you lyeto the Lord Jeſus, and 

ære unlike to execute with faithfulneſs the Work 

2 Tim. 2, defi igned. Miniſters are Serwants of the Lord, in 
24 Aa more ſpecial ſenſe than other Chriſtians; and 


at their Ordination, put themſelves under ftrig 


Bonds to act as ſuch. The Words in Chriſt, are 
ſometimes an Appeal to Him, as by an Oath, 
Rom - 9. 1. J ſay, the Truth in Chriſt. I am ſure, you ap: 
peal to him in your Vow, and make him a Par- 
ty, as he whoſe Glory and Intereſt you oblige 
your ſelves to promote as your governing End, 
by executing your VER? in a true ſubſerviency 
| thereto. 

. 4. That he receive this Office by the Grant of 
| chi, and his Authority. 

It's He has qualified you; for which you 
owe to him your thankful Praiſes. He appoint- 
ed the Office, and enacted what ſhould be your 
Work. Power, and Encouragement. And it's 
Hie, who by the Hands of tlie Ordainers, con- 
fers it on you. Tho” you receive it not imme- 
Gal. 1. 12. diately from Chriſt, as the Apoſtles did, yet you 

receive it mediately from him ; He delivers 

| you his Commiſſion by the Hands of your Or- 
Acts 28. dainers: The Holy Ghoſt made the Presbyters 
28. Overſeers of the Flock, tho? not immediately, 
1 Cor. 12. And Paſtors from Age to Age are ſet by GOD in 
28. his Church, as really as in the firſt A ge. There. 
fore you preach and adminiſter in his Name, * 
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by his Authority; he is perſonated by you as truly, 
tho' not in allthings ſo infallibly, as by the Apoſtles. 
And while you declare his Will, and keep to | 
your Commiſſion, you may warrantably ſay, Ve 2 Theſſ. 3. 
command you in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and 6. 
Chriſt by us beſeecheth you. You are his Ambaſſa- 2 Cor. 5. . 
dors, if you deliver his Meſlage at the ſecond 20. 
hand, as well as the Prieſts in Malachi's time, mal. 2. 7. 
| (fo remote from Aaron) truly explaining and 
applying the Recorded Law, were the Meſſen- 1 Thell. 4. 
gers of the Lord. They who deſpiſe you, deſpiſe 5 
not Men, but GOD. He that heareth you, heareth Luke 10. 
me, is certain as to you, if you follow his Di- 16. ; 
rections; for ſo he now ſpeaketh from Heaven. Heb. 13. 
e J. That he receive it as what is to be diſ- 25: 
, charged by the Lord's Rules, and in his Strength. 
J He is your Lord, and from him you mult re- 
ceive Directions. Your Meſſage and Manage- 
nent are to be under bis Conduct, and not after 
your own Will and Imagination; wherein ever 
theſe guide you, neither Acceptance nor Succeſs 
are to be expected. Therefore, be ſure of his 
Word for your Voucher, and then fear n Op- 
polition, for he is with you. Expreſs bis Mind, ; 
and you'll be to him a ſweet Savour in them who 2 Cor. 2. 
care ſaved by his Grace, and in them that periſh 5 _ 
by their own wilfnl Diſobedience. 4 , 
As you are cautiouſly to act by his Rules, ſo 
with Humility and Faith undertake all in his 
Strength: Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of Eph. 6. 16. 
J. bis Might. The Difficulty of Miniſterial. Work 
would affright every conſiderate Perſon, if he 
were to at alone, and to depend on his own 
"| Abilities; But our Sufficiency is of GOD. Tho? 2 Cor, 
8 he 3. 1 
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he is pleaſed to uſe us as Inſtruments, he leaves 
not the Iſſue to our own Acquirements and Abi, 
Ver. 8. lities. 's the Miniſtration of the Spirit which 


2 Cor.ro. We ſubſerye: and our Weapons are mighty thro? 


4. GOD. When the Apoſtle mentions his Suc- 
ceſs, he aſcribes it to the ſame Power, by which 
1 Cor. 4, Vou are to be aſſiſted; In Chriſt Feſus I have be- 
15 gotten you through the Goſpel. Therefore go forth, 
depending on his Grace, expecting that the Lord 
2 Tim. 4. will ſtand with you, and ſtrengthen you And be 


17 in a humble Diſpoſition upon all Succeſs, (yea, 
| Rom. 15- now reſolve) to acknowledge that therein Cbyriſ 
| 39. hath wrought by me. | 

. ©. 3. What is ir to fulfil the Ainiſtry ſo re- 
_ ceived. 7 . 
A. 1. To perform the whole Work of it againſt al 
Impediments. | 


Omit no part of it thro' Fear, Idleneis or 

Shame. Agree not to renounce any part of it 

to gratifie humane Uſurpations ; diſallow thoſe 
Incroachments as the worſt Dilapidations ; for 

the Lord will blame your conſent to the Change 

of this Office. Again, declare the whole Coun- 

Col. 1.25. ſel of GOD, and fully preach his Word. Admi- 
| niſter the Sacraments, reprove Offenders, cen- 
| ſure the Obſtinate, watch for Souls, comfort 
74 the Mourner, eſtabliſh the Weak, reduce them 
| Who wander, awaken the Secure, inſtruct the 
Ignorant, provide that others may ſucceed you 
in the Miniſtry, and be ready to encourage, and 
ſet them apart when qualified. Be employ'd in 
theſe (and whatever elſe belongs to your Of- 
fice) as occaſions offer. Whatever you ni full 
neglect, therein you come ſhort of fulfilling 
your Miniſtry, A, 2. 
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A. 2. To perform all Miniſterial Ads in the + 
greateſt Tendency to the ends of this Office. 


No Man fulfils his Miniſtry, who does not 
his utmoſt that his Labours may obtain that for 
which Chriſt appointed him a Miniſter. You 
cannot be ignorant that the ends deſigned by 
this Offi e, are the Converſion of Sinners, and 


| the Edification of Saints in Knowledge, Faith, 


Holineſs and Comfort, whereby the Kingdom of 


| Chriſt may be advanced to the Glory of God, 


the Salvation of Men, and Overthrow of Satan's 
Kingdom. The Lord Jeſus ſends you to ſerve 
ſuch Purpoſes as theſe, and as theſe ends ſhould 
be always in your Eye, as the Scope of your 


Laboursz ſo they ought to govern and direct 


all your Labours; and you are ſo far wanting 
in fuifilling your Miniſtry, as you negle& to 
accommodate your Performances thereto. All 
your ſacred Exerciſes are profanely deſecrated, 
that are directed to lower Ends; and hypocriti- 
cally and fooliſhly managed for the right ends, 


when your Conſciences can tell you, this is not 


the likelieſt way to reach them. 
It's written of Paul and Barnabas, they ſo ſpake 


Acts 14. 


that a Multitude believed. By doing thus, they 1 2 


are ſaid to fulfil the Work for which they were 
recommended to the Grace of God. They ſo 


ſpake, i. e. with that Truth, Plaineſs, Warmth, . 


Impartiality, Gravity, Authority, Importuni- 
ty and Affection, as was fitted to bring Men, by 
the Bleſſing of GOD, to believe, and lilely to 
be attended with his Bleſſing. | 
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11 The Nature and Neceſſity 
Let this be your Care, and proy for Wiſdom 
to diſcern what particular Truth, what Argu- 
| ments, what Method, what Words, and what 
* manner of utterance are moſt accommodated 
| to the ſpiritual Good of thoſe you at any time 
Col. 1. 28. preach to, That teaching every Man in all Wiſdom, 
you may preſent . every Man perfect in Chriſt ; and 
dare not for Pride, Vanity or Man-pleaſing, to 
preach otherwiſe; for that GOD who beholds 
you acting againſt your Convictions, will re- 
prove you as falſe to your Truſt in what fo 
nearly concerneth his Glory, and the Salvation 
of ſuch as hear you. With the like Faithfulneſs 
attempt and execute every other part of your Mi- 
niſtry, or you fulfil it not. 


; A. 3. To give up ones ſelf to Miniſterial Work, 
4s ones very Buſineſs. | 3 

This Work and Preparation for it ſhou'd take 
up your time, employ your Strength, and ex- 
in le] erciſe your Thoughts. Meditate on theſe things, 
15. give up thy ſeif wholly to them. Be not needleſly 
diverted, and avoid Entanglement by ſecular 
2 Tim. 2. Affairs. You have devoted your whole ſelf to the 
4 Miniſtry, and it's enough to employ you to the 
utmoſt. It's impoſſible to perform the whole of 

its Work in a right manner, if you give not u 

your ſelf wholly thereto : 2 reſolve wit 

the Apoſtles, He will give up our ſelves to Prayer 

Als 6. 4. and 252 Miniſtry of the Word. Be Alice 
Obſervers of all Opportunities, and ſo improve 
them to the height of your acquired Abilities, 
and ſuperadded Aſſiſtances, that you may be 
Col. 1. 29. able to ſay as Paul, Hereunto I alſo labour, ac- 
cording to his Working, which worketh in me 8 

| + tily, 


* 
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tily. He will never fulfil his Miniſtry, who at- 
tends it as a thing by the bye, or accounts any 
other Employment as much his Buſineſs. . 
4. To render the Miniſtry reputable and credi- 
* in the Eſteem of others. 
Make full Proof of thy Miniſtry, e 2 Tim. 4. 
the Margin juſtly renders the Word fulfil, and 
the Context leads to it; q. d. Hearers whoſe 
"| © Ears are itching, and their Teachers who 


— 


oF © gratify them, will run down and expoſe a 
u „ found and faithful Miniſtry. But watch thou 
SY © 5n all things to prove the Truth of it, and to 


- maintain the Honour of it in the Conſci- 

| © ences of Men. Hereby their Attempts will 

1 *. be fruſtrated, and ſoundneſs of Doctrine 
prevail. Therefore let us be careful by good * 

Arguments to defend; and by a good Tem- — 

per and Behaviour, with a Seemlineſs in our 


# ih 


holy Performances, and Conſtancy and Patience 
in Afflictions, to recommend our Miniſtry as a 
thing true, perfect and Divine. 

e 2. 4. What is it to take heed to this Mini- 
ſtry ſo as that it may be fulfilled. 


A. The Word þ/xinre, which is render'd, 
Take heed here, imports 4 things : Which with 
the inforcing Motives, I ſhall particularly dire& 
as a Charge from Chriſt to you, Who are now 
duly ordained to this Office. May it have place 
in your Conſcience, and there abide to influ- 
ence all your Endeavours ! 

1 Well underſtand and ſeriouſly conſi der this 
Office. 

The Word is fo uſed, Mat. 7.2. Chriſt calls 
5 you to behold what are the Duties, Difficul- 
G 3 ties, 


8 
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mm 


ties, Temptations, Helps and Encouragements 
belonging to the Miniſtry. I know you are no 
Stranger thereto, but you have reaſon to ſee 
theſe things more plainly, and oft to review 


them. If they be not well underſtood, or but 
ſeldom conſider'd, you cannot fulfil your Mini- 


2 Cor. 2. 


ſtry. For much will be over-look'd, and none 


ſo well managed. Let your Office therefore be 
much in your Eye. Frequently conſider the 
Author, Nature, Duties and great Conſequences 
of it. This you'll find very uſeful, to excite, 
ſupport, and dire& you in your Work. | 

2. Awe and charge your Conſcience to à ſerious 
Concern for the fulfilling of your Miniſtry, Thus 
the Word is uſed, 1 Cor. 8. 9. Be not vain and 
heedleſs, as if there were no weight in the 


matter, nor danger of failing, nor of Vengeance 


if you fail. Let not Levity of Mind be indul- 
ged in any part of your Undertaking, but en- 
gage in all with folemn Reverence, and Cau- 
tion; leaſt by negle& you provoke God, en- 
danger your ſelf. be a Stumbling- block to others, 
and bring the Offi e into Contempt. Oft bring 
your Heart to tay, Who is ſufficient for theſe 
things ? 75 2 | | | 
3. Diligently uſe all appointed Helps. and do your 
ut moſt that your Miniſtry may be fulfill d. Look 
that it he ſo. Pray and ſtudy in order to fit neſs, 
pray for a Bleſſing, and as to your part ſee all 
be done, that conduceth to effect what you are 
ſent for. Uſe no Delay, allow no Excuſes, 
but look to it that this be fulfill'd. O keep that 
which is committed to thy Truft, It is your Du- 
ty which muſt not be omitted. Neither Dif- 
| | 5 ficulty 


® , 


as far out of the way as you are able : Uſe great 


ly look into your ſelves that your own Luſts 


Spirit's Aſſiſtance and Bleſling ; whether it be 
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deny nor Danger, neither Liſtle neſs nor Sloth, 
neither Pleaſures nor worldly Cares, neither 
the Frowns nor Flatteries of Men, neither the 
Idleneſs of other Miniſters, nor long Unprofi= # 
tableneſs of your Hearers, neither your own 
former Labours, nor - the Multitude of good 
preachers or Books will give you a Diſpenſati- 
on. The Miniſtry muſt be fulfill'd on your 
part, being you have undertaken It. Y 
4. Beware of all Defects and Impediments. Col. 2. 8. 
- So the Word is uſed, beware leaſt any Man 
ſpoil you, &'c. Reſt not with a leſſer Meet- . 
neſs, but let your profiting appear to all. If Time, 1 Tim. 4. 
Helps and Exerciſe, contribute not to ſupply 15. 1 
your preſent Defects; they'll teſtify againſt 
you as wickedly inſufficient. Again, beware 
of Impediments, whether they be ſuch to your 
Work, or to your Succeſs ; whether they be from 
within, or from without. Prevent as far as you can 
ſuch as you foreſee, thoſe which you find remove 


Reſolution and Wiſdom in hindring the ill Ef- 
fe&s of ſuch as you cannot remove. Eſpecial- 


be mortified, and all Indiſpoſitions rectified. Be- 
ware of what makes you backward to your Duty, 
ſpoils your Performances, or ſhnts out the 


Sloth, Self-confidence, Unbelief, Cowardice, 
or any other Sin. 

With holy Fear ask often wherein am I defe- 
Give; what do I omit? What do I flightily 
perform! ? What does moſt obſtruct the Fitneſs 
of my Labours, and what do hinder their Succeſs ? 
„%%—ö»ÜöͤOa³ X Beware 
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Beware leaſt you allow any Hindrances, trem- 
ble leaſt you ſtrengthen theſe, or create more. 
That your Miniſtry have Succeſs depends on 
GOD. But in theſe four things you are to take 
heed to it that you fulfil it: O neglect it not. 

I ſhall inforce this Charge with ſome Mo- 
tives, 

Mot. 1. The fulfilling your Miniſtry 1s a hard 

2 Cor. » Work, Who is ſufficient ? thus it's ſaid by an eminent 

Apoſtle. It needs Study, Pains, Reſolution and 
Care. Serious Miniſters ſo feel its weight, that 
their Sleep is oft interrupted; and they wou 'd 
deſpair but for hope of Divine Alhſtance. It's hard 
to ſpeak with Light and Gravity, as an Oracle of 
GOD; hard to be faithful as GOD's Steward. 

4 It's no eaſy thing as a Paſtor to accommodate 
your ſelves for the Edification of ſuch various 
Tempers; it's hard to keep your own Spirit 
in a Frame ſuitable to your Work, and a due 
Concern for it. | 

Mot. 2. Youare in great Danger to fail in it. 
Tate heed are Words of Caution, and ſup- 
| . poſe Danger, if not paſt Neglects: Can you 
doubt this ? When - Satan, the World, the ill 
Example of unfaithful Miniſters \Reproach, world- 
ly Cares, humourſome Hearers, Cc. are ſuch 
Diſcouragements to the fulfilling your Miniſtry. 
Vou muſt be a Stranger to your ſelf if you ſee 
no hazard from your own Detects and Remains 
of Corruptions. O take heed, for the Secure 
is in the greateſt Danger. 7 ake beed to thy ſelf 

1 Tim, 4. and the Miniſtry thou baſt received. 

16. Mot. 3. it's the Miniſtry of the Lord Jeſus, 

and from him you received it. Can you be 

0 un- 


1 


% 
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+ Þ unconcerned when you conſider, who he is? | 
. = The Lord of Glory, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, 1 Cor. 2, 
be that loved you, and gave himſelf for you: N. 
Vea, is now your Advocate with the Fa- 
ther by his humane Nature, as it's united 
to the Divine, from whence bis Merits de- 
rive their Value. Is not here enough to 
engage you, if Love has any place in your 
. Hearts? He has all Dominon and Power, and 
| never can leave his faithful Servants unaſſiſted, | 
or unrewarded: ls not this ſufficient to eſta- 
| bliſh you ? He is holy, and will come to judge 
all Men without reſpect of Perſons; Muſt not 
this awe you, if you are capable of holy Fear ? 
His Purpoſes by your Miniſtry are glorions, | 
viz. to render Men the Temple of the Bleſſed 2cor. 6 Ml 
GOD;xathat he may dwell among them, be glori- 16. = 
fied in them, and they made meet to be with him 
for ever. What Care and Diligence become ſuch 
Deſigns ? He enabled and accounted you faithful in 1 Tim. 1. 
putting you into the Miniſtry ; and dare you 12- 
be unfaithful, when the greateſt Fidelity is ſup- 
_ Poſed ? he intruſted you with the Effects of his 
Death and Aſcenſion too, can you betray ſuch a 
Truſt as this? Tohim you devoted your ſelf, 
Will you be ſacrilegious * To him you have 
vowed to fulfil your Miniſtry, take heed of Per- | 
jury of the worſt kind. 
Mot. 4. If you fulfil not your Miniſtry in 
ſincere degree, both you and many others Dr 
like to periſh eternally. 
on for being an unfaithful Steward, they 
for want of a faithful Miniſtry will die i in their 
own Sins, but their Blood will God require 1 thy Ezek. TY 
' and. 8. 


go The Nature and Wee wy 
hand. To meet with ſuch in Hell muſt aggra- 
vate your Torments. 
x Cor. 9. Rational Self. love wou'd be a means to pre- 
16. vent the Miſery of both; O think, Wo is me if 
I preach not the Goſpel ! 
Mot. 5. Whilſt you take heed to folfil 3 your 
Miniſtry, you have the greateſt Encourage- 
ments. 
| VPou'll find Strength proportioned to the Dif- 
x Cor. 3.9. ficulties of your Work, you are a Fellow-Worker 
with him, whoſe Deſigns ſhall not be fruſtrated 
by all the Powers of Hell. Vou are-likely to 
- be honoured in begetting Souls to Chriſt, and 
1 Thef.z. ſaving thoſe who ſhall be your Crown of Re- 
16. joycing in the Heavens; and not fail of endleſs 
| - © Glory, tho your Hearers ſhow'd periſh by their 
| Mat, 28. On Fault. The ſpecial Preſence * Chr is with 
20. you, which is the ſureſt Defence, and the rich- 
eft Treaſure of Light, Strength and Comfort, 
that you can need or ask. Conſider theſe things 
when ready to faint or be remiſs; by Faith rea- 
lize and improve them, when you are fulfilling 
your Miniſtry in the higheſt, hardeſt and moſt 
ſelf-denying Inſtances. Yowll feel in them a 
mighty Eſtabliſhing, OE and OAOY 


Power. 


An Exhortation to the People. 


Vou 1 choſen this Brother to be over 
vou in the Lord. Vou are to have a peculiar 
Share in the Benefit of his Work and Office. 
His Charge you heard is ſtrict; but have you no 


1x Duty on your part towards him ? You liave, and 
have ; 


—_— 
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Therefore, Np + 
1. See that you enable him what you can to diſ- 


charge his Truſt. To this end pray for him, 


_ provide competently for him, which is a Debt, 2 Theſſ. . 


and not your Gift. Adviſe him privately. when 
he is blamable; acquaint him with the State of 
your Souls as far as is neceſſary to direct his 


have gieat Reaſon to take heed that you fuift it. 


1. 


1 Cor. 9. 
14. 


Miniſtry for your Benefit, defend him when 


injured, &c. prepare your Families by private 


Inctruction for Publick Ordinances; this wil! 


turn to your own account, as qualifying him 
for the better ſerving of Chriſt among 
ou, bathed: 
? 2. Admit him to perform his whole Work 
in the apteſt manner. ; 
Quarrel not wich the Truths he ſees moſt 
neceſſary for you to hear, allow him to warn 
the Secure, and ſearch the Self- deceived, as well 


as to comfort the Upright. You'll be in dan- 18. 3 2 
ger if you bid him ſpeak ſmooth things Shew io. 


the Truth of your own Grace, by liking to hear 
Sermons tending to convert Sinners, as well as 


thoſe which build up Saints in Knowledge. Fa- 


vour not Licentiouſneſs by a Diſlike of having 
Duties urged, leaſt your right to Privileges 
become doubtful; both muſt have their place, 
the firſt to clear your Intereſt in the laſt, by 
walking worthy of them; the laſt to incline 
you to the firſt, that your Walk may be com- 
fortable as well as holy. Tempt him not 10 be- 
come unuſeful to moſt, by your Diſguſt of ſo- 
lid Matter in a grave tho plain Stile. Receive 
his private Reproofs without anger, encroach 
1 8 25 1 


__ 
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_ Heb. 13. 


17. 


Mr. $71- 
veſter. 


not on his Office, but ſubmit to him as one 
ruling over you by Chriſt's Authority. 

3. Be careful that the ends of his faithful 
Miniſtry be attained among you. 

Take heed that none of you remain uncon- 


verted under the Calls of Chriſt in his Mini- 


ſtry, nor unedified by his Endeavours to 


promote Knowledge, Faith, Holineſs and 
Joy. See that he may give an account of 


you with Joy and not with Grief, for that will 
be unprofitable to you; more ſo to you than him, 
for if he be faithful he will be a ſweet Savour to 
GOD, even in them that periſh, and his Reward 
is with the Lord, tho as to you his Labour ſhould 
rove in vain. Ir highly concerns you to take 
heed after the faithful Labours of your late emi- 
nent Paſtor, and the great proſpect you have of the 
ſame in him; who at preſent is entred into that 
Office and Relation. Your Improvements 


.-- . © willencourage and enlarge his Heart, ſecure you 


from Diviſions, make you exemplary to Neigh- 
bours, and give comfortable Reviews when you 
part in this World, and meet in that which is 


unchangeable. 
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; Pet. 3.15. Be 1dr give an 
Anſwer to evety Man that asketh you 4 
| Reaſon of the Hope that is in Jon, with 
 Meckneſs and Fear, 


The firſt Apologiſts fs Chriſtianity, when they 
deliver a ſhort Abſtra& of the Chriſtian Faith, 


do all vary from one another, both as to the Or: | 


der, and as to the Words themſelves ; which they 
would not have done if the Churches had all 
receiv'd one ſettled Form from the Apoſtles. 


Biſhop Burnet's Exp, of the 39th Art. 


- 
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The PREFACE. 


T HE Bible is the Religion of Proteſtants, that's the 
Form of Sound Words which in ſuch Seaſons and 
Portions as twas written was deliver'd to the Saints, 
All other Forms are no further Sacred to us, than as they 
lead us into the Senſe, and preſent us with ſome Scheme 


of Scripture- Religion, and the ſetting up any other Forms 


as the Standard of Truth, is not only departing from the 
Simplicity of the Goſpel, but oppoſing it. "Twas this by 
degrees brought in Popery, and ſtill maintains it. It 
was but getting a Majority to Vote the Reft incapable 
of emderſtanding the Scripture for themſelves, and the next 
#hing of courſe is, an infallible Fudge, and an Inquiſition; 
For my own part, I think any Man may as well pretend to 
make a New Bible for me, as to force upon me his Senſe of 
it ; whether I can poſſibly diſcern it after all means uſed or 
10 ; and that not by ſhowing nie a Scrifture-Reaſon, but a 
Faggot or a Priſon. | 

1 ſay this on purpoſe to declare that J am a Chriſtian, 
that is; one who calls no Man Maiter but Chriſt Jeſus. 
Next to the Name of Chriſtian, iadced, I profeſs to glory 
in that of a Protetiant, that is, one who Proteiis againſt 
the Impoſilion of any other invariable, infallible Rules 
of Faith and Practice than the Word of God. 

By this you ſee under what Notion this Confeſion comes 
Into your Hands, as a Comment upon the Scripture, and an 
Belp to underſtand it, and is to mgggmmend it ſelf to you 

only upon the Force of its being ” to the Rule you 
acknowledge, and for the ſame Reaſon I make no Scruple to 
declare, that I do not ſubſcribe this Formula with a 
fic ſentio fic ſentiam, as if reſolvd to be no wiſer after 
more Reading, Prayer and Study ; tut ſhall be ready to em- 
brace any Information, and make any Alterations JI ſee 
Cauſe for, either in Method, Matter, or Phraſe, as be- 
comes one who acknowieiges He ſees but in Part. 

1 aim'd at ſomething of a Thread, aud a ſprinkling of 
Argument; this has occajion'd ſome Diſproportion in the Ar- 
ticles, and the dropping the Quotatiqus, which any Chn iſti- 
an may eaſily ſupply ;, it may be of ſome Uſe to view the 
ſame Truths in a different Light and Poſition. I conclude 


with an honeſt Saying of St. Auiiin's I have read ſomewhere, 


Dicam ego quod ſentio, dicaut foite meliora Doctiores. 
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I T BELIFVE the Exiſtence of 
_ ONE SUPREME BEING, 
ſubſtantially differing from the 
* TUaiver/e, which He made and go- 
verns. Without WHO M it was utter- 
ly as impoſſible for any thing to be, as for a 
Second or Third to be without a Firſt; or 
tor any thing to be and not to be at the 
ſame time: Either of which is as eaſy to 
conceive, as it is, How any thing at all 
ſhould be without a F:rjt Being. 


II. N E- 


1 onfeſſion of Faith. 


II. NECESSARY Exiſtence muſt 
be an inſeparable Perfection of this Firſt 
Being, becauſe nothing can give 4 Being 
to it ſelf; nor can the firſt Being receive 

it from any other: And therefore muſt 

have been from everlaſting. This neceſ- 

_ fary Exiſtence is that ABSOLUTE 

- ETERNTITY, which we aſcribe on- 
ly to God, who may therefore well be 
fig to inhabit Eternity, and to be from 

everlaſting to everlaſting God. , 

III. HE that gave Being and Per- 
fections to all Things, muſt have in Him- 
ſelf all poſſible Perfections, and can want 
nothing that we count Perfection in a 
Creature, but what *tis a Perfection 
not to be capable of. Such a Nature 
mult be infinitely remote from all 
Weakneſs, M:xture, Limitation or Stin- 
tedneſs in Being, Power or Knowledge, 
c. All which Imperfections we re- 
move from our Notion of God by a- 
ſeribing ro Him, Spirituality, Simpli- 
city, Unchangeableneſs, Omnipotence , 
Omniſcience, Holineſs, Wiſdom , Ju- 
ſtice, Goodneſs and Truth, and chat He 
is Infinite in all. This is the Being 
we call GOD; theſe are the Syllables 
that compoſe his GREAT NAME; 
theſe are the Attributes that give Him 
an 
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an abſolute Sovereignty over us, and en- 
title Him to our Adoration, © 

IV. THE Underſtanding of ſuch a Be- 
ing as this, only knows his infinite Self, 
and only can comprehend with one View 
all Pofſibles in Nature, and all Faturities in 
their Order, and all Efe#s in their Cau- 
ſes; and does at one Glance ſtrike through 
all the long Train of Cauſe and Effect. 
and what I would be in their natural 


' 
13 


Courſe and Connexion. This is a Per- 


fection co- exiſtent with his Being, and 


therefore from Eternity ſo wiſe a Being 


would determime or decree, What He 
would do, what He would ſuffer to be 


done, what He will over-rule, and what 
He will leave to the natural Courſe and 


Cauſality of things. Kyown unto Him 


are all his Works from the Beginning to the 


End; He hath determin'd the End from the 
Beginning, ſaying, my Counſel ſhall ſtand, 


and I will do all my Pleaſure. 


V. IIT's below ſucha GOD to make any 
thing his End but his own Glory. Twas 
for the Manifeſtaion of that Glory that He 
gave Being to all we ſee. The Fabrick, 
Furniture, Contrivance, Beauty, and In- 


habitants of the Viſible World ſhow his 


eternal Power and God head in Making; 


bis Wiſdom and Goodneſs in Managing, Pre- 


ſerving, | 


. A Confeſſion of Faith. 


ſerving, ow” Governing all things, ſhows 
his Providence over it; Which ſo wiſe 
and good a Being muſt needs be believ'd 
to fexerciſe, *fince" no Perſon of common 
Senſe builds a 2 and convenient 
Structure, but WIII if 1 Aude GI 
| in Rep air and 900d Or 
VE 605 bas an Audlldentble Rig fi 
governing the Creatures' He has ma 
according to their ſeveral Natures. And 
2 Seing a Creature not only of wonder. 
Contrivance and artful Compoſition 
of Body, but 6f noble and large Capacity 
Aion in i Inderſtanding, Will, and 
NN ipable Of kno Wing, loving, 
ſexving, enjoying God, is therefore 
A fit Sabre E rational and moral Go- 
vernment. 
VII. THIS SibjeRtion and Obellicner 
pf his Rational Creatures is what this So- 
vereign can no more diſpenſe with than 
he can deny himſelf, nor can we with- hold 
it from him to whom we owe our very 
Being, without forfeiting our all, and 
violating Obligations, that are infinitely 
greater than thoſe of Subj es to the belt 
of Princes, Servants to he beſt of Ma- 
fters, or Children to the beſt of Parents: 
\E conclude therefore that I owe univerſal 
Obedience to his Will wWhenſoever tis 
made known. 5 VII 
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VIII. THE Will of this Sovereign 
been made known, partly by the Light of 
Nature and Reaſon, but moſt fully, to 
all the Purpoſes of his Honour, and our 


Happineſs, by Script ares Revelation; and; 


tho the Scripture calls that natural Rea- 
fon, the Law written in the Heart, by 
which they were 4 Lam unto themſelves; 
and pronounces them ine ucuſable for not 


glorifyins God, in proportion to the Di 


ſcovery which that Light made of his 
Nature and Will; yet for ſuch a Know- 


ledge of what God is, and requires, as is: 


neceſſary to the Happineſs of ſuch as We 
are, we muſt go to that Book which He 
has order'd to be written on 'purpoſe; 
call'd the Bible, or Scripture- Revelation: 
WRITINGS that have all the Proof 
that the Caſe requires, thax they do a8 


Name they bear, as any Works can haveg 
that they are indeed the Works of Hm to 
whom they are aſcribd. They have 
been accordingly receiv'd by the reſpec- 
tive Churches (Jewiſh and Chriftian) 
as they were from time to time conſign'd 


to writing, as the Oracles of God; at thoſe 


very times, when, if *rwere poſſible, it was 


ealy ro have confuted thoſe high Pre- 
tences. The very Doubting of ſome of 
\ I | the 
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the Books of the preſent Canon, demon- 
ſtrates the andoubted Divinity of the reſt; 
and the admitting thoſe after their Au- 
thors were known, eſtabliſhes their equal. 
Credit and divine Authority: And theſe 
Books being conſtantly appeal d on all 
Sides of Chriſtians, and oppos'd by Ene- 
mies, as the known Rules of Faith and, 
Practice, and by the Chriſtian Church 
delivered down to us, by conſtant and u- 
nivefſal Tradition; and we our ſelves, 
conſidering the Characters, Quality, 
and Piſtance of the Writers, and the Na- 
twre2of:ithe Doctrine, Manner of Speak- 
wh, the. Tendency and Harmony of the 

Whale, the Effects of it upon the Hearts 
of: Men, the Accompliſhmeat of Prophe- 
cies, the Atteſtation of Miracles; we at 
b this Diſtance, I ſay, conſidering theſe 
1 things, have Reaſon to conclude the 

| . Scriptures to be the Word of God, 

f oz1X. THESE Scriptures do more per- 

| fectly and clearly repeat and teach all 
. that which the Light of natural Reaſon 
and Conſcience diſcovers, of the Being, 
Nature and Perfections, Creation, Pro- 
Vvidence and Government of Gd. 
X. I believe therefore, according to the 
Scripture- Revelation, that in the Deity or 

God-head there is the Father, Son and 

EF : 6 Hoy 
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commanded to be baptiz'd in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. I believe Their Difference, what- 
ever it is, 15 certainly agreeable to Their U- 
nity, and Their Unity conſiſtent with-their 
Triaity ; becauſe God: has given ſuch an 
Account of Himſelf in Words ſo plain 
to this Senſe, that however ſome Scrip- 
tures, that are with more Zeal and Fag- 
cy than Solidity, brought to maintain 
this Truth, may be anſwer'd, yet there 
is ſo great a Number of Texts ſo expreſs, 
that I cannot force upon them another 
Senſe without Strain and Prevarication, 
In this Article God challenges the Ho- 
nour of being believed upon his bare 
Word, without that Evidence in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, which *tis an Affront 
to the divine Veracity always to make 
the Condition of my Aſſent; and pro- 
vided I have Evidence of the divine Teſti- 
nden H 3 mony, 


mony, I may as well disbelieve Him 
when He ſays I am, becauſe I can't fathom 
what, as when he ſays that theſe. Three are 


One becauſe I can't tell hom; the Scrip- 
ture it ſelf not having offer'd to explain, 
tho it aſſerts the Myſtery; but does de- 


clare, That none by Searching can find out 


God, none can find out the Almighty unto 


Perfection. wan” e, ſomething muſt 


unavoidably be acknowledged, in the di- 


vine Nature, an Object of my meer Faith, 
at the ſame time that I cannot have an 
Idea of it, becauſe *tis declar'd, aone can by 
Searching find it out. I 

XI. THIS God who is the living 
Fountain of all Perfections, enjoyed an 


| Dr. Bates Eternity in the Contemplation of his 


own Excellencies, before any Creature 


Was made. In the Moment appointed 


by his Wiſdom, He gave the Firſt 


Being to the World three diſtinct Or- 
ders of Natures, He torm'd, the one pure- 


ly. =_ the other purely material; 


d between both one mit, which u- 


nites the Extreams in its ſelf. This is 


Man, the Abridgment of the Univerſe, al- 
ly'd to Angels in his Soul, and to ma- 


terial Things in his Body, and capable 


of the Happineſs of both. By his Inter- 


nal Faculty enjoying the Felicity of tlie Ia. 
POET „ tellectual, 
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tellectual, and by his external, Taſting the 
Pleaſures of the ſenſitive World. Man's 
greateſt Excellency was a perfect Con- 
tormity to the Divine Pattern, I the 
— 4 of God created he them Male and Fe- 
male. 0 . 

XII. THESE Perſons, our Firſt Pa- 
rents, were made under the Law of Crea- 
tion, and ought to have continued not 
only in the Janocence of doing no Evil; 
bat in the Righreouſueſs of performing 
whatſoever God had commanded them. 

XIII. TO this Law God was pleas'd 
to add a Threatning, and an implied 
Promiſe; and thereby form'd it into a 
Covenant of Life, upon Condition above- 
hinted, vis. perfect and perſonal Obedi- 
ence. To the Trial of this Obedience 
he immediately brought *em by one po- 

ſitive Command, of abſtaining from the 
Fruit of only one certain Tree in that 
Lovely Gen, which from the Effects, 
forbidden Pleaſure, or abſtaining, was 
calPd the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil; tempted by an Apoſtate Angel, 
who had fallen before from his own 
Happineſs; and therefore now envious of 
Man's, and inveterate againſt God's Ho- 
nour, they fell from the State wherein they 
were created, they are turn'd out of Pa- 
ade H 4 radiſe, 
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radiſe, and the utter Impoſſibility of be- 
ing ſav'd by that Covenant, was repre- 
ſented, by placing a Guard of Cherubims, 
and who as Miniſters of Juſtice are repre- 
ſented, brandiſhing a Flaming Sword this 
way and that way, to keep the Way of the Tree 


of Life. 


V. I Believe that by the Diſobedience 


. of this one Man, many were made Sinners, 


and as by one Man Sin enter d into the World, 
and Death by Sin, ſo Death paſſed upon all 
Men; for that all have ſinned and fal- 
len ſhort of the Glory of God; and that by 
the Offence of one, Judgment came upon all 
Men to Condemnation, and that in Adam 
all die, as in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 
And ſince by his Sin the Spirit of God was 
forfeited away from himſelf and Poſte- 
rity, who 1s the Fountain of Holi- 
nels, and the whole Craſis of his Body 
vitiated and diſorder'd, an habitual Pravi- 
ty, a great Number of irregular bodily 
Appetites and Propenſions muſt needs 
follow: All which he naturally commu- 
nicates to his Oispring, who are there- 
fore after the Fall ſaid to be begat in 
the Image of Adam, tho Adam was made 
Wane dare of God, 3 
In this natural State, the World is 
not only 24i/zy before God, and ſo con- 

1 7” FOOTE ore 2 85 demn'd ; 
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demn'd to Hell, but ſo corrupted as to be 
utterly unfit for Heaven. 5 0 

XV. SALVATION from this mi- 
ſerable and ſinful State, muſt be now of 
Free Grace, and the Way of it a Matter 
of pure Revelation. This new Way 
was firſt open d in the Promiſe made to 
our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, when God 
| faid, The Seed of the Woman ſhould break 
the Serpent's Head, This was the firſt 
Goſpel,and God himſelf the firſt Preacher of 
it. The whole Bible is in effect this one 
Promiſe drawn out at length, and gra- 
dually inlightned and explain'd, accor- 
ding to the ſeveral Editions of the 
Covenant of Grace in Chriſt Jeſus. The 
different Ages of the Church, and Mea- 
ſures of Light, diſcovering Salvation by 


Grace, ſtill growing brighter and brighter, 


the nearer it drew to the Riſing of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, and the Day. ſtar from 
on high, which hath viſited us with fo 
full a Promulgation of the Covenant of 
Grace, as makes this Diſpenſation of it 
by Chriſt emphatically calbd, T HE 
GOSPEL, C. e.) glad Tidings in his 
Miſſion, Doctrine, Lite and Death. The 
Hiſtory of which, together with the other 
Apoſtolical Writing, compleat that Re- 
| velation, 
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1 his only begotten Son, &c. 


Ins (as God) of equal Dignity and Ma- 


_ ſon, abſolutely removes the Affront offer'd 


velation, which is the Cb or Rule of 
our Faith and Obedience. 


XVI. BY this Light we know, that 
God the Father, whoſe Property it is to 


L conſider'd as the Fountain of the Tri- 


nity, out of his eternal Good Will, and 


for his on Glory, deſigning to fave 
Mankind from that State into which he 


foreſaw they would fall, did agree to ac- 
cept the offer'd Satisfaction of Chriſt the 


Second Perſon, whom by the ſame Agree- 
ment He freely gave out of his Boſom, in 
the Covenant of Redemption, and of Poact 
that was between them both. That if he 


would pour out his Soul unto the Death, ht 
ould ſee of the Travail of his Soul, "4p 
be ſatisfied. God ſo loved the M orld, that bt 


XVII. T HE Eternal Son of God be: 


jeſty with the” Father, being alſo by 
fectly at his own Diſpoſal and Power, as 
fach, was therefore able of  himiefft to 
give, in full, all that which the Honour, 
ajeſty and Juſtice of the Governour of 
the World, could inſiſt on as a Repara- 
tion. The Honours done to the Divine Go- 
vernment by the Sufferings of ſuch a Per- 
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ſo, but with infinite Merit and Advan- 
tage, beyond the Punctilio of meer Satiſ- 
tion, has done an infinite Honour to 
the ſame Governour and Government; 
which neither our perfect Innocence, nor 
eternal Sufferings could have done. 
XVIII. BU T this was what a meer 
Man could not do, nor could one that 


was only God ſuffer at all; and there- 


fore he muſt be both God and Man, 
who Was to be Mediator between God and 
Man. In order to this he aſſumed our 
Nature, prepar'd for Him by the Pomer 
of the Holy Ghoſt, into a Perſonal Union 
with himſelf, and the Scriptures do ſpeak 
ſo many things, that cannot be ſaid with 
Senſe and Propriety, of any, but of one 
who is true God; and withal in ſo abun» 
dant a manner, gives Proof of his being 
truly Man, that 1 muſt belicve,. he was 
true God and Man perfectly (tho after 
an incomprehenſible manner) united, in 


two diſtinct Natures, but one Perſon for euer. 


XIX. In diſcharging the Genera] Of- 
fice of Mediator, he executes the particular 
Offices of Prophet, Prieſt and King. 
He is our Prophet and infallible Teacher, 


to declare unto the Church in all Ages 


by his Word, the Will and Way of E 
ods a 
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for our Salvation. This he did in the 
Beginning of the World, at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners, at length in his 
own Perſon ; afterward by his Apoſtles 
ſeat by him; and now by Paſtors, Teach. 
ers of the Word, whom he raiſethup in 
all Ages for that purpoſe. _ 
As a Prieſt, by this Sacrifice once for 
all, he has fatisfy'd Divine Juſtice, - made 
Reconciliation between God and Man, 
taken away Sin, and brought in everla. 
ſting Righteouſneſs; and by continual 
Interceſſion claims for us the Benefits of 
his Redemption. And upon this alone it 
is that I depend tor Recommendation and 
Acceptance in my coming to God. 
I own him alſo for my Law-giver, 
King and Governour; and adore his Autho- 
rity and Power 1n the illuſtrious Inſtances 
of it, ſubduing my own Heart to him- 
felt by his Grace, reſtraining, conquering 
the World, and his Enemies, by his Pow- 
er, protecting and defending, and at laſt 
ſaving his People, and beſtowing as a 
King what he hath purchas'd as a Prieſt. 
la all this, filling up the CharaQer of the 
ſecond Adam, in the Redemption of all thoſe 
that are /pzr/tually related to him as their 
Head, from all, wherein they were 1n- 
yolv'd by their Natural Relation _ = 
f# ir! 
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_ BH} Adam; as the Apoſtle largely runs 
e che Parallel, Rom. S N ERA 
„ XX. 1 BELIEVE, that by the Merit, 
is Jof his Obedience and Sufferings, he has 
is Wl Power in Heaven and in Earth given 
into him; and conſequently is ſupreme 
n Head of the Church. He only has Au- 
| Ethority to appoint Ordinances and Admi- 
e Jaiſtrations, and to ſettle the Terms of 
e Communion with his Church here, and 
, of Salvation hereafter. All which are 
. (| fnally'put into his Hand, and he having 
| Efated.. them inchis Word, there are none 
in Heaven nor Earth, have any Authori- 
tfiyc.to. add to them, or ſubſtratt from 
d them. | | & W 5. se © 
XXI. BEING the Mediator of the Co- 
venant of Grace, and having all Power, 
he had Authority to make what Alterati- 
ons in its Adminiſtration, that he ſhould 
lee molt agreeable to his new Diſpenſati- 
on of it. That Covenant of Grace which 
in former times was adminiſtred by Pro- 
phecies, Types and Ceremonies, Circum- 
ciſion and Paſſover, he is now pleas'd to 
carry on by Prayer and Preaching, Read- 
ing the Scriptures, and Singing Pſalms, 
and the two ſolemn Ordinances of Bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper, to be as the 
Seals of the New Covenant, and Pled 88. 
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of his Love, and to be of perpetual Uſe 


until he come. 


» 4 


XXII. FOR the adminiſtring of theſe 
Ordinances, and for the offering Salvati- 
on upon the Terms of the Goſpel, He 
has appointed a diſtinct Order of Men 
to be ordained as his Miniſters and Ser- 


vants, and Stewards of the Houſbold of God, 


Who are to give themſelves to the Word and 


Prayer. And the Deſignof their Work, 
the Extent of their Office, their Qualifica- 


tious, and Furniture for the Work, the 
Duty and Obligations of the People to- 
Wards them, the diſtinguiſbing Chara- 


Gers under Which their Office is deſcrib'd 


as Shepherds, Stewards, Overſeers, or Bi. 
ſhops, & c. are all ſo expreſiy laid down 
in Scripture, that I can't but conclude, 


it was tile Deſign of Chriſt to have a Suc- 


ceſſion of ſuch Officers maintained, ſubſti- 
tuting one in the room of another (as 
thro' the rich Mercy and Goodneſs of 
God it is at this Day) after ſuck manner 
as the Apottles have left us in Pattern: 
Viz, After the Perſons, Qualifications, 
and Furniture, have been approv'd by 
capable Judges, and his own inward In- 


clinations and Deſigns, devoting himſelf 
to that Office, ſeriouſly proteſs*d, he is to 
be ſolemnly ſet apart by Faſting and Pray] 


er, 


_— 


A Confeſſion of Faith. | 


4 — * 
. 


er, and the Impoſition of the Hands of 


the Presbytery. This is the Ordination 
to the Miniſtry which the Scripture 
knows any thing of, and theſe I take to 
be thoſe Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, for 
whom our Lord deſign'd the Encourage- 
ment of that Promiſe, Lo I am with ou 
always unto the End of the World, 
„XXIII. WHEN He had ſettled. the 
Affairs of his Church thus far, and given 
them Aſſurance that what remain'd 
ſhwuld: be infallibly taught them by that 
Holy: Spirit he would ſend down, who 
coul lead them: into all i#ath,,and had 
fequently convers'd with His Diſciples, 
He was taken up into Heaven in theis 
ſight. So that as he lived our Example, 
and died our Sacrifice of Propitiation, He 
roſe. a Conqueror of Death, Hell and the 
Grave, aſcended in Triumph to - the 
Right Hand of God in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, which uuſt continue until the Reſtitus 
tion af all things. _ n 10 and 


* 


XXIV. Upon: his Aſcenſion came down 


the Bleſſed Spirit, as the heavenly Dona- 
tive, ſcattered abroad at the Triumphs of 
our aſcending Conqueror, and a Proof 
of his having wrought Eternal Re- 
demprion, by reitoring that Spirit; which 
as it was the great Bleſſing forfeited by 
e113 Adam, 


* 
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Adam, whereby he became a meer azi- 
mal "Man, not having the Spirit, ſo the Re- 
covery of it for us was the great Buſi- 
neſs of the ſecond Adam, who is therefore 
called a quickening Spirit. Thiswas the | 
great Promiſe of the New Teſtament, as 
_ Chrift himſelf was of the Old. And tho 
this Holy Spirit, conſider'd as God, cannot 
be purchas d: Vet conſider'd as 4 Gift to 
, and the giving His Preſence as our 
Reſtoration to a Bleſſing forfeited, tis 
_ owing to the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, and 

his perfect Accompliſhment of all the Re- 
quilites of the Covenant of Redemp- 
tion. By this Bleſſed Spirit He carries 
on the Work of Redemption in us, as by 
what he Himſelf did and ſuffer'd, he car- 
ried it on without us, and for us. Having 
paid the Price, he goes up to Heaven to 
prepare it for us, and ſends down the Spi- 
rit to prepare us for Heaven; which as 
tis a Matter of admirable Grace, fo tis a 
Buſineſs of as abſolute Neceſſity, that 
we ſhould by the Spirit of God be fitted 
for Heaven, as that Heaven ſhould. by 
Jeſus Chriſt be purchasd and prepared 


for us. | 6 26 
XXV. I BELIEVE therefore the ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of a Change of State, of 
Heart and Life; which is the * of 
£15 


; 
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this Bleſſed Spirit, and what he has un- 
dertaken to manage in all the Heirs of 


Salvation, under the Titles of a Convincer 


of the World of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and 
Judgment ; of a Guide into all neceſſary 


ruth; and of a Comforter and Santtifier, 


and an inward Interceſſor. And by theſe 
his inward Operations does apply the Re- 


demption wrought out by Chriſt, and 


perſonally entitles us to, and makes us ca- 
pable of that Inheritance of which he is 
the Earneſt and Aſſurance. 


XXVII. TH E Method he ordinarily 
uſes is the Word of God, whereby he o- 
pens the Underſtanding of thoſe who were 
ometime Darkneſs. This is frequently 


called, opening the blind Epe; becauſe now, 


firſt, they ſee the Sinfulneſs and Miſery 
of their natural State, the Evil of Sin, as 


tis odious to God, as tis baſe Ingratitude 


to our beſt. Friend and Benefactor, and as 


tis deſtructive to our own Souls, by ex- 
poſing us to the Wrath of God, which i 
revealed from Heaven againſt all Ungodli- 
neſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men. Hence 
follows Grief for Sin, and Hatred of it, 


which ſhow themſelves to be unteigned, 


by their turning the Soul from Sin in 
Heart and Lite unto God, and Chriſt, 
and true Holineſs. Unto God as my /aft 


End, 
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Divine 'Teftimony, where: ever I can diſ- 


End; eee Lord to be obey d, my 


moſt excellent Portion to be enjoy d; and 
this is called Repent ance toward God: Un- 


to Chriſt, as my Way to the Father, my 


Advocate with him, my only Foundation 
of Acceptance, and my only Plea with 


him for eſcaping Wrath to come, and the 


Sentence. of a broken Law : This is cal. 
led Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; which includes 
in it, in order to make it a faving Faith, 
an Hearty Aſſent of Underſtanding to all 
Reveald Truth, upon the Credit of the 


cer it; whereby I receive Chriſt for m 


Prophet. A fincere Conſent of Will to % 
known Duty, having Reſpect 10 all God's 


Commands, and a letting go our own Wi 
and Affections, and refigning them to his 
Government; and hereby we take him 
to be our Lord and Ring. And für- 
ther, an entire Reliance upon Chriſt, and 
him. only, in the Practice of the two for- 
mer, whereby I take him for my Prieſt; 
and therefore I conclude, that where ei- 
ther of theſe is wanting, there is no ſa- 
ving Faith, becauſe there is not whole 
Chriſt received in all his Offices. And 
that tho in Scripture one of theſe ſingly is 
called Faith, yet tis upon Suppoſition of 
its being accompany'd with the other, as 
5 


* ; Y | 
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Iit certainly will be where either of them 
are genuine; ſince the preciſe and com- 
pleat Notion of Faith can't conſiſt in a 
ſingle Branch of it, but in the whole taken 
together; and as ſuch is therefore to be 
"8 preaciy'd and practis'd. cc. 
XXVII. THIS is that Faith to which 
che Goſpel- Conſtitution does annex and 
promiſe the great Privilege of Juſtification, 
whereby he pardons all our Sin, and gra- 
ciouſly diſcharges us from the Condemna- 
tion of a broken Law, and accepts and 
treats us as righteous Perſons, for the 
Sake of Chriſt's Satisfaction and Righte- 
ouſneſs, believed in and depended upon ; 
Bleſſed is the Man to whom the Lord impu- 
teth Righteouſneſs without Works, Rom. 5. 18, 
19. Tis of the very Eſſence of this Faith 
to lead the Soul to quit all Pretentions of 
being juſtify'd by any Righteouſneſs of our 
own; and'tis equally eſſential to it, to make 
the Soul deſpair of being juſtify*d by any 
Righteouſneſs without Faith and Repen- 
tance, the agreed Terms, upon which a- 
lone the Benefits of Chriſt's Satisfaction 
can poſſibly be ours. 5 
XXVIII. INSEPARABLE from this 
is the Privilege of Adoption, having recei- 
ved the Spirit of Sons, whereby we cry, Al- 
ba Father ; and are thereby united to that 
I 2 | Body 


* 
(* 
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Body of the Church, whereof Chriſt is 
/ 23 00 INN 
XXIX. AND as the Bleſſed Spirit 
thus changes our State, and tranſlates us 
into a new Relation, he carries on the 
ſame Salvation, by changing our Nature, 
and thereby fitting us for Heaven in the 
progreſſive Work of Sanctification; de- 
ſtroying the Dominion of Sin, weakning 
its Power and Intereſt, ſtrengthening and 
quickening our Graces, to the performing 
new Obedience, and to a perſevering 
Continuance in well doing, and the Practice 
of true Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall 
fee the Lor. ü fs, oY 


# x ww 


XXX. THOSE whom Death finds in 
this Condition, it immediately tranſmits 
into a State where this Holineſs is perfect. 
For that the Souls of Men, immediately 
upon their Separation from the Body, do not 
ſink into a State of Inſenſibility, to me ſeems 
plain, from the A poſtle's deſiring to be 40. 
ſeut from the Body, for the ſake of being preſent 
with the Lord; and preſent in ſuch a ſenſe 
as he declar'd to be far better. And alſo 
from the Words of Chriſt to the Thief upon 
the Croſs, that this day hie ſhould be with him in 
Paradice; and from the Parable of Dives and 
Lararus, and other Paſſages in Scriprure. 
XXXSI. V PON the Diſſolution of the 
Body, 


1 


” 
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Body, it is not thrown away, but laid up 


by Funeral Solemnity, whereby we ex- 
preſs the Hope and Belief of that which 
the Scriptures abundantly teſtify, its Re- 
ſurrection at the laſt Day, by the Power of 
God. When Soul and Body being united, 
ſhall be placed before the Bar of God, at 
which the whole World ſhall be judged, 
according to the Deeds done in this State, 
whether good or evil. Of which Judgment 
the Scripture gives a moſt awful, particu- 
lar and majeſtic Account; and the whole 
- Proceſs finiſhing upon theſe Sentences of, 
Go ye Curſed, and come qe Bleſſed, it ſhall 
conſign the two Diviſions of the World to 
their eternal Abode. To thoſe on the /ef# 
Hana, that ſtand miſerably expecting al 
that can be added of Wretchedneſs to thoſe 
who already find themſelves abhor'd by 
the beſt of Beings, ſhall he ſay, Depart ye 
Curſed into everlaſting Flames, prepar'd for the 
Devil and his Angels; and eſt ſhall go a- 
way intoeverlaſting Shame. But the Righte- 
ous, who on the right Hand ſtand as the 
Favourites of the great Judge, ſhining in 
Bodies made like unto his own glorious Bod), and 
rejoicing in Soul, becauſe the Day of their 
Redemption is fully come, triumphing for ever 
over all Sin and Sorrow, Death and Mor- 
tality being ſwallowed up of Life, all Labours 

| L-3 x 
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recompens d, all Deſires fill d up, all Hopes 
accompliſh'd, all Expectations infinitely 
out-done, and Wiſhes themſelves for ever 
left behind; the Body of Chriſt compleat- 
ed, and got together, with himſelf at the 
Head of them, all the Deſigns of God ful- 
fill'd, and all his Attributes ſhining out, to 
make a bright Day of it indeed : A Day 
worthy of the King, eternal, immortal, 
worthy the glorious Marriage of the Lamb, 
worthy of an Occaſion wherein Heaven 
profeſſes to do its utmoſt ; worthy of his 
Deſign of being glorih d in all his Saints, 
Aud admired in them that believe. Worth 
the ſolemn Coronation of all his Redeem'd, 
to which, placing himſelf at their Head, 
he ſhall lead them up thro' the bright Re- 
gion of the Air towards the higheſt Hea- 
| vens, while they make Heaven ring with 
their joyful Acclamations, He welcomes 
them to their Thrones, with Come, ye bleſ- 
ſed of my Father, inherit the Ringdom pre- 
pared for you from the Foundation of the 
Morld. 8 
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Advertiſement.” * 


16 % HE Reading of what has gone before will ſufficientl 

Apologize for the publiſling of what follows. It 
has not been ſo much my Deſign to advance any things fin. 
gular, as to ſpeak what I am beſt ſatisfied: with, in common 
with ot bers, who have born the ſame PublickTeſiimony to ibeſe 
Trut hs, on the like Occaſions. Something of a different Method 
and Connexion of Things I have aimed at; which tho it 

fhould be leſs pleaſing to ſome, yet I promiſe my ſelf it 
will be more agreeable and intelligible to others. And as for 
thoſe who may think in a different Way and Scheme, I am 
ſo far, from determining» againſt them, © that if they will 
but allow. me time for farther Reading, and/Thinking, I 
may perhaps ſee fit to alter all that is at preſent diſtaſteful 
even to them. I have faithfully tranſcribed this Confeſſion 
as it was delivered, without any Enlargement or Alte- 
my. 3 75 = I re 222 3 1 what I be- 
lieve, fo all make it my Buſineſs in the Courſe of v1 

wr of ſhow why I believe theſe things. pl 147 
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IN TROD ucrTION. 


8 I find in my ſelf, fo Iconclude 
there are in all Men natural In. 
clinations to whatever appears 
Good; and irreconcileable Aver- 
ſions to what is apparently Evil: Yet no- 
thing is more evident than our own Ina- 
bility, either to obtain the Good we deſire, 
or avoid the Evil wedread. Upon Ex- 
perience and Conviction of this, Reaſon 
teaches me to own a Power above May's, 
which over-rules and manages all human 
Affairs; conſequently a Power that 
can make me happy or miſerable : this 
inviſible Manager natural Light in- 
FIFTY 5 ſtructs 
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ru 
ſtructs me to fear and revere ; to betate my 


ced the meer Light of Nature is inſafß * 


, — 


L 


ſelf to, in all times of Danger and Diſtreſs; 
and to do what I think moſt likely to ſe- 
cure the favourable Influence and Aſſiſtances 
oh, in all my Vzaertatingt : But ſatisfacto- 
rify co tell what /ort of 4 Being that is, 


which has ſuch a Dominion and Superio- 
rity; and how I may do thoſe things 


Which ſhal always pleaſe him, Lam co 


* * 


cient for. 


HO the inviſible things of a S U- 
PREME CAUSE from the 
Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, being 
underſtood by the things that are made; even 
dis eternal Power and Godhead ; ſo as to leave 
all without excuſe who are unmindful of, and 


_ eeathankful for his common Favours and 


Benefits; yet I believe the fallewWorld, by all 

che Wiſdom it could arrive at without ſu- 

pernatural Illuminations, &xew nagt God ; 

nor could acquire a ſaving Acquaintance 

with the Truths of Religian. 
* p -P II. 25 | 


I BELIEVE this BEING, in 


eat Compaſſion to the miſerable blind 
te of Mankind, did reveal himſelt 
nd all thoſe things that are W 
1 irecdt 
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direct and guide us in the true way to 


Happineſs. This he did by extraordina- 


ry Meſſengers, ſent immediately from him- 
ſelf, who ſpake as they were moved and 
directed by him. 1 7 


. I BELIEVE the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament were thus given 
by Inſpiration from Heaven; an re- 
ceive all that as infallible Truth, which 
is there delivered by Moſes and the Pro- 
hets in former times, by Chriſt and his 
. "Apoſtles in theſe latter Days. This Boot 
made up of the Diſcourſes and Writings 


of theſe Perſons, I believe to be ſo per- 


fet a Rule both of Faith and Practice; 
ſo full an account of all things that ;ars 


ſtand in need of any additional Helps et. 


ther from Ant ient Ir adii ions 5 Ox New Re- 
IV 


I B ELI EVE all that is ſaid of the 


Nature and Perfection of 60. That He 
is a Being uncompounded, incorporea 
which we call Spirit; whom zo Man hat 
ſeen nor can ſee ; That he is Infinite, Im- 


menſe, Eternal, and neceſſarily Exiſtent; 


the only living and true God. I believe him 
to be Ommniſcient ; perfectly comprehend- 
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ing all things exiſting, or poſſible which 
have been, or ſhalf be; which might 
Have been, or may be; and that he Wills 
freely, immutably, and efficacioully what- 
ever {cems good to him. This Supreme 
Being policies in the moſt eminent and 
Hi Shelf Degree all thoſe Hace llenciesʒ which 
i aſcribed to Man; and fo he is moſt 
Good, Gracious and Merciful; moſt Juſt, 
True, and Faithful; moſt Patient, Long- 
ſuffering and Kind; moſt Wiſe, moſt Ho- 
ly, moſt Powertu!, moſt Bleſſed and Haps 
py. It is alſo undoubted, that whatever 
Imperfeitions I ſee in my ſelf ond to be 
denied of Him, that he is Impaſſible, Un- 
changeable, Independent ; - the firſt Cauſe, 
and the laſt End of all things : : The 9 
| of Nature, Grace and Glory. TEAR 
* 

I BELI EVE what the Wers has 
revealed to me concerning his eternal 
Purpoſes and Decrees,that he did from ever- 
 Hfting ordain and determine the coming 
to paſs of all things which he has effect- 
ed, or will effect: As alſo what he would 
leave to be done by ſecond Cauſes, and 
how.far he would over-rule their Courſe 
and Motions: Declaring the End from the 
Beginning, and from ancient times the things 
that are. not yet done : Saying, My Counſel 
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ſhall [ball ſtand, and I will do all my Plea: 
are. . 
je | VI. 


15 BE L 1 E v E alſo R Rs Word 
of God relates concerning the Creation of 
all things according to the Model in the 
Divine Mind; that in their exact Agrees 
ment to this all was very good. By his 
Word he formed the Heaven 4 the 
Earth : HH HE. EN with its /\glorious 
Inhabitants, who are Spirits by Nature; 
Angels by Office; ſome of which rebelling 
againſt A. Orders and Commands 'of 
GOD, fell. from their firſt Station, and are 
reſerved in Chains of Durtneſs, to ile 
75 4 of the Great Day. 1 helieve that 

by a Word the Earth too was made, and 

the Fulneſs ther eof; where MAN was 

placed above all other Creatures as moſt 

reſembling his Maler, and moſt capable of 

Wm over {uch © of Beings, DOE 
II 1 | 

1 BELIEVE GOD did. not ah. 
don his Creatures, as ſoon as he had made 
them ;. but that. he ever had, {till has, 2 
and always wall have, a Eren In+ | 
fluence over; them; in governing, ſu- 
perintending and managing: all things con- 


cerning them, to ſublerye his own wiſe 
Ends and Deſigns, 
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I BELIEVE GOD's GOVERN- 
MENT of MAN to be ſuited more 
peculiarly- to his Rational Nature and Fa- 

culty; that therefore he gave him a 
EA W, and befides the Obligations of his 
| Creation; which were ſufficient to claim 
| univerſal Obedience, and intire Devoted- 
| _nelſs to the Service of him who gave him 
I his Being: Beſides this, I fay, God en- 
ter'd into a COVENANT with our 
f##- Parents, upon performing or break- 
ing the Conditions of which Life and 
Death depended. I believe thro' the ſub- 
tile Infinuations of one of the Apoſtate 
Angels, being left to the Determination of 
his o-n Will, Man violated, and broke 
His Contract with GO D; and fo became 
4 Child of the Devil; an Heir of Wrath, 

and fell under a Sentence of Condemna- 
tion: This Sentence, for any thing the Of- 
fender was capable of doing, muſt have 
talen place immediately, if God had not 
out of meer free and ſelf moving Grace 
found out a way whereby the Execution 
might be in part ſuſpended; ftill ſeca- 
ring his own. Honour, and the Authority 

of his Lav. _ RE Op 
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TBE LI EV E ft * having thus 
fitthied, as he was the common Root and 
Father o Ma#ikind ; ſo he bre ought all v 
deſcended from him in ah ordinar y W. 
pond N 5 ondemnation 78 mo. 
nd 1NITECA! of prop ating a #0 
* 1 continuing ors de 00 wou Ts wo 
done, has conve ? an in, bee, iuful one 
0 Al his Penh. 5 . # fu 
þ 88 
I BELL E V E that the only apts 
& Way for the Reſtoration, and Rea 
Det ry of 25 out of this miſerable, Ale 
State, Was immediately pab ilfe 117 
the Fall, in that Promiſe, The Seed of 
Woman ball bruiſe the, Serpent's; . Hpad. 
This was more largely. drawn o ut in the 
Types, Figures, and Prophecies of the 
wr Diſpenſation; but in theſe Atter 
Days has 3 fully a ompliſhied, and 
of land in, our L Le D FESUS 
| AIST. e > 
IB E LIE VE this is * Perſon con- 
cerning whom all theſe things are ſpoken, 
and in whom they did concenter and ter- 
minate; that whoſoever believes in him Hh 
not Nerd but have everlaſting Life. 
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IJ BELIEVE, as moſt clearly ma- 

nifeſt i in the Work of our Redemption, that 

there are THREE PERSONS in 

the GODHEAD; diſtin in their 


ae 44 erties, but the fa me in 8 


E FILM 


4 BELIEVE the FATHER 264 
the SON from Eternity agreed upon 
| Articl es, or Fropoſi tions, every way be- 
coming the infinite Perfections of the 
Divine Nature, whereby to effect and 
bring about tlie Salvation of a certain 
Nut ber of Men. . | 
WH E N the ſet time was come for 
fulkilling the Conditions of that Federal A. 
greement on the 8 O N's Part; 1 believe he 
affumed our Nature, was conceived in the 
Virgin Mary, by the immediate Operation 
of the Hol Ghoſt, and ſo born without 
Sin; taking upon him the Name of 
Ss. Es 
RV. 

I BELIEVE that after his 4 50 
nation he till remained to be GO D, 
was really and truly M A N, and in 
borh Na atures but one Perſon ; ſo becom- 

ing 
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ing a moſt proper MEDIATOR, 
to tranſact Affairs betwixt G O D and 


XVI. 
I BELIEVE this Word made Fleſh 
dwelt among us; that he was made under 
the Lam, both Ceremonial and Moral; 


M5. 


perfectly obeying the latter, and wholly 


aboliſhing the former: His Life was a 
moſt exact Pattern of Holineſs : His Do- 


| Frine ſuch as never Man ſpake ; His 


Miracles beyond what had ever been 
heard of from the Beginning of the World. 


TI believe, as he was ſent to be a Prophet to 


teach us; ſo he was conſtituted a King to 
govern us; and was made a Prieſt, to 


ſatisfy for our Crimes, and ſanctify us by 


the Sacrifice of himſelf, firſt offered here 


below, then pleaded above in the Holy of 


 . 
I BELIEVE, when he hung upon 

the Croſs without the Gate of Feruſalem, 
that he bore our Sins in his own Body; 


Who being GOD as well as MAN, his 


Sufferings alone were ſufficient to an- 
ſwer for the Sins of the World; and tho 
but temporal, to counterpoiſe eternal. I 
believe that by the Force and Extremity 


of thoſe Torments he endured, his Sou! 


K was 
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: . XVIII. 
IBELIEVE it was not poſſible 
he ſhould be holden of Death ſo long as 
to ſee Corruption; but that he roſe from 
the Dead the third Day, in a very glorious, 
triumphant manner; and thereby has 
conſecrated that Day of the Week, on which 

I he roſe, to be «conſtantly obſerved in a 

religious manner, by all that profeſs them- 

ſelves Chriſtians, as long as Days and 

Weeks ſhall endure. LES 

I =_ | N 

I BEEIEVE after forty Days a- 

i bode on Earth, to comfort and confirm 

B his Diſciples, to give full Proof of the Re- 

furrection of that Body that had been cru- Þ| 

8] cified, and to leave Orders for the Admi- 

niſtration of his future Kingdom; that 
| he aſcended into Heaven, by a local Tranſ- 

10 lation of himſelf, and abides there, high- 

ly exalted, having all Power in Heaven and 

(| in Earth; ever living to make Interceſſion 


or us. 
/ XL: 


I BELIEVE that, according to 
hs Proiniſe; he ſent the HOLT 
GHOST, the tlurd Perſon in the _— 


— 
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T rinity, to carry on his Deſigns in = 
World: Which * did, in an extraor- 
dinary manner, fill and inſpire the Apo- 
fles and Ewvaneeliſts, that they might 
truly and fully make known, and deliver 
in Writing, the Words 2 Works of 
CHRIS F, by many: unqueſtioned Mi- 
racles and Gifts, {till atteſting the Truth 
of, and bearing witneſs to what they re- 
| corded. 


1 
IBE LIE VE, under the miraculous 
and infallible Conduct of this Teacher, 
and Guide, the firſt CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES were gathered, and e- 
ſtabliihed by the Apoſtles; For ms of 
Worſhip, and Matters of Diſcipline com- 
pleatly ſettled, ſo as to leave room n for no 
An or Additions. 4 
} © © | | 
| "I BELIEVE that BAPTISM 
was appointed to be the viſible Way of ad- 
mitting Members into the Church, and by 
waſhing with Water, in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt, a Perſon-was pub- 
lickly declared to be ofthe Family of Chriſt : 
And as the Children of Believers are capa- 
ble of being taken into the ſame Family ' 
I believe them alſo Subjects of Bapriſm, 
which is but the Sign and Seal of their 
"SF be- 
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 memorated, the Love of Chriſtians en- 
flamed, and the Practice of Chiriſtianity 


theſe Ordinances, a diſtinct Order of Men 
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ber to make a Church. 


for the fake of which the Government of 


being ſo. . For the Confirmation and 
Growth of thoſe that were become Chri- 
ſtians, the LORD's SUPPER was inſtitu- 
ted, wherein by the eating and drinkin 
of Bread and Wane, in a ſolemn, ſacre 
manner, the Sufferings of Chriſt were com- 


enforced : Theſe are the only SA C R A. 
MENTS of the New Teſtament, and 
only to be adminiſtred to thoſe that are 


Members of the viſible Churcn. 
&- . <-> F 

I BELIEVE for the preaching of the 

Goſpel, and the due Adminiftration of 


were called and ſet a- part by the Apoſtles, 
who had allo a Power committed to them, 
by the Impoſition of Hands, to ſeparate for 
the ſame work thoſe who ſhould be thought 
fit to ſucceed em, ordaining Elders in eve- 
7y City, where there was a ſufficient Num- 


„ 
I BELIEVE that all particular Churches 
rightly ſo called, are Parts of the holy Ca- 
tholicł Church, of which Chriſt is the Head; 


the World is put into his Hands, and a- 


ga inſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall never be, 
able to prevail, XXV. 


te. 
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; XXV. — FOG 
1 BELIEVE that to this Church ſhall 


2 and to the End of the World, be ad- 


h as {hall be ſav'd. For this purpoſe 
has Chriſt appointed the ſtanding Miniftry 


of PASTORS and TEACHERS, to explain 


the Terms of Salvation, and perſwade 

Men to comply therewith, — em 
up alſo in their moſt holy. Faith. 

VXVXVI. ä 

1 BELIEVE God is very facere, a fo 

lemn in commiſſioning em to publiſh the 


Word. of Reconciliation ; by them beſeeching 


b HS, that we receive hor his Grace i 773 Vain 2 » and 


that the Condemnation of every Sitiner 
will for ever lie at his own Door. 
; XXVII. 
IBELIEVE what is principally requir 1d 


of any, to intereſt them in the Benefits of 


Redemption, is FAITH, without Which we 
neither are nor can be juſtify'd, according 

to the Conſtitution of the Goſpel ; the Obe⸗ 
dience of Chrift in a way of Satisfaction 


and Atonement, of Merit and Procure- 


ment, being that alone hich can recom- 
mend us to God. 5 
XXVII. 


BUT I believe that TEL 
and GOODWORKS are alſo indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to our eternal Salvation, > 

with; 


* 
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Pal ſee 1 the Lord. 
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without Regeneration and Holim » no Man 


if: XXIX. 
IBELIEVE that our CONVERSION 
is effected, and this inherent Righteouſ- 
neſs wrought in us by the ſapernatural Ope- 
rations of the divine Spirit; not by any in- 


nate Power of our own, or the working of 


external means, but yet in a way accom - 
modated to our reaſonable Capacities. | 
XXX. | 

11 BELI EVE all thoſe who are ſo lon of 
the Spirit are made his LEMPLES ; that 
he dwells in them as an Inſtructor, a 1 
Comforter, - as an Interceſſor, and an 
Earneſt of the promiſed Inheritance. 

XXXI. 

IL BELIEVE ſuch Perſons have Fellow. 

ip with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, as taking up their Habitation in 
and. with them. That the bleſſed AN. 
GELS are ſent forth tO miniſter tO em; and 
that being inſeparably united to one ano- 
ther, as Members of that Body of which 


Chriſt is the vital Head, they have COM- 


 MUNION with each other, both on Earth 


and 1 in Heaven. 


r 
1 BELIEVE the Exiſtence of SEPA. 


RATE e their remaining an 
an 


and dwbelligent w. while hs ie Body — in the 
Grave; their going to the Places aſſigned 
for their eternal Abode immediately after 
their Departure hence; and continuing in 
the ſame till the Conſummation of all 
things at the End of the World, |= 
WHEN that time comes, I believe uy 
ſhall be again united to thoſe BODIES in 
which they lived before; that the ſcatte- 
red Duſt and Aſhes ſhall be recolleted; 


and raiſed to Immortality. 


XXXIV. 
THEN ſpall all the Tribes of the Earth, and 


all the Elect be gather d together, from the four 
Minds, from one end of Heaven to the other; 
and ſhall appear before the TRIBUNAL ok 


CHRIST, the great Judge of Quick and 
Dead; Who I believe in the ſame Nature 
in which he died, roſe again, and aſcended 


on high, will come in the Clouds of Heaven; 


attended with an innumerable Company | 
of Angels, ſurrounded with awful Glory, 

to paſs the deciſive Sentence, and determine 
the everlaſting State of all Men, according 


to the Works done in the Body. 


XXXV. — 35 
I BELIEVE that the SAINTS ſhall be 
honourably acquitted, greatly applauded, 


: and highly — at that Day that they 


3 alſo 
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alſo with Chrift ſhall judge the ungodl 
World; while with a Voice more 3 
ful than Thunder, more piercing than ſhar- 
peſt Lightning, the Doom of the Impious 
and 1 e {hall be pronounced; that 
they ſhall be cover'd wich Shame and 
Confuſion, filled with unſpeakable Horror 
and Angutſh, aud ſball ſeek to fly from the 
Face of lum that ſits on the Throne, As ſoon 
as the Judicial Proceſs is concluded, Judg- 
ment {hall ſpeedily be executed. 
| . e TW 
_ THEN I believe the WICKED ſhall be 
turned into HE LL, baniſh'd from the 
Preſence of the Lord, and fix'd in a State 
of intollerable Pains and Miſeries, prepar'd 
for the Devil and his Angels; under a 
Senſe of which they ſhall always be dying 
in Deſire, but never ſhall be able to die 
away from thoſe Tormentss 
TR ©  _ © 8 
FINALLY, I believe tlie Righteous ſhall 
he receiv'd into thoſe Manſious prepar'd for 
them; that they ihall ſhine as the Sun in the 
Kingdom of their Father; and when all things 
_ ſhall be thus ſubdu'd, then ſhall the Media- 
tor alſo himſelf be ſubject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all in all: 
80 ſhall we ever be with the Lord, . 
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